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“After driving through an avenue of pine trees you 
turn the corner and are suddenly greeted with a 
distant view of the white clubhouse; it is like entering 
into another world. You have discovered one of the 
best heathland courses in Britain.”

Ken Brown
BBC Commentator and former Ryder Cup Player
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The Course
Hollinwell is a heathland course set within a 
mosaic of woodland. Each hole is framed by 
heather and every year in June and July the 
character of the course is transformed by the 
arrival of a tall fescue grass - the ‘pink’- which 
borders several holes. The pink readily captures a 
wayward ball and, and though it can be found, the 
wise player resists the temptation of an 
overambitious recovery. Hollinwell’s turf plays well 
as four inches of humus overlies sand, so the 
course drains readily and provides running 
fairways with firm, true greens. Every hole poses a 
fair and distinct challenge; no two are the same as 
they wind through 400 acres of the undulating 
Kirkby Hills to one of the highest points in 
Nottinghamshire.

The 13th hole voted one of the top 100 holes in 
the World by Golf World and Today's Golfer



Hollinwell poses a stern challenge for the scratch 
player, but is a fair test for golfers of all abilities. 
With a par of 72 off the championship tees, its 
7250 yards merits a standard scratch of 76, but 
players can choose between five course tee 
colours so that they can always enjoy their game. 

Hollinwell is unusual as an inland course because 
of its varied layout, fine grasses and heather, and 
being based on sand it allows play all year round 
even in the wettest conditions. It was designed by 
Willie Park Jr who also designed Sunningdale Old, 
Maidstone (Long Island) and Olympia Fields 
(Chicago).  

Second hole with the rock known as 
Robin Hood's Chair to the top left



It lies in an area of outstanding natural beauty 
designated as a Site of Importance to Nature 
Conservation with only ten percent of its area being 
given over to golf. It is surrounded by Kirkby Forest 
and Robin Hood Hills to its north, with extrusions of 
Triassic Sandstone that form natural features around 
the second, third, fifteenth and sixteenth holes.

Willie Park Junior's design was refined by the 
bunkering of JH Taylor and alterations made by Tom 
Williamson to deal with changes in equipment.  

Typical heathland bunkering on the 16th hole



There are many outstanding holes but examples 

comprise the second, which has been cited as an 

example of grade 'A' architecture (see: https://

www.golfcontentnetwork.com/travel/england/notts-

golf-club-nottingham-england-hole-2/). " A stout 

uphill dog-leg 2nd hole. Playing 462 yards from the 

championship tees the hole requires a high quality 

tee shot marrying sufficient length and wherewithal 

to shape the shot accordingly. The hole features a 

reverse camber. A series of bunkers on the left side 

must be avoided." 

2nd hole: 462 yards par 4



Those who possess superior length can play a more 

daring shot off the tee but that line of attack 

mandates an even higher level of execution. 

The view for your second shot is dominated by 

views of 'Robin Hood's Chair' which guards the left 

side of the hole and the green sits below large 

banks and towering pine trees. The second shot 

needs to favour the left side as it falls from left to 

right and a large bunker catches anything straying 

to the right. You will never be disappointed with a 

par-4 on this hole, especially coming so early on in 

the round."

 The 11th hole has appeared as one of the 18 

'Eclectic' holes in the UK: 

(see: https://thefriedegg.com/eclectic-18-uk-notts-

hollinwell/) "The hole chases up a narrow valley, 

shimmying between bulging landforms. The 

heather- and gorse- clad slopes snare tee shots of 

poorly executed line and length. Offset from the 

fairway and following the valley to the right, the 

green can be seen best after a drive that has gone 

bravely long and left."



"However, as three deep bunkers push against the 

left side of the green you might prefer the semi-blind 

approach from the right. The fairway remains fairly 

skinny throughout, though, so I suspect anywhere 

on the springy short turf will suffice. For those 

pressing from a bad-lie, a central pot short of the 

green will come into play. But beyond its strategic 

virtues, the 11th is just pretty, particularly when the 

hillsides are in bloom." 

11th hole: 360 yards uphill par 4



The 18th hole is one of the finest and most 

challenging finishing holes in golf. At 460 yards 

this par four often plays into a wind from the 

right (below in the 2017 Final Open Qualifier). 

The 15th hole is a 439 yards par 4 and is a stern test  

as after a dip it plays up to a small raised green.



Hollinwell, the natural spring after 
which the course is named  

There are nine ponds and several springs, one 
which is responsible for the name Hollinwell, thought 
to be derived from the holy well located near the 8th 
tee, and visited by monks from Newstead Priory. It is 
also the source of the river Leen (Holy-Leen-Well). 
The Club has an ethos of promoting conservation 
and sustainability and has been awarded Golf 
Environment Organisation certification. See 
appendix for more on the river Leen. 



TOURNAMENTS
Hollinwell is no stranger to tournaments, being one 
of the few clubs to have hosted the Brabazon Trophy 
on five occasions and twice having hosted 
competitions with the biggest prize money in the 
world at that time, in 1906 the News of the World 
Tournament and the John Player Classic in 1970. 
Most recently it has been the Championship Final 
Qualifying venue from 2017 until the present.

COMPETITION WINNER
1906 News of the World Champ'p Alex Herd

1913 Ladies Open English Champ'p Mrs FW Brown

1925 Daily Mail Golf Tournament Charles Johns

1935 English Amateur Champ'p J Woolam

1947 Lotus Champ'p Norman Von Nida

1953 England vs Canada Ladies Inter'l Eng 51/2 - 41/2

1957 Dunlop Masters Eric Brown

1959 Brabazon Trophy Doug Sewell

1961 Dunlop Golf Tournament Kel Nagle

1964 English Amateur Champ'p David Marsh

1968 Sumrie Golf Tournament Brian Huggett

1970 John Player Classic Christy O’Connor

1975 Brabazon Trophy Sandy Lyle

1976 English Ladies Amateur Cham'p Lynne Harrold

1977 PGA Club Professional Champ'p         David Huish



    COMPETITION    WINNER

1978 Ladies British Open Amateur Champ'p Edwina Kennedy
1982 Haig (Tournament Players Champ'p) Nick Faldo

1983 Brabazon Trophy Charles Banks

1987 British Youth Amateur Champ'p James Cook

1987 English Ladies Strokeplay Champ'p Sara Robinson

1992 Brabazon Trophy Ignacio Garrido

1994 Ladies British Senior Champ'p Diane Williams

1996 English Amateur Champ'p Shaun Webster

2000 European Mid Amateur Francois Illoux

2002 Midland Open Gary Wolstenholme

2004 English Amateur Champ'p           James Heath

2007 Jacques Leglise Trophy GB&I

2012 R&A Boys Amateur Champ'p            Matthew Fitzpatrick

2015 Brabazon Trophy won by        Cormac Sharvin

2017 Open Champ;p Final Qualifying          Mark Foster 1st

       Joe Dean

   Laurie Canter

2018 Open Champ'p Final Qualifying           Ashton Turner 1st

                Oliver Wilson 

   Rhys Enoch 

2019 Open Champ'p Final Qualifying           Andrew Wilson 1st

   Thomas Thurloway 

    Ashton Turner



History of Hollinwell 
and 

Notts. Golf Club
Golf started in Nottingham in 1864 when John 

Doleman, a tailor from Musselburgh, took his clubs  

for the 'then apparently daft-like amusement of 

knocking a small ball about' at the Meadows. Nearby 

was the Wilford Ferry before a toll bridge, the 

'Halfpenny Bridge', was built and where Wilford 

bridge now stands to take trams and pedestrians. 

The rough, flat, nondescript piece of land of Queens 

Walk recreation ground in the Meadows has since  

largely been built on. John Doleman returned to 

Aberdeen and became one of the founder members  

of the Bon Accord Golf Club in 1872 and returned to 

Nottingham in 1885. 

1891 John Doleman

See Appendix for 
more information on 

the man



John Harris was a teenager in 1864 when John 
Doleman first came to Nottingham and in 1870 he 
lived in Glasgow and was a member of St. Andrews 
Thistle Club. The census showed him to be in 
Kidderminster with three children between 1877 and 
1880 before moving to Nottingham in 1881. John 
Harris is quoted in the 'Midland Golfer' saying that 
after he moved from St. Andrews to Nottingham he 
tried to set up a golf club but that it was only when 
the vicar of St. James's church, the Rev. Hamilton 
Baynes called on him, that progress was made. 

The Meadows in the 1820s 



In an account by the Right Rev. Baynes reprinted in 
'Golfing' magazine ('A Golfing Bishop', 1904, p10)  
"...I was at St. Andrews...I entered the shop of 
Forgan, the golf clubmaker. In the course of 
conversation with him. I deplored the fact that we 
had no golf, nor golfers in Nottingham" (he knew the 
area as his father was Rev. JA Baynes, the first 
minister of Derby Road Baptist Chapel). "But, replied 
Fogan, there ought to be golf in Nottingham. There's 
another St. Andrews man living there - a Mr. Harris, 
who knows the the game". 

"So when I returned home, I sought Mr. Harris, by 
the way, is present captain of Bulwell Club and found 
that, like myself, he was devoted to the passtime. 
Thereafter we went together in quest of a suitable 
place for practice. Aspley Hall was the best course 
we were able to find; there we played for several 
weeks. Aspley Hall was where Richard Birkin, JP, 
lived a couple of miles west of the city."

John Harris
Founder Member 

and Secretary
picture from 1890 
See Appendix for 
more information 

on the man



It was only when Rev. AH Baynes called on Harris 
that a preliminary meeting was arranged to set up a 
golf club. John Doleman was not present at either of 
the inaugural meetings of Notts. Golf Club but in the 
press articles that followed he was often referred to 
as 'our veteran golfer'.  

Aspley Hall (red arrow) 
was built in the late 16th 
century for monks after 
the dissolution of the 
monasteries. There was 
no golf course there, it is 
surmised that they made 
their own tees and holes.



In 1887 a meeting was convened at Reverend 
Bayne’s house with a view to form the Nottingham 
Golf Club.   

Rev. AH Baynes  
Notts. Golf Club's First 

Captain in 1887 
(later Bishop and 
Doctor of Divinity)

See Appendix for more 
information on the man 

- not  your ordinary 
vicar



1887 First page 
of the minutes 
of a preliminary  

meeting.  

They obtained permission to play on Queen's 
Walk Recreation Ground, The Meadows. 



John Harris describes the area being where the 
Great Central Railway later erected their depot (red 
arrow above). This is further north (red arrow below) 
than the recreation gound (blue arrow below) but 
perhaps he was giving a rough idea or they played 
on both, perhaps when other sport took place.



1887 First 
competition 

John Doleman 
took 73 strokes 
over 14 holes 

(2X7) at 
Queen's Walk

On November 9th 1887 
they met at Mr R Daft's 

house, a famous 
cricketer (right),          

St. Peter's Square, and 
formally formed the 

Nottingham Golf Club to 
play at Queen's Walk 

recreation ground. 



"The Club was not content with a dull, flat town 
ground for their green. In December 1887 we find 
them on Bulwell Common, a breezy upland on the 
confines of the town and its varied surface, sandy 
soil, beautiful turf and terrifying hazards of 
gorse..." (1912 Club History by William Moss). 

In the same year the red flag act allowed mechanical 
vehicles to travel no faster than 4mph as long as 
they were preceded by a man walking with a red 
flag. By the following year there were 43 members. 

Mid 19th Century. Bulwell Forest by B Shipman 
This hangs above the mantlepiece in the dining room



1887 John Doleman at Bulwell Forest 

Position of Bulwell Forest on today's map

There were 36 golf clubs in England at that time. 



1890 Bulwell Plateau green and bunker

1887 Nottingham Golf Club formed 
(9th November 1887, shortened to 
Notts. Golf Club in January 1893).

1887 First accounts!



1889 Caddies.The Station Master's house is left

Members were allowed to keep their clubs under the 
stairs of the stationmaster Edmund Williamson. 

1887 'The Nottingham Club' playing at Bulwell Forest 



The stationmaster's son, Tom Williamson aged 7, on 
his way home from school saw Mr Harris drive a 
ball. He collected it and when he returned it he was 
surprised that Mr Harris’s wasn’t grateful! Tom 
became the club professional in 1896 and he 
served the club for the next 54 years. He played in 
the Open Championship over 50 years and he was 
in the top 10 on 6 occasions (see chapter on Tom 
Williamson). 

 Tom Williamson 
aged 9

Bulwell Forest 1887 



 1889 The Williamson Family at Bulwell Station Left 
to right back row: Edmund (father), Lilian (mother), 
unknown, Tom. Front row: Hugh, Fanny, Edmund

Tom became Notts Professional for 54 years and 
played in the Open Championship over 50 years 

1889 6 holes played 3 times = 18
1890 Bulwell Forest nine holes
1893 Bulwell Forest fourteen holes 
1894 Eighteen holes and pavilion built of wire woven 
paper for £500, it was heated by a few fire grates. 

The first tee was opposite the Bulwell Forest station. 



1889 Bulwell Clubhouse

1890 Frying-pan and Salter's Hill at Bulwell Forest 



1890 Notice of Spring Cup
Note the letter heading of 

'The Nottingham Golf Club'

1892 It was unanimously carried that the 
handicapping committee were empowered to alter 
handicaps “from time to time as they might deem 
proper”.   



1893 Medal. Note 'Nottinghamshire Golf Club'. The club 
started as the Nottingham Golf Club then became the 

Nottinghamshire Golf Club before Notts. Golf Club in 1893 
Medal found in 1984 and the 1986 logo was based on it

1890 Bulwell 15th tee and Nic's Dale



1897 Bulwell Forest 9th tee

1890 Bulwell 1st green & Plateau hole in distance



Tom Williamson aged 16

1893 First annual Cambridge University match. 
1891 Notts Ladies Golf Club formed.
1895 A motion to have alcoholic beverages was 
defeated. Ten days later the motion was carried! 



1896 Tom Williamson, at the age of 16, he was 
engaged ‘temporarily’ on 5 shillings a week. He was 
never formally asked to stay. 

His letter of instruction included:

1. He should be at the service of any member 
to play with them at a charge of 1s 6d a round.

2. He should take charge of the clubhouse and 
be responsible for its safety.

3. He should manage the caddies and the 
caddie shelter.

4. He should conduct the medal days.

5. He should assist in keeping the course and 
greens in order giving your services upon them 
for 8 hours a week. 

6. You should take profits from making, 
mending and selling clubs and balls.

7. I want to make it quite clear that the 
engagement is temporary. 



10.2.1897 Midland Professionals' Golf Meeting 
Sutton Club with Tom Williamson centre back first 

left of the pillar with a tie

1897 Nottingham Town Council wanted to use 
much of Bulwell Common for a cemetery but after 
lobbying this was withdrawn. The club felt they had 
no security of tenure and non-golfers also used the 
common. It was not uncommon to find a tea party 
on a green! 
An exhibition match took place between Harry 
Vardon and Ben Sayers later in the year that 
resulted in a tie.  



1896 Harry Vardon at Bulwell Forest. 
Tom Williamson right caddying for Ben Sayers, his bag 

barely visible under his right arm 

1899 Just three years 
later it was Tom 

Williamson playing 
Harry Vardon (the Open 

Champion) over 36 
holes. Tom was only 19 

years old. 



15.6.1899 'Nottingham Guardian'
‘Dormy’ (an anonymous reporter who wrote 
regularly on golfing in and around Nottingham) 
wrote about the recent victory by Harry Vardon in 
the Open at Sandwich and went on to describe Tom 
Williamson’s round. "Tom Williamson, the young 
Notts. Professional, merits congratulation on the 
fine form he exhibited at Sandwich, and on the 
splendid position he achieved in the list of returns. 
His rounds were 76, 84, 80 and 86, total 326; a 
performance which enabled him to tie for ninth 
place. 
His first round of 76 tied with the record for the 
green, established the day before by Mr FG Tait…. 
With increasing years and experience – his age is 
but 19 – he is bound to come to the front in future 
championship competitions".

1899 Tom 
Williamson's course 

record 



1899 Harry Vardon vs Tom Williamson 

9.10.1899 'Nottingham Guardian'
Harry Vardon (the Open Champion) played Tom 
Williamson in a 36 holes match.
"The exhibition of golf reached the highest standard 
of excellence. ...the approach play of both men was 
wonderfully accurate, the Notts. professional more 
than holding his own in this respect.... It was heavily 
contested from start to finish, the players never 
being separated by no more than two holes. Vardon 
won by two shots."



1899 Menu. Cherry Brandy!



Tom Williamson  
aged 20 

Tom putting 1900 



1900 Ground staff 

1900 Bulwell Forest 



5.10.1900 'Nottingham Daily Express' 
 An exhibition match took place at Bulwell 

Forest between Tom Williamson and James 
Braid, who hit the ball 488 yards in two shots 

beat Tom by one shots and four shots.  

Tom Williamson hits a shot, the ball 
can be seen in the air.



1900 Report on 
Braid vs Williamson 

    Braid  76 and 74

 Williamson  77 and 78

The strong wind which 
prevailed had the effect 
of emphasising Braid's 

abnormal driving power. 
The long low-flying ball, 
in almost every case, 
as sraight as if from a 

gun barrel. 



1900 James Braid vs Tom Williamson
JB hitting shot Tom watching with back to viewer

1900 Bulwell Forest Clubhouse, Tom on the right 



Professional golfers James Braid (left) and Tom 
Williamson prior to their 36-hole match at 

Bulwell in Nottinghamshire on 6th October 1900.  

10.4.1900 'Nottingham Guardian'
"Williamson has an important engagement for 
Friday next, when he opposes Bernard Sayers at 
North Berwick. The ultimate knowledge that Sayers 
possesses of North Berwick green ought to stand 
him in good stead, but Williamson has youth on his 
side and a well contested game is anticipated. " 



"...several fine villas will overlook the course that 
never did so before. But few golfers will count these 
as improvements, and many who used to enjoy the 
privacy of the links in old days will consign them 
mentally to the bottom of the Forth. "

1900 Tom Williamson 



1899 CR Hemingway was contracting for a tunnel on 
behalf of the railway when he noticed Kirkby forest 
and the"bleak and barren hills of Annesley, 
admirably varied in character” (Ordnance Survey 
map of the time above).

This is the seed of the idea that became Hollinwell. It 
was in an isolated area not served by road, in any 
case there were not many cars then. The first 
problem was how to arrange transport there. There 
were two train lines nearby but they did did not stop 
in the area.

The members of Notts. Golf Club needed to find a 
way for their members to get there (see section on 
Railways).



In his autobiography Nelson Bromley, written at the 
age of 84 and possibly with some poetic licence, 
wrote that he and Mr Ransom, a solicitor, coming 
from Mansfield by train pointed out of the train, 
spotted the area and said “There you are!”. He also 
said that whilst staying in Newquay on holiday he 
met the chairman of LNER in the same hotel (it was 
the Great Northern then and only later became the 
LNER). He wrote that he breached the question of 
providing a station if a golf course was made and 
claims this initiated discussions about the service to 
Hollinwell. However, it was the Manchester, 
Sheffield and Leicester railway (soon to be the 
Great Central railway) that was laid and stopped at 
Hollinwell so it seems improbable that this contact 
would have encouraged a competitor to build an 
adjacent line!? 
It is more likely that the award of Life Membership in 
1900 (before the course had even opened) to the 
Vice-Chairman of The Great Central Railway 
Company, Mr J Johnstone, in recognition of his help 
in providing the service to Hollinwell is the means by 
which the wheels were oiled!

1901 The gutty ball was generally in use

1902 The Haskell ball was used by the scratch cup 
winner on a course 5,500 yards long. Sandy Herd 
was the first to win the Open Championship using it.



At a General Meeting on 23rd November 1900 
members met to consider the proposals “…in 
regard to new Golf Links at Kirkby Forest.”
The committee advised that Notts. Golf Club 
became incorporated as a company limited by 
guarantee. The annual subscription was set at £2 
2s. 0d and for anyone joining the following year £3 
3s. 0d. The lease from the Ecclesiastical 
Commission was for 50 years with a rental of £30 
for the first year and £60 per year after that… The 
great difficulty about the land is the risk of damage 
thereto through the working of minerals… It is only 
right to point out that if there were no such risks as 
above stated, it is certain that so low a rental could 
not have been arranged. In order to erect and fit up 
a club house and make a first-class course, it is 
proposed to raise a sum not exceeding £3,500 by 
an issue of 4% debenture stock in amounts of £5 
and multiples thereof…
Hollinwell was developed from money that its 
members loaned. Subsequently many of these 
members relinquished the right to their loan. 

1836



1900 In the George Hotel 86 members met and 
32 against 31 voted to move to Hollinwell. The 
name Hollinwell was based on the spring near the 
8th tee from which the monks from nearby 
Newstead Priory are thought to have drunk.  



18.9.1900 'Nottingham Guardian'
The land slopes from the plateau lying between 
Annesley and Kirkby, towards the woods of 
Newstead, and is situated amid surroundings of 
great natural beauty. The soil is of the right sort, 
light and sandy, and the site generally is 
eminently well adapted to the formation of an 
excellent golf links. 
At the General Meeting on 23rd November 1900 
members met to consider the proposals “…in 
regard to new Golf Links at Kirkby Forest.”
It recounts how the committee advised that Notts. 
Golf Club became incorporated as a company 
limited by guarantee. 
30.10.1900 'Nottingham Guardian' by ‘Dormy’
Willie Park had carefully surveyed the ground, 
staked out a course, and reported in terms of the 
highest praise on its suitability for golfing 
purposes. The Great Central Railway have 
undertaken to provide a station within minutes’ 
walk of the course, conditional on the guarantee 
of receipts amounting £200 a year. 
 



Tom Williamson 1900
Quite a follow-through!



Initially 217 acres were leased from the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners. Debentures 
amounting to £3,450 were raised from 210 
members. The subscription was 2 guineas, and 3 
guineas for those who joined after the move. Willie 
Park Jr was asked to design the course. The land 
was rented from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners 
for £30 for the first year and then £60 a year for 25 
years. The cost was low because the shaft of 
Newstead Colliery was nearby. A trial bore hole 
showed there to be sandstone five feet below a 
surface that was largely composed of sand. 

The Great Central Railway Company agreed to 
provide a service from Victoria Station, 
Nottingham (see section on railways for more).  

1901  Lease from the Ecclesiastical Commission

Leasing the land that is Hollinwell 



1901 The new course at Kirkby Forest, called 
Hollinwell, was opened on 3rd November. Events 
revolved around the train timetable and without a 
train service the course would not have been viable. 

1903 Hollinwell & Annesley Station 

1906 Map of  Hollinwell & Annesley Station  



Willie Park Jr
Hollinwell Course Designer

18.9.1900 'Nottingham Guardian' 
Willie Park Jr to lay out course at Hollinwell



Willie Park Jr (1864-1925) won the Open in 1887 
and 1889 and was in the top ten on twelve 
occasions but he is best known as one of the first 
and best full time golf architects. For his first, 
Innerleithe in 1886, he made no charge but had an 
agreement to supply members with clubs from his 
family business. He went on to design 170 courses 
including Sunningdale old, Maidstone in Long 
Island, Olympia Fields near Chicago, 
Huntercombe, Aldeburgh, Evian, Formby, Glasgow 
Gailes, Goswick, Gullane, Peterhead, Parkstone, 
Silloth on Solway, Shiskine and not least of all 
Hollinwell. 
He wrote 'The Game of Golf', the first book on golf 
and 'The Art of Putting'. He said "A man who can 
put is a match for anyone".  



There have effectively been three layouts of the 

course at Hollinwell. The first in November 1901 was 

the 'Original' course by Willie Park Jr. but almost 

immediately alterations took place because of the 

introduction of the Haskell ball and from 1902 until 

1905 JH Taylor and Tom Williamson modified the 

original layout. This resulted in the 'Old' course that 

lasted until 1912.  Then more land to the west was 

obtained and three new starting holes and several 

alterations to the rest produced the 'New' course in 

1913. The 'Original' course was only 
rediscovered in 2019 after a search through the 
archives of the British Library. The name 'Original' 

has been adopted for the 1901 course because until 

recently it was thought that there had only been the 

'Old' (pre 1912) and 'New' (post 1913) courses and 

they have been referred to using those terms.  

2.11.1901 'Nottingham Evening Post'



Description of the 'Original' Course 

(rediscovered in 2019)

2.22.1901 'Nottingham Evening Post' 

 ‘Notts. Golf Club: New Links at Hollinwell’

 This long article describes the new clubhouse with 

200 lockers and a radial drying closet built by M 

Gilbert & Sons with J Harris (member) & HG Watkins 

as architects. 

1901 Clubhouse

It goes on to describe the course in some detail. 

The first hole measures 450 yards in length and 

extends from the front of the clubhouse to a 

delightfully situated green under the shelter of the 

plateau. The line of the second hole runs parallel 

with the first 320 yards to a green placed in a nicely 

shaded corner.  



1901 Original First Tee

The next is a fine length hole of 370 yards, with a 

putting green lying in a natural valley over which the 

drive for the fourth hole - 300 yards - is played. The 

fourth green is also by the plantation side and close 

to the Hollin Well, from which an unlimited supply of 

fresh, pure water is obtained, and which gives its 

name to the course. 

1901 Original First Green



The fifth hole (360 yards) will require two long 

drives over undulating ground and the tee shot 

must be kept clear of the plantation on the right. 

Two well-placed hazards have to be negotiated in 

advancing to the sixth green, a broad patch of sand 

for the drive and a stretch of rushes for the second 

shot. The green is judiciously placed in a valley 

between two spurs which project from the 

boundary plateau, and the length of the hole is 360 

yards.   

A good cleek shot will carry the 7th green, 160 

yards from the elevated tee and fringed on th 

distant e left by a luxuriant growth of rushes. 

1901 Bunkered on Original 6th or new 15th



The eight is a plane hole 230 yards long. To 

reach the 9th green, a distance of over 450 

yards, three exceptionally good and straight 

shots will be required as the second and third 

have to be played up the hill. Here a rush grown 

valley forms a natural hazard.

1901 Near the Original 8th green 

1901 Original 9th tee



1901 'Grip' at Original 9th. Today this would 
be heading up toward the new 13th in the 

opposite direction to current play

A stiff climb is necessary to reach the tee for the 

tenth, a shot hole of about 160 yards, with a green 

surrounded by a luxurious growth of bracken. Then 

follows a down hill drive to the eleventh 220 yards 

or thereabouts.   



To make the next hole (12th) an enormous 

amount of clearing of bracken, brush and brake 

had to be done. In time it will be a fine sporting 

hole and is 320 yards in length. The thirteenth, 

almost identical in length with the last, is played 

up a deep valley, after which the ascent of the 

plateau is made to the fourteenth green 

something like 360 yards distant from the tee. The 

fifteenth and sixteenth holes, extending along the 

plateau described in the ordnance map as the 

Mosley hills, are similar in character, but vary as 

to length, the former being 500 yards and the 

latter 330 yards. 

The seventeenth is perched on a giddy height and 

the drive there from onto the green 260 yards is a 

particularly attractive shot. The eighteenth hole 

(460 yards long) will, when completed, be one of 

the best in the round, both in regard to length and 

general character.   



Plan of 1901 'Original' course compiled on the basis 

of the 2.11.1901 'Nottingham Evening Post' article, 

photographs and course walks. Thanks go to James 

Boon, architect, for his help in compiling this plan.

1901 Hollinwell and pavilion cost £4,850. The 

clubhouse had a low red tiled roof, red brickwork, 

white and painted woodwork, a dining room, ladies' 

room, gentlemen’s club room, dressing room, 

accommodation for the steward, large dressing room 

with 200 lockers, and a drying closet. 

6.11.1901 Steps to be taken to stop members using 

workmen’s trains in Sunday. 

4.12.1901 Horse purchased.



6.8.1902 Request to ban Haskell ball in 
competitions.

1.10.1902 Haskell ball widely available, prohibition 
rescinded.

Haskell's ball consisted of rubber thread wrapped 
around a solid rubber core. In 1901 the Haskell 

Golf Ball Company was established. 

From 1902 until 1905 the 4th to 7th holes were 

revamped to extend the course to nearly 6,300 

yards, equal to any championship course at the 

time. The holes running along the northern border of 

the course were also altered. Eleven new bunkers 

were constructed as directed by JH Taylor, two 

expanded and several more commenced. 



1901 Tom Williamson possibly with a Haskell ball?

1902 JH Taylor (above) and Tom Williamson were 
asked to lengthen the course and JH Taylor 
specifically advised on bunkering. Boys picked up 
stones on the course.  



1902 Original 11th green or
New 9th green

1902 Original 1st or New 4th tee 



1903 7,449 return journeys were made by train that 
year. As late as 1911 there was no satisfactory road 
access.

1904 The secretary arranged for the station master 
at the Victoria station to place a telegram outside the 
booking office if the course was unplayable.  

The pavilion was enlarged at a cost of £500 and a 
brick building for caddies was built (HG Watkins, 
architect).

2.10.06 Clubhouse after 1904 extension



12.10.1904 Course extension: green committee take 
steps to ascertain whether additional land for this 
purpose can be obtained and on what terms. No 
progress was made. 
1904 Councillor Alfred Page at the Annual Dinner 
said "Whilst a member of the Club I am not a golfer, 
but I have ridden over the Hollinwell Hills and found 
delight in unearthing foxes, but I certainly think that 
the land is better occupied now than if simply used 
for fox-hunting purposes." The area surrounded by 
the 10th,11th and 12th is known as 'Fox Covert'. 

 



9.3.1904 ...two new holes at the foot of the hill ... 
and the present 15th and 16th holes be kept in 
good condition...(quoted in the original description 
as the "The fifteenth and sixteenth holes, extending 
along the plateau described in the ordnance map 
as the Mosley hills").

1905 There was a professional match between 
James Braid and Harry Vardon vs JH Taylor and 
Tom Williamson to mark the changes to the course. 
A telephone was installed in the clubhouse to the 
outside world.



27.10.1905 The 'Original' 15th and 16th greens were 
to be patched and repaired.   

Hollinwell was to hold a competition with the largest 
purse at the time in 1906, the News of the World 
Tournament (Matchplay Championship). This was 
quite an accomplishment for a new course.

1905 Permission for a curling pond was given 



1905 Tom Williamson



1905 Caddies' tea mugs should be kept in the shop 
and only handed to them in return for their ‘ticket’ 
and if it was not returned, they would be fined. “…it 
was decided that under no circumstance must a 
caddie be bespoken or reserved for any player”. A 
complaint from a member, Mr Turpin, that the 
allotment of caddies contravened regulations (was 
done with favouritism) was found to have no 
foundation. 

1905 Invoice for clubs and balls from Tom Williamson 
(clubs not yet numbered, they started that in 1906)



1906 Plan of the 'Old' course. 

29.1.1906 Report in the 'Nottingham Guardian' of the 
Annual General Meeting held at the George Hotel.…
The two new greens (this refers to the 'Old' course 
below) – Nos. 4 (additional par 3) and 9 (placed 
back from its previous position) – would be kept and 
maintained in better condition than the greens which 
were to be abandoned – the old ('Original') 7th, 8th 
and 9th. In addition, the 11th, 12th and 13th greens 
had been entirely reconstructed and enlarged at 
considerable cost. The work had been thoroughly 
done, and it was felt these greens would now give 
general satisfaction. 

1901 Plan of the 'Original' course.  



Continuing from the 'Nottingham Guardian' article: 
The old ('Original') 15th and 16th greens suffered 
severely during the summer owing to there being in 
such a position that the rain gets away from them 
too quickly, and therefore they lack the necessary 
supply of moisture. A certain amount of patching 
has already been done to them, but it would be 
necessary to remake the greater part of both greens 
to put them in a satisfactory state.   

1906 News of the World Tournament (Matchplay 
Championship), the largest purse at the time. 
Prize fund of £240. Alex Herd won receiving £100.

13.10.06 News of the World tournament 
Duncan on old 1st green at Hollinwell



1905 Tom Williamson toward the Old second hole

1906 Alex 'Sandy' Herd won the News of the World 
Tournament. He had won the Open in 1902

13.10.06 Old 9th green
Herd playing Duncan at Hollinwell 



31.12.1906 Report in the 'Nottingham Guardian' of 
the Annual General Meeting held at the George 
Hotel.
It was gratifying to note that the new greens partially 
made during 1905 – viz., the 4th, 9th, 11th, 12th, 
and 13th – had stood the dry weather remarkably 
well…
The old 15th and 16th greens has suffered severely 
during the drought… it was felt that to patch them…
was simply a waste of money.

1906 Old 7th green



1906 Tom Williamson on the Old second hole

1907 Tom Williamson 69 & 67 record (Bogey 81)



1907 Non-stop train on Thursdays and Saturdays.    

1908 Train timetable
The Hollinwell & Annesley Station only appeared 
in Bradshaw's once in 1901 and after that they 
were pinned to the board at the Victoria Station



Pond by the Old 6th hole, no shot over water!

1908 "That so long as there are 300 members 
entitled to play (excluding from such members life 
members and junior members) no further playing 
members shall be elected."

1909 "Order 25 tons of Best Bright and 3 tons of 
Slack from Newstead Colliery and 3 truck-loads of 
Breeze from New Hucknall Colliery."

1909 From the Byelaws



28.12.08 'Sheffield Daily Telegraph' “Visit to 
Hollinwell” by Herbert Fowler (First class cricketer 
and golf architect who designed Walton Heath and 
made adjustments to Pebble Beach)
"…at Hollinwell a piece of ground which in all 
respects lends itself to the making of a 
championship green… Williamson is not only a fine 
player, but he has sound ideas of where bunkers 
ought to be, and is far above most professionals in 
this respect… The course at Hollinwell is laid out on 
a grand bit of golfing country… There is a large 
amount of this sandy golfing ground untouched, and 
I cannot help think that the club would be wise to 
take it all and make some more holes on it…. …
without some of it which lies to the west of the 
present course Hollinwell will not be made as good 
as it might be." 

1908 Clubhouse and Old 1st or New 4th hole



1908 Old 4th (par 3) or New end of 6th

1908 Possibly Old 1st green



1908 Old 5th 

1908 Old 5th New 7th green



1908 High faced bunkers were coming into fashion

1908 Old 6th New 8th green



1908 Old 7th green

1908 Old 8th New 14th 



1908 Looking south to Original 11th or Old 10th 
or New 9th green

1908 Old 10th tee



1908 View of Old 11th tee 

1908 Old 11th New 10th 



View across the Old 9th or New 14th with 15th 

1908 Old 15th green



1908 HD Snook and Tom Williamson left

1908 Lower fish pond



1908 Clubhouse and 18th green

Tom Williamson 



1909 England team beat Scotland 11-4

Tom Williamson played 8 times for England

Standing L-R: R Jones, E Ray, T Ball, JH Taylor, 
Unknown, J Sherrie

Seated L-R:  H Vardon, F Robson, T Williamson 
(Captain) , PJ Gaudin, T Vardon 



1909 England beat 
Scotland  

1909 
From the 
Byelaws



1910 From Bernard Darwin's book 'The Golf 
Courses of the British Isles': 
"The ball starts its career from the first tee a snowy 
white soon passing through a series of greys until it 
is coal black unless its complexion is renewed by 
the use of a sponge". 

From 1909 a team of leading amateurs from Nottinghamshire 
played a team of professionals who had learnt their golf at Bulwell 
Forest. The professionals invariably won!
Top row: 
H Mackie, CR Hemmingway (Found the Hollinwell site while 
contracting for the Great Central Railway. Captain 1898). Sir J 
Bright, CA Rastall (Match Secretary 1908-12) MG Bradley, EA 
Coutts, TG Mellors (Captain 1900)
Bottom row:
FJ March, AS Bright (Honorary Secretary for 33 years, 1913-18 
match secretary, 1927 Captain and remained on committee until 
1957. Also known for his replies in the suggestion book! Elected 
President of the English Golf Union in 1939, made a life member 
in 1947). HD Snook (Captain 1905), FH Radford, W Hollins



The Golf Courses of the British Isles by Bernard 
Darwin 1910 Publ. Duckworth & Co. Covent Garden

"Hollinwell is a wonderfully sandy course, and when 
there is a strong wind one may see great clouds of 
sand blowing down the course after the most 
approved seaside fashion. Sometimes we play 
down the valley, and sometimes we play across it, 
tacking this way and that, so that we are never 
hitting monotonously either with or against the 
wind…. 
This last hole lives in my memory from the fact that 
it gave to my companion a temporarily undeserved 
reputation among the golfers of Nottingham. Having 
played a round of almost unbroken sixes, he placed 
the ball close to the hole with a long iron shot for his 
third, and holed the putt before an awestruck 
assembly in the club house window with an air and 
manner suggesting that four was the highest rather 
than the lowest score that he had accomplished 
during the round. What is more, he only just failed 
to do the same thing in the afternoon, although the 
hole is 555 yards long. Such is the inveterate habit 
that some people have of playing to the gallery."

The last members playing on Saturdays were asked 
to collect the flags as they returned and the first 
members to play on Monday were asked to place 
them. There was no play on Sundays. 
 



1910 Sir Joseph Bright suggested approaching the 
Ecclesiastical Commission to acquire more land to 
the West. The committee did not support this 
suggestion. The middle pond was used for curling.

1911 Passenger numbers increased to 9,578 return 
trips by train. There was no road access to the 
railway station.    
Later that year Mr SA Derbyshire arranged a lease 
for 15 acres from the Ecclesiastical Commission for 
80 years just West of the course. Tom Williamson 
was asked his opinion about the course at that time 
and he said that the course lacked length, 
particularly in its second half, with a very poor 17th 
hole. The area leased by Mr Derbyshire would not 
be enough to extend the course. It was resolved to 
lease a further two hundred acres to the West and 
to ask Mr Derbyshire not to develop his land. Torrid 
negotiations ended in the club leasing the land, 
including that leased by Mr Derbyshire, from the 
Ecclesiastical Commission for £29 1s per annum 
thanks to the services of an intermediary, Mr TC 
Leman. It is ironic that Mr Derbyshire’s action, seen 
by members of the club as underhand, ended up 
achieving the result that Sir Joseph Bright had 
suggested several months beforehand and this led 
to the footprint of the course today. 
 



1911 Lease for land to 
the left of the road

1912 
Harold Larwood 
later of ‘bodyline’  

bowling was 
dismissed as a 
caddie by Tom 

Williamson for bad 
behaviour. 



How the course changed in 1912 - 1913 from 'Old' to 'New' 
The first three holes were new
Old first hole became the fourth hole (Old tee was then left of the 
current tee)
The New fifth hole replaced the Old second (Old second was 330 
yds long and a par four)
New sixth comprised Old third (375yds) and fourth holes (150yds)
New seventh was the Old fifth hole (385yds)
New eighth was the Old sixth hole (330yds)
New ninth is from a similar tee but to the Old tenth green and par 3
New tenth is the Old eleventh (300yds)
New eleventh is the Old twelfth (315yds)
New twelfth is the Old thirteenth (405yds)
New thirteenth is a new hole played to beyond the Old ninth green
New fourteenth is the Old eighth shortened (385yds)
New fifteenth is the Old seventh (405yds)
New sixteenth is played to the Old fifteenth green (420yds)
New seventeenth now covers the Old sixteenth (315yds) and Old 
seventeenth (160yds) 
New eighteenth shortened from Old eighteenth that was 553yds

1913 New Course. Tom Williamson designed 3 
new starting holes and revamped the rest (£321) 



'Original' Course 1901-1905 to scale

1901 The Original course 

1905-1912 Old Course 

The Original and Old course for comparison



Original, Old and New Course superimposed 
(Drawn to scale thanks to James Boon, architect)
Original course 1901 black, Old course 1912 red,         

New course 1913 in green

1913 New course to scale (thanks to James Boon)



1913 New Course (line diagram not to scale) 

1912 Old Course (line diagram of the time not to scale) 
It was not until the Original course was rediscovered in 
2019 that it was realised that this was not the course 

that Willie Park Jr. designed on 1901



February 1913 'Birmingham Golfer'

Williamson claims that the course would be rendered 
less fatiguing by lessening the amount of climbing, 
now generally admitted to be an undesirable feature 
at Hollinwell. The re-arrangement would also cause 
the playing holes which run parallel, and are in too 
close proximity to each other, to be discontinued; the 
distance on the outward and inward halves 
respectively would be more equal than as at 
present, and two separate starting points, both close 
to the clubhouse would be formed. A fifteen-hole 
game could therefore be arranged when time was 
limited. All blind drives are practically eliminated, and 
the length of the course would be increased by 
about 150 yards, the bogey being, 39 and 40, 
instead of 40 and 38 now in operation. 
 

1913 Ladies Open English Championship was 
inaugurated at Hollinwell. Won by Mrs. FW Brown



1913 New 1st tee 

1913 Fewer golfers came by train because of the 
coal strike. 
1913 Letter to Great Central Railway Company: Can 
you arrange that on Thursday 25th September the 
express train due to arrive at the Victoria station, 
Nottingham at 5.56pm and depart to Marylebone at 
5.59 stop and picks up 3 of the professionals JH 
Taylor, J Braid and G Duncan (from Hollinwell) so 
that they can go to London on the train (see next 
page for these players and others celebrating the 
opening of the New course).



To mark the opening of Hollinwell's New Course.
Back row from left: JD Player of Player's cigarettes, 
later captain and donor, 6th HD Snook a great 
amateur golfer and started the 'Nottingham Alliance' 
between professionals and amateurs with Tom 
Williamson.
Middle row from left: Tom Williamson, George 
Duncan, 4th JH Taylor, 5th James Braid.
Bottom far right: AS Bright Honorary Secretary for 
33 years, 1913-18 match secretary, 1927 Captain, 
was on committee to 1957 and he was also known 
for his acerbic replies in the suggestion book!
 



1913 Tom Williamson playing to the third hole (above) and 
Harry Vardon (below left), winners of the Sphere and Tatler 



1913 Tom Williamson and Harry Vardon, winners of the 
Sphere and Tatler foursomes Deal 



1913 Cartoon from The Midland Golfer about the 
Sphere and Tatler Foursome Match at Deal 

Tom's Cup won 1913 with Harry Vardon 
Tom gave the cup to NGC after 50 of years service 



3.5.13 'The Sphere' : Top right Mrs. FW Brown winner of 
the English Ladies' Golf Championship at Hollinwell. 

Top centre a group of Ladies at Hollinwell

5.5.14 
'Manchester Courier' 

Advertisment 
Note endorsement by 

Tom Williamson



JH Taylor helped 
Tom Williamson 
with course and 
bunker design in 
1902, 1905 and 

in 1912 

He is regarded as 
one of the finest 
bunker designers 

of his day

1913 The Bogey for the new course was fixed at 78
(note more par 5s - different balls and equipment)
Out: 4-5-5-5-3-5-5-4-3=39
Home: 4-4-5-3-4-5-4-5-5=39

1914 JH Taylor “The members of Notts GC ought to 
be exceedingly proud of having such a links. I know 
of no other inland course that could possibly 
compare with Hollinwell.” 

Tom Williamson tied for 4th place in the Open at 
Prestwick.



1914-18 Sixty-one members served and twelve 
died in the first World War.  

A memorial plaque of those killed in the first 
world war. Poignantly it was the only item that 
survived the clubhouse fire of 1924. 



1915 WL Rockley Military Cross 

Looking across the 3rd green 



15.4.1918 Courtesy of the green was offered to the 
2nd and 3rd West Riding Brigade.
7.3.1921 'Nottingham Guardian' 

“A Youthful Veteran”
 Tom Williamson’s 25 years with Notts. Golf Club

In 1897 Tom Williamson’s first important match was 
at Gourlay, of Lincoln, in a 36 hole home and away 
contest and he won by 18 up and 16 to play. He 
was 17. At 18 he won the Midland Championship at 
Streetley and that year he also beet Sandy Herd at 
Huddersfield, the only person to do so. 
Williamson considers his best round a 66 at 
Kilmalcolm in an invitation tournament 20 years 
ago, and his record around Holinwell is 67. 
He has always been regarded as an exceptionally 
steady golfer rather than a brilliant player, but of late 
his golf has been characterised by more enterprise 
and dash. 
One of his greatest successes was accomplished at 
the Walmley Tournament in the summer of 1918, 
when he finished first in the qualifying round in a 
field which included such formidable exponents as 
Duncan, Mitchell, Ritchie, Wilson and Mayo, and 
then won the knock-out tournament, beating L 
Holland (Northampton) in the final. 
Last year he won the Midland Championship at 
Moseley, and in September beat Duncan and 
Mitchell in an invitation exhibition match at 
Rauceby, breaking the record for the course with a 
brilliant 71.



The most remarkable shot he ever played was in 
the Midland Professional Tournament at Robin 
Hood in 1907. At the last hole he sliced his drive, 
and the ball lay behind the clubhouse with a huge 
tree also in a line for the green. Williamson wanted 
a 4 to finish first, and taking his courage in both 
hands he pitched out his mashie, pitched over the 
clubhouse, missed the tree by inches, and landed 
on the edge of the green. He secured the 4 and 
won the tournament. Members of the club have 
attempted the shot many times since, but have 
never succeeded in accomplishing it yet.  



12.9.19 Swings 'Sheffield Daily Telegraph'
Fom left to right: Abe Mitchell, R Jocobs, 

Tom Williamson, Ted Ray

1920 Putting 
green prepared. 
Paid for by  JD 
Player Captain 
and benefactor.



1921 Tom Williamson's Shop 

1923 2nd green 



1923 No caddie boys to be employed during the 
smallpox outbreak in Kirkby.

Debentures were raised to purchase the course 
from the Ecclesiastical Commission (£6,000). 
Sunday golf was started. Below is the original 
'Indenture' outlining the terms and area purchased. 

1924 Clubhouse gas lighting inserted. The 
clubhouse burnt down. A new clubhouse was built 
for £11,200 in part through insurance and a 
mortgage on favourable terms from John Player.  



19.12.1924 'Daily Mail' by Endersby Howard

“Daily Mail £1,000 Tournament” 

Hollinwell chosen for the Finals

During recent times the course has been greatly 
altered and improved, until now it ranks among the 
greatest inland greens in the scheme of golf. 
Indeed, widely travelled champions have declared it 
to be without an equal. It has the bold sweeping 
undulations of Sunningdale, and the same capacity 
as Sunningdale for bringing out all the character 
and individuality of the accomplished player in 
critical situations. 
Gone are most of the holes that existed on the hills 
of the far side when Duncan made his name there. 
The one that remains is the pick of them all – a long 
drive over the brow of a hill and a full second shot 
across a wise, deep valley…
Nottingham is one of the hotbeds and nurseries of 
golf in England. It has seven courses belonging to 
members, with Hollinwell as their king…

 
This was a prestigious tournament and the club was 
ready to hold it but then...



11.1.1924 Burnt out clubhouse

Cigarette 
card 

25.4.1925 'Nottinghan Guardian' 
Opening the new clubhouse 



1925 1st tee. 
Exhibition match 
for the opening of 

the new 
clubhouse. 

JH Taylor, Arthur 
Havers, Ernest 
Whitcombe and 
Tom Williamson

24.4.25 
'Nottingham Journal' 
The Duke of Portland 

opens the new 
clubhouse



18.5.1925 'Nottingham Guardian' 
The £1,200 Daily Mail Tournament at 

Hollinwell. Top left: C Johns the winner. Right: 
Tom Williamson joint second with 294

2,000 attended the first day, 
4,000 in the closing stages



1925 The Daily Mail Tournament. 
Charles Johns won. 

23.5.25 'The Illustrated Sporting 
and Dramatic News' 



18.5.1925 'The Athletic News' comment on the Daily Mail 
Tournament. Touts were asked to leave the course!



10.4.1926 View from 
inside the new clubhouse lounge



1928 Jock Ballantyne (won on 66th hole) 
Tom Williamson (referee) Henry Cotton  

1927 Tom Williamson 

1928 A practice ground was made by the 3rd hole.  



1928-9 Tom Williamson 
Captain of the PGA 

1929 Steel shafts legalised
1929 First green moved 30 
yards forwards to lengthen 
the hole. Bunker at the back 
of 13th was grassed over. 
1930 Article (left) in the 
'Yorkshire Post' about the 
novelty of the Hollinwell 
score card that also showed 
the course layout on its 
reverse side



1931 A water diviner was employed and as a result 
a bore hole was made in front of the 4th tee 
supposedly to reduce wet areas on the 4th and 18th 
fairways. 

1932 Dining room (downstairs until 1937) 

1932 Second green 



1932 Seventeenth green 

1932 13th green 



1932 Seventh green

Second hole with a sand scrape on the left



The Black Boy Hotel in Nottingham where some of 
the committee meetings were held in the 1930s



1933 (Left to Right) J Lee (Pro Chilwell), Tom Williamson, 
Walter Hagen (Four times Open Champion), TS Fulford 
(Pro Fulford), AN Lee (Capt' Notts), Desmore Shute (Open 
Champion), J Gibson (Pro Rushcliffe), AF Beck (Pro 
Sherwood), W Hancock (Ass' Pro Sherwood) 

1933 Desmore Shute (Open Champion) 
Walter Hagen, Tom Williamson, AG Beck 



1933 Tom Williamson in foreground 
and Walter Hagen behind

1933 Walter Charles Hagen at 
Hollinwell

He won 11 professional majors, 
third behind Jack Nicklaus (18) 
and Tiger Woods (16). He won 
the US Open twice and in 1922 
was the first US born golfer to 
win the British Open and he won 
it three more times. He had 45 
PGA wins and captained the 
Ryder Cup six times. He never 
won the Masters as it was only 
established in 1934 after his 
prime. 
 



1933 An exhibition match was held between 
Desmore Shute (Open Champion) and Walter 
Hagen (four times Open Champion) playing Tom 
Williamson and AG Beck of Sherwood Forest. 
These were the the international golfing stars of the 
day and this would have been a considerable coup 
for the club.

Hagen 69, Williamson and Shute 71and Beck 73

1933 Club tie with a red Robin Hoods on a Lincoln 
green background was introduced



21.7.33 'Nottingham Evening Post'
Exhibition Match 

1933 12th Tee during the match



1933 Enid Wilson, a member of Notts. Ladies Golf 
Club, retained her title of British Ladies Amateur 
Champion for the third consecutive year and she 
beat the American Champion in the Curtis Cup. 

Enid Wilson: Strength and power are the 
outstanding features...

1933 A subcommittee was appointed to consider 
the question of electric lights in the clubhouse, with 
the power to act! 



1933 Enid Wilson British Ladies Amateur Champion at 
Gleneagles having won for three consecutive years 



1935 Course map

24.7.1934 'Leeds Mercury' 
announced that the Ladies Golf 
Union had refused Enid Wilson 
entry into the Championship 
giving no reason although it was 
thought to relate to press articles 
she had written accompanied by 
advertisements. This was odd 
because the Union had just 
decided to suspend its ban on 
player-writers. The next year the 
Union asked Enid to apply to the 
R&A for reinstatement but she 
declined.  

1935 English Amateur Championship won by 
J Woolam at Hollinwell.



Pre-1935 Plans for gravity driven irrigation 



1936 Hollinwell Beer Cooler!

1935 Cover of Guide Book



1936 Avenue to 7th green with recently 
planted birch trees (no 8a or 9a then)

1936 A drink from the Well 



1936 Curling Pond with Tom Williamson measuring 

1936 Henry Longhurst a great friend to Hollinwell, 
he wrote a pamphlet about the course 



1936 Clubhouse 

1936 Hollinwell cigarette card 



1936 JD Player gave an all-weather golf 
school open to everyone including visitors 
(modelled on St. Andrews, then 3 years old).

1939 “Take out the gorse on the right of the 5th hole 
where practical” (repeated for 80 years!).  



Innovative reverse of 
scorecard acting as a 
stroke saver designed 
by Tom Williamson



1937 Legalised 4 ball matches at Hollinwell.

1939 September, all competitions were cancelled. 
The caddy master, assistant professional and four 
greenkeepers all left for the war leaving ‘two old 
ones and a very young one’ but fortunately one 
could drive a tractor! In 2nd World War Tom 
Williamson was appointed salvage secretary and 
handed over iron tee markers amongst other items. 
Competitions were suspended. RAF bases given 
concessions.  

Tom Williamson's swing



1937 Duke of Portland KG. Captain 

1937 16,000 caddy tickets sold



Minutes of Green Committee 8th October 1938

Tom Williamson was the main architect for the 
course after it was first laid out by Willie Park 
Junior. So, it is surprising to find the following item 
in the minutes of the Green committee on 8th 
October 1938: “To purchase stakes and necessary 
wire netting for enclosing 1,100 trees which were 
being given by the Dunrobin estate, Scotland” (see 
Figure below). There is no mention before or after 
this item about planting of trees in either the Green 
Committee or General Committee minutes. 

It seems that these trees were given by the 
Dunrobin estate, owned by the 5th Duke of 
Sutherland (situated near Dornoch in Scotland). So 
what was the connection with Hollinwell? See page 
333 for the answer. 



1944 5th tee with Tom Williamson centre watching 

1939 18th green Assistant Professional 
Tornament, GM White (Notts) winner 



1941 “Early on this year we purchased 24 chickens 
from you but during the summer we have 
unfortunately lost 9 through the foxes. …I shall be 
obliged if you will let me have a dozen 8-week old 
pullets.”

1942 Bus service started on Sundays as there was 
a reduced rail service. The clubhouse was offered 
to the Ministry of Health as a hostel for aged people 
who lost their homes in a raid.

1945 Fifty-eight members served and three gave 
their lives in the Second World War.

8.8.1947 'Nottingham Journal'  
Lotus Championship won by Norman Von Nida



30.5.1946 Celebrating 50 years of Tom Williamson 
playing at the club 
The Duchess of Portland observed:
“I have not played golf for six years owing to 
interference of three ministries – the exchequer 
which forced us to close our course at Welbeck, 
the ministry of war, who introduced tankers into 
the park, and the ministry of fuel and power, who 
prevented me getting to any other course." 
Tom was a servant to the club, and he did serve, 
albeit willingly. 
 

Tom Williamson and members 
of Notts. Ladies Golf Club



7.7.42 'Nottingham Journal'
I found Tom Williamson at home, at half-past nine 
on Sunday morning. “I thought you might be 
playing golf,” I said (Stanley Parker – artist). “Not 
on your life,” he replied, “I never work on a 
Sunday.” Of course, I hadn’t thought of it like that, 
“I’m breaking the rule of a lifetime,” he went on, 
“even seeing you.”
“You’d better do me with my cap on,” he said, 
“People won’t know me otherwise.” Be that as it 
may… That cap is one of the sights of 
Nottingham, and everyone is more cheerful for its 
appearance. It (or one like it) first hove into sight 
when its owner was seven years of age – the first 
caddy on the Bulwell Golf Course. “My father was 
a stationmaster,” he told me. “As a matter of fact, 
he is still 95. I saw him only last Sunday. I wanted 
to follow in his footsteps, but my eyesight wasn’t 
good enough…"
For there is something very attractive about Tom 
Williamson. I think it is the essential simplicity of a 
sportsman. Anyone who loves anything as 
wholeheartedly and unaffectedly as Tom 
Williamson loves golf must himself be rather 
lovable. And Tom, with his wicked old eyes, 
impertinent nose and humorous upper lip "Don’t 
overlook my moustache,” he reminded me, “It’s 
neither off, nor on” is just that.



Then too, he has travelled a great deal, and met 
all manner of men, not only golfers, and met them 
in circumstances in which the visor is down. He 
has that type of sophistication which often goes 
with extreme simplicity. “Of all the golfers you’ve 
ever met,” I asked him, “who stands out in your 
mind as the best?” He didn’t have to think long 
over that one. “Walter Hagen,” he replied 
immediately, “and in this country, Henry Cotton.”
Tom Williamson has won many championships. 
An internationalist for eight years in succession, 
he won the Midlands Professional Championship 
on seven occasions, and in 1909, captained the 
English team “A very great honour,” he says. But it 
is not just as a player or coach that Tom has made 
his name, but as an architect. 
  



1942 Sketch of 
Tom Williamson 

by Stanley Parke 



24.6.47 'Nottingham 
Evening Post'

 
Article on 50 years of Tom 
Williamson playing in the 

Open Championship

1947 Dai Rees on 16th tee 
at Hoylake with Tom 
Williamson watching 



1947 Aerial view

1947 Aerial view highlighting trees 
present at that time



7.8.47 Lotus Tournament 

1947 Golf Course Architect Mr SJ Morrison and 
Mr Harry Colt were asked to visit.  



1947 The Lotus Tournament
4th green, notice the mines in the background 

1950 18th hole with little evidence of any trees 



1948 A bucket of 25 balls replaced 50 balls for the 
cost of 1 shilling at the golf school.   
1949 84 acres were allocated for afforestation and a 
150 year lease was agreed with the Forestry 
Commission; they were planted out in 1953. 

1973 letter referring to planting and the 
planting in 1953 and plans for thinning



1955 New electric golf cart 

1953 England vs Canada Ladies International; 
England won 51/2 - 41/2.

31.3.1952 
'Nottingham Evening 
Post' announcing the 
inaugural Hollinwell 

Trophy 



1954 A Rolls Royce Lancaster bomber landed near 
the 14th fairway





Ron Harvey's account of the crash recovery



1957 Dunlop Masters 3rd green  

1955 Trees were planted left of the first fairway. 



1957 'Birmingham Post' report of Dunlop Masters 
won by Eric Brown. A crowd of 10,000 flooded to 
see the final round. 

22.9.1957 
'The People' 



1957 Dunlop Masters 
Looking up 3rd green 

1957 Eric Brown as John Jacobs 
looks on in Dunlop Masters 



1957 Henry Cotton article on The Dunlop Masters

"The greens were true enough, but I could not read 
them well."

Rabbits had been a big problem for years but 
Myxomatosis solved the problem in the early 50s. 



1957 Tiger tees before Tiger 

1959 “A ball lying in a rabbit scrape on the course or 
putting green which cannot be touched by the shaft 
of a club laid across may be picked and dropped no 
nearer the hole without penalty.”



1957 Course layout

1957 Television tower 
for the Dunlop Masters 



1959 3rd green, few trees compared with today

1960 
Cartoon



1961 Dunlop Tournament Guy Wolstenholme 
Brian Bamford, Dai Rees, Max Faulkner 

1959 18th green 



1959 Brabazon Trophy, Doug Sewell (above) won

1961 Dunlop Golf Tournament £6,000 purse was 
won by the Australian Kel Nagle (above). He had 
won the Open in 1960. 
1962 It was agreed to discontinue the practice of 
lost balls being recovered by dogs. The minutes 
suggest that it was deemed as unfair as a 
member had a particularly diligent dog!
1963 Hollinwell and Annesley railway station 
closed as part of the Beeching cuts.



1964 English Amateur 
Championship won by David 
Marsh (left). He was to win it 
again in 1970. A Walker Cup 
player in 1959 and 1971 and 
Captain of the R&A 1990.

1964 English Amateur Championship 
David Marsh winner



1964 Aerial view 

1964 The bunkers were redesigned with the top of 
the faces made of earth to prevent players leaving 
the bunker by way of the face. 
1966 8a and 9a in use (they subsided in 1979). 
Frank Pennink engaged to look at layout and course 
“….some of the very best golfing country to be 
found anywhere inland in this country….” Most of 
his recommendations were held in abeyance with 
only alterations to three holes. David Talbot, the 
Club’s Professional, was asked to comment on 
Pennink’s plans with a mixed response. 



1965 fifth hole 

1965 second green 



1965 The 4th tee of the day with a golf cart on it! 

1965 Thirteenth hole 



1967 After the breathalyser came in bar takings 
were down by 23% compared to the year before. 

1965 Fourteenth hole 

1965 Seventh hole 



1967 New electric trolleys available.  

1968 Sumrie Golf 
Tournament won by 
Brian Huggett 
(right) the Welsh 
golfer. This was 
amongst 33 other 
professional wins.  
He played in the 
Ryder Cup six 
times.



1966-73 JW Marshall Caddie Master   
DS Robinson Secretary, W Bird Assistant

1968 Aerial view 



1968 17th hole 

1970 15th green 



1970 Eric Brown and Brian Waites 

1970 Mr and Mrs Harry Bell 



1969 Brian Waites 
appointed professional            
(see cutting from           
16 .5.1969 left).
In 1983 he played in the 
Ryder Cup, the last club 
professional to do so. 
He was also the first 
person to play in over 
100 tournaments on the 
European Seniors Tour 
(please see section on 
Brian Waites).
 

1970 The John Player 
Classic £25,000, the 
largest prize mioney in 
the history of the game 
was won by Christy 
O’Connor. Known as; 
'himself' amongst his 
peers, he played in the 
Ryder Cup ten times 
and was in the top ten 
in the Open on ten 
occasions. 



1970 18th hole 

1970 Christie O'Connor won the John Player Classic 



12.9.1970 Tony Jacklin's praise for Hollinwell at 
The John Player Classic Tournament, the 

largest purse to date (£70,000)



1970s The old 19th hole 
Coupes, Goldies and Burts 

1972 Aerial view 



1971 Carpets were 
purchased for the lounge 
to replace colliery belting 
(an example is given on 
the left). 'Manriding' to the 
face was how you got to 
the coal face one mile 
away from the pit top at 
Newstead colliery with 
four changes. Colliery 
belting was sturdy stuff 
but not aesthetic!

1992 A new flagpole thanks to Michael Rowen, 
a great supporter of Notts. Golf Club



1973 Frank Pennink gave an updated report.  He 
made some suggestions that were thought to be 
interesting (placing the 5th green to the right of the 
pond where the current 6th blue tee is) but it was 
also thought that there was nothing wrong with the 
current layout! A new 8th back tee was introduced 
with play over the pond fed by the Hollinwell. 
 
1974 Trees left of the 1st fairway were placed to 
screen the new colliery tip.  

1974 150 years 
celebration of RNLI 



1974 Lifeboat ProAm Peter Townsend         
Brian Close, Dick Sykes, unknown 

1975 Sandy Lyle 
Brabazon Trophy



1976 A fire on holes 
10,11 and 12 persisted 
for 8 days and a fire 
brake had to be dug to 
stop it. 
1977 PGA Club 
Professional 
Championship won by 
David Huish 
(pronounced Hush) and 
professional at North 
Berwick.

1976 English Ladies Amateur Championship won by 
Lynne Harold (no contemporaneous picture found).

1975 Brabazon 
Trophy won by 
Sandy Lyle. He 
went on to win 
the Open in 1985 
and the Masters 
in 1988. 



1976 Fire on the 10th,11th and 12th 



1979 'Golf Planner' 



1978 Ladies British Open 
Amateur Championship 
won by Edwina Kennedy 
(left). The first Australian 
to do so. 

1981 Diocese DN 2 Champions all Notts members 

1977 Trees were planted behind the 11th green.  



1982 Celebrity Pro-Am Brian Close, Bernhard 
Langar, Tony Jacklin, Henry Cooper 

1982 Brian Barnes, Jimmy Tarbuck, 
Jerry Stevens, Nick Faldo 



1982 
Haig 

Trophy 
leaflet 

1982 The Haig (Tournament Players Championship) 
won by Nick Faldo (now Sir). The greens were voted 
as being the best on the European Tour that year. He 
won with  69-70-67-69=270. He went on to win the 
Masters three times -1989,1990,1992, and the Open 
1987, 1990 and 1992. 



1982 Brian Barnes take on slow play 
during the Haig Trophy 

Brabazon Trophy 1983 Charlie Banks a member 
of Notts. Golf Club on the 13th hole.  



1982 Subsidence on 8a and 9a fairways. 
1982 Half way house built. 
1983 Norwegian pines placed left of 3rd fairway.

1983 Land was 
purchased from the 
coal board to extend 
the driving range 
(triangle).

1983 Brabazon Trophy Charlie Banks receives 
the trophy from John Cheatle, President EGU 



1984 Hollinwell ranked 13th in 
Golf World Top UK Courses 

Dam for the pond on the 8th  



1985 



1986 Jim Arthur (STRI) ….danger with DIYS 
architecture…. I strongly advise calling in a golf 
architect…. Donald Steel. Jim Arthur wrote ….we 
must control seedling trees… remember there are 
still an awful lot of trees compared to the turn of the 
century. Gorse needs cutting back. 
Donald Steel Report : …advance in the 
manufacturing of clubs and balls…. in the past few 
players could hit the ball 200 yards…. what is 
palpably absurd is when, under normal conditions, 
good players, using the championship tees, pay no 
regard to any of the fairway bunkers”. “Hollinwell 
would be a demanding course if it didn’t have any 
bunkers at all but it struck me that the reason the top 
professionals always seem to score well (apart from 
playing in friendly conditions) is that many of the 
greens are too wide open…. Hitting the fairway may 
not be good enough. The correct side of the fairway 
may be the crucial factor”. “Growth of rough and 
heather are vital to Hollinwell’s defences…”. 
Over the next few years the several bunkers were 
inserted to make the course tighter. 

1987 British 
Youths' 

Championship 



Centenary Year 1987



1987 Course layout



1986 Twenty-three members over 70yrs was recorded 
in the minutes as a concern. 
1987 The Centenary Year of the Club. British Youth 
Amateur Championship won by James Cook.
1987 Janet Collingham, a Notts. Ladies Golf Club 
member, won the British Amateur Ladies 
Championship at Royal St. David’s Golf Club.
1989 English Ladies Strokeplay Championship Sara 
Robinson.
1992 Brabazon Trophy won by Ignacio Garrido (below). 
Playing with his father, Antonio, they were the second 
father and son to both play in the Ryder Cup team, the 
first were Percy and Peter Aliss.   



1987 Up the 13th 

1992 Brabazon Trophy 18th hole 



1992 'Golf World Magazine'

Ranked 18th in the British Isles

Top-Five Inland Courses
1. Ganton
2. Woodhall Spa
3. Sunningdale Old
4. Wentworth (West)
5. Notts

1992 Ignacio Garrido 
Brabazon Trophy 



1997 Dress code relaxed (smart casual dress until 
8pm).
1998 Computer linked Secretary to Professional’s 
shop.

1994 Ladies British 
Senior Championship 

won bu Diane Williams,
 an accomplished 
Canadian golfer 

1996 English Amateur 
Championship won by 

Shaun Webster. Twenty 
three years later he was 
still playing in the Final 

Open Qualifier at 
Hollinwell.



2001 
New pond by 

4th being 
examined by 

Phil Stain 

2001 New 
pond on 
4th hole 

1990 Aerial 
view 



2000 Drive to restore heathland started

2000 European 
Mid-Amateur won 

by F Illoux  

2002 Midland Open 
won by Gary 

Wolstenholme

2002 Ken Moodie and Ken Brown were asked to 
make proposals for course improvement. Many of 
their recommendations took place.



2004 English Amateur Championship won by 
James Heath. 

2005 A fairway ‘shaping experiment’ took place 
cutting to a width of 25 yds at 250-270 from the 
championship tees. This proved too difficult for day-
to-day play. New tees on 10th, 12th and 13th a 
success.
2006 8A and 9A were rebuilt to a design prepared 
by John Ludlow who had a background in 
agricultural matters and had been a member for a 
number of years. Ian Mclachlan drove the project, 
including raising most of the funds from members.
 

2007 Jacques Leglise Trophy won by Great Britain 
and Ireland against Europe. 

    2007 Jaques Legise Trophy Fleetwood, 
  'Beef 'Johnston, Eddie Pepperell and others



2008 New Blue tee on the 2nd hole.

2011 Mackenzie Ebert were asked to advise on 
course setup. A short game area constructed thanks 
to the legacy of Jeff Leadley. A new irrigation system 
was installed.

2012 Ken Moodie and Ken Brown were asked to 
update proposals for course improvement. 

2016 Updated the course policy document, written 
in 2011, that prevented any significant changes to 
the course without approval from a golf architect. 

2017 A Green course was introduced for junior and 
shorter hitting players. 

Hollinwell awarded the National BIGGA 
Environment Prize for fourth consecutive year. 

2012 R&A Boys 
Amateur 
Championship 
won by Matthew 
Fitzpatrick 



2013 Club's New Strategy and Aims adopted.

2015 Brabazon Trophy won by Cormac Sharvin
Brabazon Trophy at Hollinwell for the fifth time

 



2015 8th hole

11th hole 

13th hole



2017 Before the greens 
compound was built 

2016 Gravel and epoxy 
resin path on the 13th

2018 A very hot 
summer 
4th hole



2017 The Open Final Qualifying Series

2018 The Open Final Qualifying Series
Ashton Turner, Oliver Wilson and Rhys Enoch 



Final Qualifying 2019 at Hollinwell
Andrew Wilson – Rockliffe Hall 69 68 (-7) 1st
Thomas Thurloway (a) – Chartham Park EX 
(2018 English Amateur) 69 69 (-6) 2nd
Ashton Turner – Kenwick Park 67 72 (-5) T3 
(after play-off)

2018 The Claret Jug 
at Hollinwell 



2019 Matin Ebert 
engaged as 

course architect

2017 Open Championship Final Qualifying Series 

Mark Foster (1st)

Joe Dean (Qualified) Open finished T70

Laurie Canter (Qualified) Open finished T37

2018 Open Championship Final Qualifying Series 

Ashton Turner (1st)  

Oliver Wilson (Qualified)

Rhys Enoch (Qualified) Open finished T67

2019 Open Championship Final Qualifying Series  

Andrew Wilson (1st) finished Open T64

T Thurloway Amateur (Qualified) 

Ashton Turner (Qualified) Open finished T70  



2020 Waste ares created on the 5th 
hole, many had existed in 1901



Top Left of picture: 
Robin Hood's Chair 

A Herdwick sheep for 
gorse and self-set 

control

Phil Stain 
Beekeeping 



2017, 2018, 2019...



Tom Williamson: A Remarkable Life

Tom Williamson served the club for 54 years. He 
also played in the Open over 50 years, finishing in 
the top ten on six occasions. He was a renowned 
clubmaker being the first to number clubs and he 
also designed sixty courses.  



1889 The Williamson Family at Bulwell Station

Hugh, Edmund (father became Pro at Sutton-
on-Sea then Matlock), Lilian, Edmund, Tom 

Tom Williamson was born on 9th February 1880 
the son of a station master (see above). 
“My first introduction to golf was not the 
pleasantest, and one which I will never forget, for it 
occurred at a time when I first saw a golf ball 
struck. I was coming home from school, across the 
common, before the golf course was made. "I saw 
two gentlemen, Mr John Doleman and Mr John 
Harris, both Scotsmen and pioneers of golf in this 
country, knocking a ball over some clear ground, 
and after the latter had struck the ball, I ran after it 
and brought it back with great glee. Much to my 
surprise, instead of receiving thanks he took me by 
the ear and made me place the ball at the spot at 
which I had picked it up. 



To make matters worse, after receiving a scolding 
from him, a little later in the day John Harris saw me 
with my father, and, recognising me he told my 
father of the foolish things I had done, and I 
received a further reprimand of a much more painful 
character from my father. I have never picked up 
another ball since! A few days later I caddied for Mr 
Harris and we became lifelong friends". 

Tom initially played golf with parts of gorse branches 
shaped like a club. At 14 years old he had collected 
a few old clubs and he joined the Artisan’s club 
which was founded by his father. He caddied from 
an early age carrying three or four clubs’ underarm 
for 2 pence per round. He did not anticipate a life in 
golf himself, but his poor eyesight precluded him 
from following the railway and poor health 
interrupted his training in the lace trade which were 
the main local employers. He said that he never 
saw a ball but knew instinctively where to find it. 
Having said that he didn’t expect to become a 
professional golfer. 
He was sent to North Berwick in 1895 to learn club-
making at the late JH Hutchison’s shop. He 
received a good reference when he applied to Notts 
Golf Club (see next two pages). 
 



Tom Williamson had a good reference from JH Hutchison 
please see next page for the telling transcript   

1896 Reference for Tom Williamson by 
JH Hutchison, clubmaker 



I have very much pleasure in giving this 

testimonial to Mr Tom Williamson who was sent by 

his father to my shop to get a further insight into 

the business of golf club making of which he had 

a pretty fair idea before coming to me, during the 

several months which he has wrought with me he 

has proved himself a very apt pupil indeed making 

rapid and satisfactory progress in all the branches 

and is now able without assistance to turn out a 

very fair club indeed and might with any little more 

practice take a journeyman’s situation in any 

workshop as a clubmaker he does jobbing rapidly 

and tastefully also he is of a very obliging 

disposition particularly polite a good manner good 

personal appearance a very good golfer, likewise 

coach, knows the work to be done on the green 

thoroughly and I should consider his services 

fortunate as I am confident he will prove a faithful 

steady and honest servant as he has been under 

my eye both in my shop and my dwelling house 

for a considerable time and I have never found 

him otherwise than what a father would like his 

son to be. 

JH Hutchison 22nd February 1896



In February 1896 it was suggested at a committee 
meeting that Tom Williamson should be engaged as 
the professional at 10 shillings a week, but this was 
rejected. 
At the end of the month he wrote to ask if he could 
be clubmaker with his wages to be decided by the 
committee. 

His letter of instruction included:
1. He should be at the service of any member to 
play with them at a charge of 1s 6d a round.
2. He should take charge of the clubhouse and be 
responsible for its safety.
3. He should manage the caddies and the caddie 
shelter.
4. He should conduct the medal days.
5. He should assist in keeping the course and 
greens in order giving your services upon them for 8 
hours a week. 
6. You should take profits from making, mending and 
selling clubs and balls.
7. I want to make it quite clear that the engagement 
is temporary. 

He was appointed on 5 shillings a week and he was 
never formally asked to stay. 



In 1897 he played in the Open Championship at 
Hoylake when first prize was £5 and he then played 
in the Open over the next 50 years except during 
the war years when it was not held. He finished in 
the top ten on six occasions. 
1898 He broke the course record at Bulwell Forest 
with 74.
In 1899 he broke the course record at Bulwell 
Forest with 69 shots when the course had  a Bogey 
of 79.
The same year he played Harry Vardon, the Open 
Champion, over 36 holes. Vardon won by 2 holes.

1899 Harry Vardon vs Tom Williamson 



Presented by The Notts. Golf Club as a mark of 
our appreciation of the high place taken by him in 

The Open Golf Championship Sandwich 1899 

22.8.1899  'Golf Illustrated'

"Tom Williamson, Professional to the Notts Golf 

Club, is regarded by many competent judges as 

one of the most promising of the younger school 

of English golfers... 

His outstanding public performance is the tieing 

for ninth place this year in the Open 

Championship at Sandwich in which he finished 

in front of players such as Mr. Hilton, Sandy 

Herd, Willie Park, and Sayers, and played a 

round of 76, then the record of the green." 



1900 Tom Williamson with staff 

1900 Bulwell Forest Clubhouse. Tom on the right,
he doesn't seem keen on posing for the camera!



October 1900 James Braid v Tom Williamson 
At Bulwell Forest James Braid hit the ball 488 
yards in two shots, and he won by one shot on 
the first round and four on the second round. 

James Braid and Tom Williamson 



In 1901 Tom married Charlotte Brooksby 

and the club moved to Hollinwell

1900 Tom Williamson aged 20



He gained a reputation for making excellent clubs 
with hickory shafts, calf grips and Stewart iron 
heads. He was the first golf professional to 
number iron clubs. He received favourable 
comments in ‘Golfing’ about his club making and 
the club has several fine specimens.  

1905 Invoice 
from Tom 
before he 

started 
numbering irons  

No. 4 Mashie 

(Stadium) 1906 one 

of  Tom's first 

numbered irons

(see online book on 

Tom Williamson for 

more details)



He played for England versus Scotland in 1904, 5, 
6, 7, 9, 10 , 12 and 13 and was Captain in 1909. 
This was the most prestigious team match of its 
time until the Ryder Cup started in 1927. 
In 1913 he went round the then 'New’ Hollinwell 
course in 67, it had a Bogey of 79. 

1909 England team beat Scotland 11-4  



1913 Tom Williamson 
and Harry Vardon, 

winners of the Sphere 
and Tatler foursomes 

Deal 



In the first world war he worked 44 hours a week for 
6d an hour in Hyson munitions factory and attended 
the course on Thursday afternoons and Saturdays 
(he promised his mother that he would never play on 
Sundays so he had some long working days).

Tom Williamson on the  2nd tee 



The Midland Professional Stroke-Play 

Championship is the oldest championship in 

professional golf having first been contested in  

1897 and run by the Midland Counties Professional 

Golf Club. The Midland Professional Stroke-Play 

Championship was the forerunner of the PGA 

Matchplay Championship that started in 1903. Tom 

Williamson was the first to win it in 1897 and he 

went on to win it in 1898, 1900, 1904, 1907, 1920, 

1922. For a number of years, until at least 1924, 

the Midland Professional Stroke-Play 

Championship winner also received the Chance 

Challenge Cup and qualified them for the News of 

the World Match Play Tournament. In 2011 the 

Chance Challenge Cup was played separately in a 

Midland section qualifying event and Tom won it. 

Tom was Captain of the PGA in 1928-9.   

Tom won the Midland Challenge Cup (it was a 

foursomes event and he had various playing 

partners) in 1903, 1905, 1914, 1919, 1925, 1926 

and 1927.

Midland Professional Performance 



Tom was a PGA founder member in 1902 and he 

would go on to become Captain of the Professional 

Golfers Association in 1928-29.

1928-9 Tom Williamson 
Captain of the PGA 



In 1921 he was made an 
honorary member of Notts 
Golf Club, and a testimonial 
raised £200. Few would 
have thought that he would 
serve the Club for a further 
29 years.
 



He taught Enid Wilson, who won the British Ladies 
Open on three occasions (1931-33). She wrote “I 
would like also to pay tribute to my mentor Tom 
Williamson – any success I had in the game I 
attribute to his unfailing patience, and exceptional 
skill in coaching the game”. 

1936 Curling 
Pond with Tom 

Williamson 
measuring -  he 
was an intricate 

part of the 
club's life



Tom won the Midland Professional and Amateur 
Championship at Olton in 1931. This cartoon has 
Tom Williamson with an eagle on his hat 
appeared in the 'Birmingham Gazette' 9.10.1931  



1947 Dai Rees on 16th tee at Hoylake 
Tom Williamson watching 



To add to his duties, he was also the head 
greenkeeper at Hollinwell and oversaw the green 
staff and reported to the greens committee. 
He designed over 60 courses including Worksop, 
Wollaton, Willesey Park, Radcliffe-on-Trent, 
Beeston Fields, Rushcliffe, Stanton-on-the-Wolds, 
Kedleston Park, Coxmoor, Newark, Retford, Belton 
Park, Golf & Country Club Zurich. He used 
plasticine models of greens and bunkers on his 
kitchen table as a design aid.



Open Championship Record 

1897-1947

Year

1987

1898

1899

1900

1901

1902

1903

1904

1905

1906

1907

1908

1909

1910

1911

1912

1913

1914

War

1920

1921
 

Venue

Hoylake

Prestwick

Sandwich

St Andrews

Muirfield

Hoylake

Prestwick

St George’s

St Andrews

Muirfield

Hoylake

Prestwick

Cinque Ports

St Andrews

Sandwich

Muirfield

Hoylake

Prestwick

Cinque Ports

St Andrews

TW’s score

349

328

326

MC

MC

333

317

MC

331

317

319

320

NP

314

MC

315

317

312

322

302
 

Place

37

21

9

30

11

13

19

7

35

19

17

7

4

26

6
 

Winner

H Hilton

H Vardon

H Vardon

JH Taylor

J Braid

A Herd

H Vardon

J White

J Braid

J Braid

A Massey

J Braid

JH Taylor

J Braid

H Vardon

E Ray

JH Taylor

H Vardon

G Duncan

J Hutchison

Winner’s score

314

307

310

309

309

307

300

296

318

300

312

291

295

299

303

295

304

306

303

296
 

 

1922 - 1947 next page

MC missed the cut
NP not play



Year

1922

1923

1924

1925

1926

1927

1928

1929

1930

1931

1932

1933

1934

1935

1936

1937

1938

1939

War

1946

1947

The rest of Tom Williamson's 

Open Appearances  

Venue

St George’s

Troon

Hoylake

Prestwick

Royal Lytham

St Andrews

Sandwich

Muirfield

Hoylake

Carnoustie

Sandwich

St Andrews

St George’s

Muirfield

Hoylake

Carnoustie

St George’s

St Andrews

St Andrews

Hoylake

TW’s score

316

304

310

MC

306

300

311

313

MC

303

MC

308

308

MC

MC

MC

MC

MC

MC

MC
 

Placing

28

12

13

14

10

21

25

12

44

42

 

Winner

W Hagen

AG Havers

W Hagen

J Barnes

RT Jones

RT Jones

W Hagen

W Hagen

RT Jones

T Armour

G Sarazen

D Shute

H Cotton

A Perry

A Padgam

H Cotton

R Whitcombe

R Burton

S Snead

F Daley

Winner’s score

300

295

301

300

291

285

292

292

291

296

283

292

283

283

287

290

295

290

290

293
 MC missed the cut 



He was methodical and adapted the course to 
react to length with equipment changes. He also 
softened some of the original sharper features to 
produce slopes that could be maintained and 
would spread wear (extracts taken from SG 
Marnoch, Golf Course Architect, thesis on Tom 
Williamson). 

In 1950 he retired after 54 consecutive years of 
service.

What was Tom's legacy? The professionals he 

nurtured, courses he designed, numbering clubs, 

his playing record, and his jewel is Hollinwell, a 

club where the principal interest is in playing golf. 

Please see the online book on Tom Williamson for 

more on Tom, his innovations, club making, 

course design and humanity.





Brian Waites 

The Last Ryder Cup Club Professional

Brian Waites was the professional at Hollinwell 

between 1969 and 1998. He is best known for being 

the last club professional to play in the Ryder Cup. 

This was in 1983 and at 43 years old he was also 

the oldest player to be selected for the first time.

He turned professional in 1957 and played on the 

European Tour through most of the 1970s and 

1980s. He was in his prime between 1978 and 1984, 

ranking between 10th and 22nd on the Order of 

Merit in each of those seven years. He won the 

Nottinghamshire Championship seven times, the 

Notts Professional Strokeplay Championship seven, 

times and the Notts Professional Matchplay 

Championship five times.



In his last round of the John Player Classic at 

Hollinwell in October 1970 he equalled the course 

record with a round of 68. In 1978 he won the 

Tournament Players Championship. He made the 

cut in nine Open Championships and represented 

England in the World Cup in 1980, 1982 and 1983. 

In 1990 he became a Senior and in 1990 and 1991 

he won the PGA Senior Championship. In 1992 he 

joined the European Seniors Tour and had a 

successful career at that level, winning four 

tournaments and making the top ten on the Order of 

Merit four times. He was the first man to play 100 

tournaments on the European Seniors Tour. All 

together he had 32 professional wins. 

For his achievements the Club made him an 

Honorary Life Member.
 

1983 Brian Waites 
with Jack Nicklaus 
before the Ryder 

Cup



The 1983 Ryder Cup Team (European)

(Top row) 

Nick Faldo, Sam Torrance, Sandy Lyle, Tony Jacklin (Capt)

Bernard Gallacher, Severiano Ballesteros, Jose-Maria 
Canizares

(Bottom row) 

Gordon Brand, Ken Brown, Ian Woosnam, Bernhard Langer,     
Paul Way, Brian Waites

   



Brian Waites and Corey Pavin B&H at Fulford 

Paul Way and Brian Waites 

1983 PGA National Golf Club in Palm Beach 



The 1983 Ryder Cup Team (European)

(Top row) 

Nick Faldo, Sam Torrance, Sandy Lyle, Tony Jacklin (Capt)

Bernard Gallacher, Severiano Ballesteros, Jose-Maria 
Canizares

(Bottom row) 

Gordon Brand, Ken Brown, Ian Woosnam, Bernhard Langer,     
Paul Way, Brian Waites



Calvin Peete and Brian Waites 
1983 PGA National Golf Club in Palm Beach 





Hollinwell 
The name Hollinwell is probably an abbreviation of 
Holy Leen well which comes from the monks of 
Newstead Priory stopping there when they walked to 
and from Newstead Priory to Kirkby (it wasn’t an 
Abbey then as it is named now having been founded 
by Henry II in 1170 as penance for the murder of 
Thomas Becket). It is the source of the river Leen.

John Speed 1610 'Countie of Nottingham'

Note how few trees there were around Hollinwell
Red arrow points to the area of Hollinwell



1724 Map by Herman Moll 

The first record of the spring may be in 1445-6 
where there is mention of ‘…. in waste lands of Kygill 
and Ravenshead…. beneath Kyrkeby Clyffs….the 
felling of trees….fully of said 40 acres, for the 
salvation of the spryng’ (Walker, V., and Duncan, G., 
(1940), Newstead Priory: Cartulary, 1344, and Other 
Archives on pages 229, Archive 5, 1455-6). The red 
arrow is the approximate site of Hollinwell today.  



The maps of the land that Newstead Priory owned 
from 1170 onwards have never included the area 
that includes Hollinwell, and the parish boundary lies 
South of Hollinwell. The maps of Robert Morden 
1650-1703, and Moll H. 1724, show no evidence of 
a spring in the area. A map by Bankes R. (Sherwood 
Forrest in 1609: A Crown Survey), shows a pond at 
the origin of the river Leen but it is unnamed. 

In 1774 John Chapman printed a map that named 
Mosley Spring & Leen Head (above) as did one by 
John Carey in 1805. It was only in 1836 and the first 
ordnance survey map that the name Hollinwell 
appears and it is different from Mosley Spring & 
Leen Head which is marked and named separately. 
Another map in the same year by George 
Sanderson clearly names it as ‘Hollin well’.  



The fresh water spring of Hollinwell emanates from 
a crack in the sandstone and it is now framed by 
blocks of the same stone. Springs also exist behind, 
as well as around, the 8th tee and extrude through 
sand. It is not known who placed the uncemented 
sandstone blocks around the well, but it is likely that 
they were placed in the 18th century (personal 
correspondence: RB Parish’s author of “Holy Wells 
and healing springs of Nottinghamshire” as in the 
Victorian period it was popular to use pulhamite, 
rather than sandstone). 
 

1836 Map of 'Hollin well' (white arrow) by Geo Sanderson 



The sandstone blocks were present in the early 
1900s when it was overgrown 

photo under licence to use © picturethepast.org.uk



HOLLINWELL



Caddies
This précis offers a social history over the years, 
touching on class division with a smattering of 
benevolence. 

The word Caddie derives from the French word 'le 
cadet', meaning 'the boy' or the youngest of the 
family. The word 'cadet' appears in English from 
1610 and the word 'caddie' or 'cadie' shortly after 
that in 1634. A Cady, Caddy, Cadie or Caddie 
became used for a general-purpose porter or errand 
boy in Scottish towns in the 18th Century, 
particularly used for delivering water in the days 
before modern utilities. They were formed into a 
society in Edinburgh in 1711, with self-imposed 
rules and published fees. Caddies are often 
mentioned in texts as carrying golf clubs, but it was 
not until 1857 that the Dictionary ascribes the use to 
those carrying golf clubs. In the early days there 
were no bags, and the clubs were carried in a 
bundle.

1896 Harry Vardon and Ben Sayers with 
Tom Williamson caddying on the right



Tom Williamson was the first caddie at Bulwell 
Forest in 1887 at seven years of age (7.7.42 
'Nottingham Journal') “In those days there were 
no such things as sand boxes, hole tins, caddie 
bags, etc. and caddies had to carry wet sand in 
their pockets. Those players without caddies had 
to take a pinch (of sand) out of the hole on the 
putting green, and sometimes the holes became 
quite a foot deep.” 

Caddies at Hollinwell

1883 Caddies registered 1st class 4p/round 

1890 Proposed that the committee be authorised to 
give good conduct badges to caddies who may be 
recommended by members. A letter was received 
from J Spyor, Coventry Road Board School, listing 
the names of boys who were truant on Thursdays. It 
was agreed to register caddies who could produce 
evidence that they were not obliged to go to school.  



Some Caddies and how some of their careers 
developed:
Fred White. He lost a leg working in a lace 
factory and became Tom Williamson’s first 
assistant. He took off his false leg and put it in 
his locker and go to the first tee on his crutches. 
He was a single figure golfer and became 
managing director of a large clay pot 
manufacturer, Sankey’s of Bulwell. 
Jimmy Cantrell, was a scratch golfer and centre 
forward for Notts. County and England.
C Pilkington, a deaf and dumb man who worked 
for 40 years for Tom taking the train from Bulwell 
common. He caddied for Mr William Hollins of 
Pleasley Hall and ‘Viyella’. He was off scratch.
Wilfrid Reid was born in Bulwell in 1884, he was 
scratch at 15, became the professional at 17 at 
La Boulie GC, Versailles then moved to 
Banstead Downes. He came 4th in the 1916 US 
Open and he won the Michigan PGA 
Championship in 1926. 

Wilfrid Reid
1904 



1891 “Members are requested to engage caddies 
only at the clubhouse, and to see that those 
engaged hold the ticket issued by the club."
1893 Caddies registered. A first-class caddie 
charged 4d a round (whereas they could earn 1s 
10d in a coal mine per day).  
1895 A caddie shelter was built for £25. 

Wilfid Reid's mentor was Tom and  Harry Vardon 
and in 1913 he went with Vardon and Ted Ray to 
play in several tournaments. He became 
professional at Seaview GC, New Jersey then the 
Country Club, Detroit then Grosse Point Farms, 
Michigan then Beverley Country Club, Chicago then 
Broadmoor GC, Colorado then Semilone, North 
Palm Beach then Atlantic City GC, New York then 
Wilmington Country Club, Delaware.  

Wilfid Reid
1926 



1897 Insufficient number of caddies to employ a 
caddie master but they need to be registered and 
have a number - Tom Williamson's duty. 

1898 The caddies were in open revolt about their 
remuneration. They tore up flags and refused to 
carry when Tom Williamson was away in Scotland. 
Punishment was agreed by the committee that 
varied from dismissal to being degraded to 2nd 
class. After this, caddies were engaged through the 
professional.
1899 The first full-time caddie master appointed.  
Twenty shillings was allocated by the committee to 
Dr Neilson in order to pay for medical expenses 
when one of the caddies was ill.  



1890 Caddies were looked after by the club with 
sports days, a library, allotments and they were 
encouraged to attend evening classes. 
4.12.1901 Caddies 9p/round. 1p was the caddie 
master’s commission. 2nd round 1/2p per hole. 3p 
lunch check if more than one round. 
You will see that caddies frequently accompany 
players in photos taken around this time.
18.3.1903 Letter to the Station Master, Bulwell
Dear Sir,
My committee are about to introduce regulations as 
to the lads who carry clubs for members and are 
going to keep a register of competent lads, issue 
badges to them. 
We are endeavouring to get members to engage 
caddies at the pavilion only and thus do away with 
the crowd of lads at your station. I should be glad to 
know whether we might be permitted to affix a 
noticeboard near the gate at the level-crossing in 
your station requesting members who alight at 
Bulwell to refrain from engaging caddies at any 
place but the pavilion? 
1905 Caddies' tea mugs should be kept in the shop 
and only handed to them in return for their ‘ticket’ 
and if it was not returned, they would be fined. “…it 
was decided that under no circumstance must a 
caddie be bespoken or reserved for any player”. A 
complaint from a member, Mr Turpin, that the 
allotment of caddies contravened regulations (was 
done with favouritism) was found to have no 
foundation.  



Caddie's ticket issued by JA Simpson 
(1903-7 Honorary Secretary)

Caddies were expected to know the names of the 
clubs and make a tee from moist sand kept in the tee 
boxes or their pocket.
 

 

1904 The pavilion was enlarged at a cost of £500 
and a building for the caddies, a further £300. 
 



1907 Thirty three caddies on the register. A prize 
fund of £7 for their competition…had a substantial 
tea and there was a scramble for silver and coppers 
in the bracken. Tom Williamson wrote to the 
committee asking for them to be paid 1 shilling a 
round. This was adopted with 1d to the caddie-
master, but their free tea was abolished. 
12.8.1908 'Nottingham Guardian'

Caddies Sport at Hollinwell
Yesterday the caddies at Hollinwell had their annual 
sports, prizes for which are subscribed for by the 
members of Notts. Golf Club. The boys look forward 
to the day with considerable pleasure, for the 
general run of things is reversed, and they are for 
the time masters of the situation, various members 
of the club attending to their wants…. 

C Pilkington

He worked in Tom 
Williamson's workshop 
and caddied for forty 
years. He was deaf 

and unable to speak. 
He played off scratch.



12.8.1908 During the interval between competitions 
tea was served in the club house and on the 
verandah, and here again the members of the club 
who were present were assiduous in attending to the 
wants of the caddies. 

1910 Over the year £770 17s 6d was paid to 
caddies. 10,592 players had caddies that year. At 
the annual dinner the Captain, James Foreman said 
“The life of a caddie in some cases was 
undisciplined, owing to the long spells of idleness, 
and it was desirable to consider whether anything 
could be done to improve the prospects of a class 
who were useful and necessary. The Notts. Club did 
not engage them after attaining the age of sixteen .
….might the club make a point of ascertaining from 
the caddie master information about boys anxious to 
learn a trade and assist them in that direction”. In an 
extract from The Golf Courses of Great Britain by 
Bernard Darwin “The southern caddie’s simple and 
natural method of cleaning a ball is not here to be 
recommended (ie cleaning them with their mouth 
because there was so much soot)”. At one point the 
caddies were insubordinate and Tom Williamson 
was commended by the committee as to how he 
dealt with them. 
A caddie’s room 25ft x 17 ft was erected out of brick 
with a granolithic floor adjoining the professional’s 
shop (it was felt that it would be set on fire if made 
out of wood!) Seats were fixed to the walls. Adjoining 
it was an earth closet, all together at a cost of £719. 
 



1911 A new caddie master, Sgt. W Wells, was 
appointed and operated from his own hut. 
New rules for caddies:
All caddies specially engaged for club matches, and 
who are in attendance all day, will be guaranteed 
two rounds. That is the caddie master will pay them 
for a second round, or part of it, on behalf of the 
club, even if the player does not require them for 
more than one round. Caddies carrying for more 
than one person: He is entitled to be paid one and a 
half times the usual fee, 1/6d per round. The caddies 
must be discharged within 30 minutes of the 
completion of the round or be paid at the rate of 3d 
per half hour, or part of same, unless a second 
round or part of it followed. When a caddie ticket is 
taken and paid for to the caddie master, no money 
can be refunded in the event of a caddie not being 
taken out on account of bad weather or similar 
causes. A caddie round consists of 18 holes and 
must be continuous. If broken by an interval or 
lunch, tea etc… a new round must be started on 
resuming play. This rule does not apply to sheltering 
on the course.
Mrs Hollins of Berry Hill presented 24 books for the 
caddies' library. The committee received a request 
from the Newstead Estate that stiles be placed in the 
fences adjoining 6th, 11th and 12th (current 8th 10th 
and 11th) to help them retrieve balls. The assistant 
caddie-master Mr Stubbs had been absent for some 
time with no knowledge of the date of his return. The 
committee decreed that “birds and their eggs and 
nests must not be destroyed, taken or molested”. 



2.8.1911 'Nottingham Guardian' 
Caddies Sports at Hollinwell 

A substantial tea was provided on the lawn in 
front of the pavilion, and subsequently the 
caddies scrambled for threepenny pieces which 
Tom Williamson had hidden in the grass. 
Driving competition, putting competition, flat race, 
wheelbarrow race, ball and spoon race, three-
legged race, sack race, leap-frog race, marathon 
race (¾ mile).
8.3.1912 'Nottingham Guardian'

 Notts Club Dinner
"Professional Caddies ought to be abolished"
Mr. Trevor Jones (Loughborough) proposed the 
toast and after some humour said with some 
earnestness that professional caddies should be 
abolished as they usually developed into a 
wastrel.  
Mr. H Russell, the captain replied saying that 
three new holes were to be completed to make a 
6,295 yard course.
1912 The caddies' aid association asked for 
support and were given ground between the 
professional’s shop and the railway line along 
with 5 shillings raised for tools. 
With the National Insurance Act, caddies over 16 
were only engaged if they showed an insurance 
card showing payment had already been made 
during that week.    



1912 Harold Larwood of ‘bodyline’ was dismissed 

as a caddie by Tom Williamson for bad behaviour. 

1912 10,435 tickets sold for a total of £737.7s
The new caddie master was Sergeant Major JH 
Herrod. The Notts Education Authority suggests that 
boys who leave school at 13 by means of a total 
exemption certificate, should only be allowed to 
caddie if they attended evening school. The caddies 
used to catch the crows, and on Saturdays and they 
would leave the dead crows outside the clubhouse 
so that members could take them home. Their white 
breast meat was tender and slightly sweet.
1913 £5 raised to encourage caddies to attend 
evening classes (later reported 16 had attended 
over 85% of classes). 10,635 players were supplied 
with caddies that year.   



19.3.1914 continued
No member or visitor is to engage a caddie except 
through the caddie master, and payment must be 
made at the time, both of the caddies’ fee and the 
booking fee. 
The books are to be balanced up at the end of every 
week, and the balance, (being the amount of the 
booking fee for the week), is to be paid over to Tom 
Williamson. 
The caddie master is responsible for the boys 
shelter and conveniences being kept in good order 
and condition; they should be inspected at the 
commencement and close of each day. From time to 
time the caddie master should walk around amongst 
the boys not employed and see they are not 
trespassing or damaging fences.
To instruct the boys in their duties, see they know 
the names of different clubs, how to make tees, 
etc…
Terms of engagement on the links:
From 9 until the last caddie is off the premises, every 
weekday, with reasonable time for meals.
The caddie master is under the control and direction 
of Tom Williamson, and subject to the discharge of 
his duties above referred to, is to assist Tom 
Williamson. This applies more particularly when, 
owing to the links being closed to play, there are no 
caddies to look after.
The caddie master is expected to live in Kirkby and 
do what he can to secure attendance from time to 
time of a sufficient number of suitable boys to act as 
caddie.  



19.3.1914 Instruction to Caddie Masters duties etc…
No one over 16 years of age is to be employed as a 
caddie without explicit permission of the committee. 
Boys under obligation to attend school must not be 
employed when they ought to be at school.
The caddie master is expected to secure orderly 
conduct and good behaviour on the part of the boys, 
both at the links and in coming and going, and to 
manage this in such a way as not to discourage 
boys from coming to act as a caddie.
The caddie master keeps a register of the boys, 
issues tickets for their employment, receives the 
money thereof, and pays the boys. Payment must 
be made to the boys every day, of the amount due 
for the day.  

1914 Colour Sergeant F Simpson appointed new 
caddie master (The secretary had asked the 
Sherwood Foresters for someone with a rank not 
less than Sergeant Major but there was nobody 
available). He was then called up in September (his 
job was left open for him on his return). Provision 
was made for payment of some compensation to 
regular caddies when employment was not obtained 
….if present and available for engagement on any 
day by the 11am or 12.15 train and not getting 
work… be paid 6d.

1915 A dearth of caddies because of the first World 
War, caddies were allocated by ‘lot’. 

1.10.1915 Classes for caddies at Kirkby Woodhouse 
Evening School. 



1918 A shortage of caddies meant a four-ball match 
was not entitled to more than two caddies.

1918 Agreed over 18 year-old could be employed on 
a Sunday.

1919 Renewed the custom of entertaining the 
caddies and 62 sat down to tea, administered by 
John Player, Stanley Bright and Tom Williamson. 

1921 All clubs had to be checked by the caddie 
master at the end of the round. Fred Williamson, 
Tom’s son aged 12, said that it was his ambition to 
caddie for Mr John Player, which he did. He caddied 
for two rounds most Saturdays and in the week 
during school holidays for 1 shilling per round but he 
was given 4 shillings and saved up for a gold watch. 

Fred Williamson recalls that caddies tossed a coin to 
see who would hold the pin on the 7th hole as the 
unlucky one would not have time to take a drink from 
the spring. Fred went to work at a hosiery factory of 
Cooper & Roe at Eagle works.
1922 £852 paid to caddies with nearly 12,000 tickets 
issued.
1923 No caddies employed during the smallpox 
outbreak in Kirkby. 
1923 Fred Williamson caddied for his father at 
Hoylake. The first prize was £100 which Walter 
Hagen  won and gave to his caddie.
1925 Golf allowed on Sundays and caddies over 18 
could be employed or personal servants.



16.11.1925 'Nottingham Guardian'
Annual General Meeting held at the Nottingham 
Exchange …..moved a resolution in favour of 
caddies of 16 years of age and over being 
engaged… The motion was defeated by a large 
majority. …the vocation of a caddie was somewhat 
of a loafing life and it was argued that in these days 
of extreme opinions the best means of countering 
pernicious influences was through the Sunday 
Schools and various similar institutions. He 
appealed to the members to make some sacrifice, 
in the interest of the lads and to the club as the 
premier golf club in the district, to set a good 
example by not employing caddies on a Sunday. …
in the end it was agreed to extend the age limit to 
18, and the resolution was finally approved by a 
large majority. 

1926 Twenty-four capes provided for caddies. 

1927 Six caddies were engaged to weed dandelions 
on the course. 

1928 The Hon Sec was requested to warn the 
Caddie Master about his insobriety whilst on duty.

1932 Suggestion book “There should be a minimum 
age for caddies. My boy today was 12 years of age 
and nothing more or less than a nuisance."
Answer: "Such a suggestion will not be entertained.”



1933 14,500 tickets £1,238.1s.0p
A second caddie master appointed to cover 
Sundays to help Mr White. 
1935 New car park. Many caddies helped in the 
work. 16,000 tickets issued.
1936 …arrange with a local farmer to cut down a 
partition of rough ground left of No. 2 fairway with a 
reaper machine and to erect football posts for the 
use of caddies. There were no trees there then!  
1937 If a caddie carried two bags, he would only 
give 4d not 8d of his earnings (1s 10d per round) to 
the caddie-master. A caddie brazier was 
purchased. 
1938 Tom Williamson to oversee the caddies. 
Under the National Health & Employment Act. D 
decided to continue to insure boys over 16. 

20.8.1938 Ground staff to have one-week holiday 
with pay as well as bank holidays. 
1939 Tom Williamson took over the role when the 
caddie master joined up. Caddies employed to 
weed fairways. 1940 There were two classes of 
caddies, first class charged 5s and second class 
3s 6d. Caddies were allowed to play on Sunday 
afternoons if there were practically no players out 
(only on the first four holes and then either on the 
4th or 18th). 

1942 Two caddies who were caught fighting were 
suspended.  



1948 "The caddies should form their own 
handicapping committee." Mr Morley, who had been 
a caddie for 25 years, wrote and asked if he could 
catch rabbits (that was granted as they were a huge 
problem). 

1950 Tom Williamson died. Tom Bradley appointed 
as caddie master.

1960 Tom Bradley, a long-serving caddie master 
retired. See letter about being a caddie in the 1950s 
at the end of this section.  

1962 1st class caddie 12s 6d, 2nd class 10s, third 
6s per round.
1964 Caddies' competitions still running.
1968 The assistant professional took over the task 
as the number of caddies had reduced.
1969 Succession of caddie masters and Tom 
Bradley came out of retirement until 1978 when he 
died.
1972 Suggestion book: "Now that fewer caddies are 
available I suggest electric caddie cars are 
permitted by members who are not necessarily 
crippled but suffering from old age."
Reply: "The committee does not support that 
suggestion. Special cases will always be 
considered individually."

Mr JW Marshall appointed as caddie-master.
1973 The supply of sandwiches to the caddies 
was stopped. 



1975 Agreed that caddies can play for 25p but 
they must have carried once in the previous 7 
days.
1978 Mr JW Marshall died. Brian Waites, the 
professional took over responsibility for caddies. 
Various schemes were tried, a set of rules for 
caddies was drawn up by the secretary.
1981 “Decline in standards and control of 
caddies”. 

1985 The caddy shed and toilet to the rear of the 
professional’s shop were in an appalling state. 

1986 “The standard of play amongst caddies is of 
concern”.

1987 Caddies were described as an unorganised 
group hanging around the professional’s shop. 

1989 £7 for a skilled caddie and £4 for juniors. 
1995 Official caddy badges to be reintroduced.
 

The Captain had received a letter about a caddy 
who had been in prison and was he a fit person to 
be a caddy. The secretary stated that his lack of 
personal hygiene and dress standards were more 
of a problem. It was the general view of the 
committee that if a debt to society had been paid 
by a prison sentence, the matter was ended.
1996 £10 for 18 holes (noted in minutes it had 
been so for four years).  





The Railway and Notts. Golf Club
Notts Golf Club has a long association with the 
railways starting from its beginning at Bulwell Forest 
where, Edmund Williamson, the stationmaster, 
allowed his house to be used for members to 
change their clothes and store clubs. Mrs Williamson 
and their daughter provided teas and light 
refreshments. Their son, Tom Williamson, would 
become the club’s professional for 54 years (see 
section on Tom Williamson). The Bulwell course was 
surrounded by railway lines. Bulwell Forest Station 
(red arrow below) was on the Great Northern 
Railway line.

1900 Bulwell Forest Ordnance Survey 



In 1884 the railways took over much of the Ladies' 
part of the course.  

In 1885 at the Annual General Meeting “The 
formation of the line of the Manchester, Sheffield & 
Lincolnshire railway to London has caused the 
committee much anxiety….”. Later that year the club 
received £65 because of the disturbance caused by 
the extension of the branch joining the Leen Valley 
Line. The Midland Great Northern Railway offered 
reduced fares to members travelling to play golf; 
First and Third Class tickets being issued at a 
quarter for the double journey from any station within 
a radius of 50 miles upon presenting a voucher 
signed by the Secretary of the Club. In 1987 The 
Midland Railway Company followed suit on the 
surrender of a voucher. This was after a lot of 
pestering and letter writing to the Railway 
Companies by the Hon. Secretary TG Mellors.



In 1899 CR Hemingway was contracting for a 
tunnel on behalf of the railway (Logan and 
Hemingway Civil Engineers) in part to extend the 
line from Annesley to East Leake which cost  
£684.451) when he noticed Kirkby forest and the 
"bleak and barren hills of Annesley admirably 
varied in character”. 
It could only be considered as a site for golf if a 
railway connection could be provided. 

In his autobiography Nelson Bromley says that he 
and Mr Ransom, a solicitor, coming from Mansfield 
by train pointed out of the train spotted the area 
and said “There you are!” (He inferred that he 
discovered the site but it is doubtful that this is the 
case). He also said that whilst staying in Newquay 
on holiday he met the chairman of LNE railway (it 
was the Great Northern then and later became the 
LNE railway) in the same hotel. He breached the 
question of providing a station if a golf course was 
made and claims this initiated discussions about 
the service to Hollinwell. However, it was the Great 
Central Railway or the Manchester, Sheffield and 
Leicester railway that stopped at Hollinwell and it 
seems improbable that this contact would have 
encouraged a competitor to build an adjacent line! 
See next page for an explanation about the new 
line. 



It is more likely that the award of Life Membership in 
1900 (before the course had even opened) to the 
Vice-Chairman of The Great Central Railway 
Company, Mr J Johnstone, in recognition of his help 
in providing the service to Hollinwell is more 
representative as to how the Hollinwell and 
Annesley station was built.  

Of note Bulwell Common Station was built in 1899 
possibly in part to 'pick up' Bulwell players as the 
train travelled from Nottingham north to Hollinwell 
(this was the new Great Central Railway line). The 
line was to be built whether Hollinwell was created 
or not as part of the plan by Edward Watkin to 
extend the line from Sheffield south. 

The Bulwell Common Station today.  



The line was an extension of what was known as 
the MS&LR line until 1897 when the licence for the 
new line was granted and the name changed to the 
Great Central Railway. It extended from Sheffield to 
Quainton Road, Buckinghamshire, and joined the 
Metropolitan line and onto and was planned to go 
through the channel tunnel (attempts at that time to 
build the tunnel failed). A wider loading gauge 
(Berne) was used as it was hoped to connect with 
the continent. The line from Sheffield to the London 
area was the last 'main line' to be built until the 
channel tunnel.

30.10.1900 'Nottingham Guardian' by ‘Dormy’
Willie Park had carefully surveyed the ground, 
staked out a course, and reported in terms of the 
highest praise on its suitability for golfing purposes. 
The Great Central Railway have undertaken to 
provide a station within minutes’ walk of the course, 
conditional on the guarantee of receipts amounting 
£200 a year. 

A station along with a branch line was built 500 
yards from the clubhouse on condition that receipts 
of a minimum of £200 a year were received (see 
next page for 1885 and 1906 Map of Railway lines 
that show the new branch and station).  
 



1885 1906 



Hollinwell & Annesley Station 

1901 The 'Nottingham Guardian' reported that the 
Great Central Railway Company were to erect the 
‘Hollinwell and Annesley Station’ at a cost of £900. 
It was on the line between Hucknall Central (not 
Hucknall Town) and Kirkby & Pinxton (later renamed 
Kirkby Bentinck). 
Hucknall Town was on the Great Northern Line of 
the Leen Valley. 
The Hollinwell and Annesley station appeared in 
Bradshaw’s 1901 edition or Clinker’s Register with 
two trains a day in each direction and whilst it may 
have been intended as a public station, it was soon 
demoted to an un-timetabled station. It didn't have 
any road access for several years. The station was 
also known as ‘Hollinwell Golf Station’.
 



Hollinwell & Annesley Station 

1902 A telephone was installed between the station 
and the clubhouse. 

18.3.1903 Letter to the Station Master, Bulwell 
Dear Sir,
My committee are about to introduce regulations as 
to the lads who carry clubs for members and are 
going to keep a register of competent lads, issue 
badges to them. 
We are endeavouring to get members to engage 
caddies at the pavilion only and thus do away with 
the crowd of lads at your station. I should be glad to 
know whether we might be permitted to affix a 
noticeboard near the gate at the level-crossing in 
your station requesting members who alight at 
Bulwell to refrain from engaging caddies at any 
place but the pavilion? 



1903 The Great Central Railway Company carried 
7,449 passengers to and from the course for £369. 

1904 In bad weather the secretary or steward sent 
a telegram which was posted outside the Victoria 
station ticket office to say the course was closed. 
The Christmas box collected £2 for Railway 
servants at Victoria Station and £1 for the same at 
Hollinwell and Annesley Station, and 10 shillings for 
the guard on the 12.48pm train.

1905 Requested a train leaves between 4.15 and 
4.30 in winter months.

1906 10,730 rail journeys were made with receipts 
of £535.  

1907 A larger shelter was provided on the platform. 
An electric bell was placed connecting the 
clubhouse and station. 



1913 A letter was sent to the Great Central Railway 
Company asking “Can you arrange that on 
Thursday 25th September the express train due to 
arrive at the Victoria station, Nottingham at 5.56pm 
and depart to Marylebone at 5.59 stops and picks 
up 3 of the professionals JH Taylor, J Braid and G 
Duncan (from Hollinwell) so that they can go to 
London on the train”. 9,400 return journeys that year 
(an exhibition match was to take place in 
recognition of the new course).

1913 fewer golfers came by train because of the 
coal strike (10,393 passengers).  

Blue arrow: Hollinwell & Annesley Station  



1922 There was a workman’s train that ran between 
Bulwell Common and Annesley Yard on Newstead 
G.N. that was known as ‘Dido’ standing for 'day in 
day out'. Dido took railwaymen to and from Bulwell 
and Hucknall daily as the area was so isolated. 
During the 20s on Wednesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays the train had an additional upholstered 
coach for golfers (times were only posted on the 
working time-tables) and it ran to Annesley North 
Junction and was also used by golfers. This stopped 
in around 1930 when the staff were transferred to 
the Great Northern route. 
1927 Slow passenger trains could be stopped at the 
station. 
1931 Three passenger services up the Leen Valley 
were seen as being unnecessary. Those on the 
Great Northern were withdrawn in 1931.
1942 During the Second World war a bus service 
started on Sundays because of a reduced rail 
service. 
1947 LNER were approached to stop its trains at 
Hollinwell on Saturdays and Sundays because of 
the cessation of the basic petrol ration. 
Unfortunately, they offered a very limited service, so 
a bus was instigated by Barton’s transport.
1949 The decaying bridge at the station, through 
which Mr SJ Pentecost had fallen, was repaired. 



1956 Annesley North Junction signal box. See 'Railway 
cutting' diagram below. 
Note golfers on the first tee and the range shed in the 
background on the left. The train is Dido (day in day 
out) but by now it no longer carried an extra coach for 
golfers. 

Annesley North Junction signal box in the photo above is 
positioned on the left (green arrow) and Hollinwell & Annesley 

station above right (red arrow).  



1956 Annesley North junction box behind the train and 
Hollinwell & Annesley station and bridge in distance.

1955 Hollinwell and Annesley station looking north



1958 Annesley tunnel just visible with Annesley North 
junction box on right, Robin Hood Hills in the background.

1958 Hollinwell & Annesley station with 
Robin Hood Hills in background. 



1951 Map

1960 Ordinary passenger trains may be stopped at 
this station for enginemen or guards travelling on 
duty on instructions from the Nottingham District 
Council.  

1962 Annesley and Hollinwell station closed.  

1963 Two passenger services up the Leen Valley 
were unnecessary. Those on the Great Central 
were withdrawn in 1963 and the Midland in 1964. 
They lost out to cars because of speed. Coal traffic 
ceased in 1968, truncated at Annesley in order to 
save maintenance on the tunnels. 



1982 A seat from the Victoria Station, Nottingham, 
was presented to the Club by Alistair Macdiarmid 
when the station was closed and now resides 
outside The Halt. 

The Annesley Tunnel and its approach cuttings were 
gradually filled with spoil and refuse. On 27th 
October 1982, a meeting took place between the 
Railway Development Society and Mansfield District 
Council about the possibility of reinstating passenger 
trains to Mansfield. By 1988 future prospects for the 
Nottinghamshire coalfield looked bleak and road 
traffic congestion was becoming a problem so Notts. 
County Council commissioned two studies. One by 
Leeds University concluded that there was a 
considerable demand for a rail service within a 
catchment area of 300,000 people; and the other 
study by British Rail concluded that the 140 year old 
Kirkby Tunnel was in remarkably good condition. 
European money helped and in July 1990 an Act for 
the Newstead-Kirkby link was acquired by British 
Rail. The name Robin Hood Line was adopted, and 
a consortium of local authorities gave the final go-
ahead a year later. The line was developed in 
stages: Nottingham-Newstead service opened on 17 
May 1993 with a station at Hucknall. Bulwell station 
opened a year later. Passenger services were 
extended from Newstead to Mansfield Woodhouse 
on 20 November 1995 with new stations at Sutton 
Parkway, Mansfield and Mansfield Woodhouse. 
 



1997  A payment of £53,000 to the Club was made 
for the loss of amenity because of the Robin Hood 
Railway line. 

The sign ‘Hollinwell Halt’ that hangs at the halfway 
house by the 9th tee was used for a siding used 
for servicing trains near Annesley.  

Kirkby station was added a year later. Mansfield 
Woodhouse to Worksop re-opened for passengers 
on 25 May 1998 with new stations at Shirebrook, 
Langwith-Whaley Thorns, Creswell and Whitwell. 



1991 Annesley 
Tunnel for the Robin 

Hood Line 

Before the 
1963 

Beeching 
Train Cuts



1993 Robin Hood Line 



Current site of the old Great Central Line cutting

1985 Land acquired 
from the railways for 

extension of the driving 
range 



Course Length and Bogey or SS

Year
1901
1902

1905
1907
1909
1913

1914 
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1947
1957
1963

1965
1970
1974
1981
1982

1987
1999
2018
2022

 

Length
5500
6105

6290

6345
6490
6490
6450
6720
6770
6700
6931
6785

6931
6931
6965
7020
7017

7020
7030
7250
7300

Bogey/SS

Bogey 81

Bogey 79

Bogey 79 

Bogey 78
Bogey 77
Bogey 77
Bogey 75

Bogey 74
74

73
72
73

72

72
74 

Points of interest
Original course
Williamson and Taylor lengthen 
course
Old course made 

First three holes, New course 
formed 

FL Snook, amateur record

Holes 4 and 12 made par 4s 
News of the World Tournament
Course plan on main wall stairs
Lotus Professional Tournament
Dunlop Masters
Scorecard of Alan Bussell, amateur 
record

John Player Classic Tournament

Haig Trophy, Tour Players 
Championship

Course Changes over Time

  
  



Lost Tees and Bunkers
The majority of changes to the course occurred from 
1902 to 1905 and in 1912 when Tom Williamson and 
JH Taylor were asked to lengthen the course in 
order to compensate for the Haskell ball. The length 
of the course continued to increase (see previous 
page) and tees were taken back and bunkers were 
moved forwards. 
The following diagrams show where and when 
bunkers have been added. It also shows which 
bunkers have been removed (in orange so that they 
are easy to locate). Dates refer to where there is 
good evidence that a bunker was present so they 
may have been present at an earlier date or existed 
after the later date used. Where there is only one 
date by the bunker it is still present, and it is 
coloured yellow. 

This section ends with photographs where evidence 
remains of past bunkers and tees that are easily 
missed when playing the course. 













The archival material used comprised:
1930 Reproduction of Hollinwell scorecard in the 
Yorkshire Post (first 9 holes), a rough sketch.
1935 Diagram of Hollinwell hangs on the staircase in the 
club, 3.5 by 2.5 ft, good quality illustration. Perhaps not as 
accurate as an aerial photograph but historically it seems 
to be faithful to what was photographed a decade later. 
1936 Players cigarette card, a crude diagram.
1945, 1947, 1948, 1953, 1968, 1972, 1990, 2011, 2016 
aerial photographs, good quality.
1979 Golf planner, accurate.
1987 British Youth Amateur Championship Leaflet, 
accurate.
2002 Moody Brown report, accurate.
2011 Mackenzie Ebert setup report, aerial photographs, 
accurate.
Aerial photographs at an angle around the clubhouse in 
1964 and 1972 that include part of the course.



1901  Remnants of Old 
bunkers next to Original 3rd 
green, now on right of 6th 
fairway 

1901  Old 2nd tee for 
the 330yd par four now 
found back in line with 
current 5th tee

Superimposed line diagram of the Original 1901 course 
in black, the Old 1905 course in red and the New 1913 

course in green



1901  6th tee on the 
Original Course, now 
found on left of 15th tee 

1901 7th tee of the 
Original Course on 
the flat area where 
oak tree is high 
right of 15th green 

1901 Original 15th tee 
now to right of 13th tee, 
but then the tee shot was 
to the right over the hill to 
a green on the top of 
Mosely hills

1901 Original 12th tee now 
high left of the 11th green



1935 or before: 11th 
hole right drive 
bunker just short of 
150 yard post

1913 New course 7th 
hole right fairway bunker 
(now a grass bunker 
almost within the tree 
line)

1935 or before:  
bunker on left of 12th 
fairway next to the first 
rise. The tee was back 
left and faced towards 
this bunker  



1935 or before: 
12th bunker on 
right before green 
beside young oak 
tree 

1935 or before: 
Bunker behind 
14th green 

1968 Bunkers on 
the right of 16th 
fairway 



Old 18th tee to the right of current 17th 
green it was a 555 yard par five

1930 Bunker to the 
left of the 6th green 

Old 17th tee now right of 
the 17th fairway



Another perspective: 13th hole above, 16th hole below.  



2020 Approach to 8th 

1908 Old 10th new 9th 
green looking backwards 

2019 View over 9th 
towards 8th 

Then and Now

1912 Old 6th New 8th 



Robin Hood’s Chair
The rock to the left of the second hole is known as 

Robin Hood’s Chair and it appeared in John 
Chapman’s map of 1774 and Samuel Grimm at the 

same time. It is said that Robin Hood sat on this 
rock and from there, he could see over Kirkby 

Forrest and Linby. The rocks behind the second 
green form part of Robin Hood’s Hills.

 

John Chapman's map 1774

Drawing Samuel Grimm 1773 Top left Robin Hood's Chair



Hollinwell’s Greenkeepers 
1893 Mr Milne of Montrose, the first professional, 
also had the task of being head greenkeeper and 
was prohibited from coaching before midday until 
the course work was finished. This was common 
practice as most clubs wanted a keeper of the 
green more than a teaching professional or 
clubmaker.
\

1896 Tom Williamson was appointed professional 
and in charge of greens.
1901 No. 1 greenkeeper Mr Steeden (under Tom 
Williamson as all greenkeepers were until 1950). 
1902 Mr W Button and 6 greenkeepers. 
1902 JH Taylor was invited to inspect the course.
1903 Mr W Button discharged; two old greens 
staff re-engaged.
1906 A fourth permanent green keeper was 
engaged.
1907 No. 1 greenkeeper Mr Edward Coldbeck.
1914 Poole aged 48, King 58 and Billy 60. They 
were made available for the hay and corn 
harvests during the 1st World War. 
1928 The committee authorised Tom Williamson 
to employ an extra four men for two weeks to 
remove dandelions.



1937 Mr Poole given notice after long periods of 
absence and given a pension of £1 a week.      
Mr Hill appointed in his place. 
1938 Green staff given one week's paid holiday 
plus bank holidays each year! 
1945 At the end of the second World War 
manpower was a problem. Mr Moss had been off, 
and it was unlikely he would return. Little Billy 
had been off for ten weeks and Jimmy Smith was 
getting tired and was sent home in the 
afternoons. Mr GH Needham, a discharged 
soldier, was recruited on a three months trial at 
£3 a week to join Mr W Huffen. Wages were 
increased and more staff were needed to return 
the course to its pre-war condition. Mr L Hill 
returned and became foreman. 

1950 Tom Williamson dies after 54 years 
overseeing greens. Mr Len Hill appointed.

1951 Five Ground Staff: Len Hill, Bradley, James 
Smith, Scoteham and T Brown. The green budget 
was limited because of the club’s finances. 
Money was said to be wasted on training men 
and wages were insufficient to retain staff. 



1965 Fire destroyed the greenkeepers hut 
(insured). Mr P Rose joined staff. New hut in 
brickwork 1,200 sq ft next to the car park. 

1969 An extra member of staff, Alf Warren, was 
employed to cover others leave.

1970 Len Hill retired.

1971 Walter Woods appointed head greenkeeper 
(he then moved to St. Andrews in 1974). At St. 
Anrews he named his house Hollinwell.         

1974 Mr K Beck. 

1975 Peter Armson started as an apprentice aged 
16. 

1977 Mr Hector Muir appointed; only three other 
greenkeepers and a trainee. 

Walter Woods 
He moved to St. 

Andrews and was in 
charge there for over 20 

years. He called his 
house there Hollinwell. 
He was awarded the 

Tom Morris  Award, the 
most prestigious in 

greenkeeping.



1979 Mr G Armson appointed

1984 Phil Stain started after a year with the 

1987 Graham Armson 

1987 Peter Armson with a 
young Phil Stain in the doorway



1996 Philip Stain was upgraded with the title of 
Course Manager in 2000 to reflect that he 
manages the green budget. 
2019 Phil Stain awarded Conservation 
Greenkeeper of the Year

2019 Phil Stain  

Agronomy
In experts' course reports the weather conditions 
were often described as difficult or the worst for 
many years - whether it was too dry, wet or cold. In 
years gone by some important decisions were 
taken by members of the committee without 
recourse to any professional advice (for example on 
tree planting or spreading manure on the course). 
This has changed in recent years with expert advice 
complemented by objective measurements of 
performance, soil humidity and chemistry. 
Machinery, nutrients and therapeutic agents have 
become more complex and expensive, but still a 
great deal depends on careful scrutiny by the 
greenkeeping staff and how well they manage their 
craft from day to day. 



The following is a brief summary of the trials and 
tribulations faced by greenkeepers and the Greens 
Committee over the years. It will probably make 
insipid reading and only be of interest only to the 
few.

1902 The ‘Green men’ worked 54 hours a week. A 
turf nursery was started. Rabbits were a huge 
problem. One hundred and twenty sheep were 
placed on the course (2d received per sheep). 
Members were requested to remove stones from the 
course. After a year of discussion, a horse was 
purchased to help pull heavy machinery and rollers.

9.3.1904 …the making of 2 holes at the foot of the 
hill to be accepted and that the present 15th and 
16th holes be kept in good condition until the 
committee are of the opinion they should be 
abandoned. 

1904 Only 60 sheep had been available over the 
winter, not enough to deal with all the long grass. 
There was a lot of discussion about whether some 
grass should be burnt but it was decided not. Later a 
local farmer was engaged to help. Two tons of 
dissolved bones were placed throughout the course 
along with ‘good farm manure’. 

1905 “….lift the earth with a fork to allow moisture to 
permeate quicker”. A curling pond was created. Fifty-
six tons of ‘street sweepings’ or manure were placed 
on the course on a bed of loamy soil. 



1907 Charcoal was tried on a green as a worm killer 
(repeated in 1909 – no report on whether it was 
effective or not). Bamboo was purchased for 
brushing the greens. Sand was applied to the 
‘heaviest’ greens with ‘care and moderation’. 

1908 The course was dressed using 100 tons of 
manure and loam as well as two applications of leaf 
mould (repeated for many years).  
At least sixty but preferably about one hundred 
sheep grazed the course in summer to keep the 
grass down. Leaf mould from the woods was mixed 
with loam for the greens. The term ‘course’ was 
used for what we call ‘fairways’ today.

1919 Moss was a problem on greens. Messrs. 
Carter & Co were asked to inspect. Mr Wilkin, their 
expert, came along and it was decided to take the 
greens out of play and treat them with manure. JD 
Player donated 20 lorry loads of excellent turf for 
the greens (no mention of type of grass). 

1923 The fairways were treated with a spike roller 
and brush harrowing; by July the course was in 
‘very fine order’. Buxton lime and manure were 
applied to the course. Worms were a problem on 
the greens and sea sand was purchased to dress 
the greens. 

1926 The Research Station at Bingley was 
approached to advise on the greens. Explored the 
possibility of a tractor instead of a horse. 



1928 A practice ground was made to the left of the 
3rd hole. 

1930 Ruts in the motor park were filled with ashes. 

1931 A water diviner was employed and as a result a 
bore hole was made in front of the 4th tee to reduce 
wet areas on the 4th and 18th fairways. 

1932 Water collected near the 3rd green and a sump 
was dug. 

1934 Over several years, gorse bushes had been 
removed but this year there was an effort to remove 
them on holes 4,5,6,8,9,10,11,12,13,15 and 16. 
Forking of greens and tees in winter and into spring.

1936 The Greens Research Board: ‘Brush harrow 
fairways, spike roll and feed with compost and grass 
seed’.  

1937 Leatherjackets a problem.  

1938 Bingley Research Station suggested bone flour 
and sulphate of potash for fairways and hummol and 
fertilizer to dress the greens. Sulphate of ammonia 
to kill dandelions. 

1,100 trees were donated from the Dunrobin Estate, 
Aberdeenshire and were planted. The mystery 
behind this is explained in the next chapter.

1939 ‘Gorse on the right of the 5th hole to be 
removed where practical’ (to be repeated over the 
next 80 years!). Tom Williamson was asked to look 
out for gorse encroaching on fairways. 



1943 Burnt the gorse bushes on the right of 5th 
(unfortunately this germinates seeds in the ground). 

27.7.46 ..approach the forestry commission so the 
fence is mended at their expense… farmer 
complaining that the boundary has gone and 
allowed his stock onto the course.

1949 The committee agreed to lease 84 acres to 
the Forestry Commission for 150 years to provide 
two crops of timber (expected to last 60 years). 
They also contributed to a badly needed fence and 
road repairs. There was a fire on the 13th which 
burnt the fence. Buying a bulldozer to make a 
trench and prevent any fire spreading was 
considered (this might have helped contain the 
1976 fire). Lime was used for dressing to eradicate 
moss. Greens were treated with lead-arsenate to 
kill worms.  

1950 The Research Station at Bingley continued to 
advise for many years. They became the Turf 
Research Institute and then the Sports Turf 
Research Institute. 

1952 Triple mowers mentioned for the first time.

1955 Agreed that trees should be planted on the left 
of the first fairway.

1959 Still putting manure on fairways (provided by a 
member Mr ELC Pentecost, a farmer). Reports from 
the Turf Research Institute were good.



1960s STRI “The fairways ….are getting so acid (pH 
4.4-4.7)". [In retrospect it is possible that the rain 
was more acidic then with the huge amount of coal 
being burnt and pollution with acid rainfall]. 
The Greens Committee seemed more preoccupied 
with parking than the course!

1963 The National Coal Board was asked why the 
water level had dropped, perhaps it was due to 
subsidence? (see section on Annesley & Newstead 
Collieries).

 1964 STRI “Aeration and scarification should be 
increased…  proper and adequate top dressing…" 

1966 8a and 9a in use. Water meter installed. 

1967 Flymower demonstrated for the first time. 

1968 New watering system based on gravity but 
some problems… (these problems continued and 
were put down to filtration).

1969 pH of greens 5.0-5.6. ….no carbonate of lime 
should be applied…. Intensive aeration and 
scarification…. 

1971 The right-hand side of the 11th fairway was all 
heather.

1972 Ransomes-Hahn mower purchased…cut a 
green perfectly in less than five minutes. 



1974 More trees on left of the 1st placed to screen 
the new colliery tip. 

1976 Fire burnt holes 10, 11 and 12 for 8 days 
(National Coal Board supplied equipment to make a 
fire break). 

1977 The National Coal Board accepted liability for 
subsidence near the third green. Jim Arthur’s first visit 
for STRI. Advised seven-inch vibratory ploughing, 
hollow-tine forking, slitting. Approaches needed 
earthworm control. Watering system needed further 
attention. 

1978 Jim Arthur produced a detailed eleven-page 
report. Must eliminate phosphates and cut down all 
autumn fertilizers. The voluntary reduction in trolley 
use has given some improvement. 

1979 Jim Arthur "...heading in the right direction ...need 
to apply spring fertilizer to all greens at the same 
time...appreciate how absolutely vital aeration is...""
1980 Jim Arthur "Greenkeepers and farmers have 
few things in common save that the weather is never 
to their satisfaction." "...abnormally wet winter, very 
late and dry spring..." "Greenkeepers and farmers 
have very few things in common save that the 
weather is never to their satisfaction." "...abnormally 
wet winter, very late and dry spring..."Mr Armson, the 
new head greenkeeper, and his staff were 
congratulated for so effectively implementing his 
recommendations. A Cushman with a heavy-duty 
aerator was purchased. 



The Hut by the 9th tee was built although its roof 
had to be replaced and it was re-clad later on.

1982 Jim Arthur in May “…. after an abnormally 
severe winter and with late spring and no real 
growth (descriptions that are recorded more years 
than not!) .…could host the Haig Tournament 
Players Championship tomorrow …. annual 
meadow grass dropped to 10-20%." Praise for 
Green Staff and for the Green Committee because 
they weren’t changing the policies that had been set 
up. In the PGA European Tour Guidelines, it 
recommended that the greens were kept dry and 
cut to 3/16 inch = 4.7mm. The greens were voted as 
the best on tour by the players on the European 
Tour.

1983 Land acquired from the Coal Board to extend 
the practice ground. Subsidence on 8a and 9a 
fairways. Pines planted left of 3rd fairway. 

1981 In January Jim Arthur noted how well the 
greens drained in torrential rain and said that any 
thatch had gone. “The grass type has almost 
completely swung round to Agrostis…. The biggest 
lesson in greenkeeping is to achieve continuity, to 
avoid fresh blood recreating the disasters of 
yesteryear. Possibly complacence by those who 
had successfully corrected the errors of their 
predecessors triggered off the invasion of new 
ideas”.  



1984 Jim Arthur in May (yet another late spring): 
Since we are not yet into under soil heating in golf 
"…. we must wait for the weather – and there has 
been little growth until a few days before my visit." 
He mentions 18 aeration treatments that had been 
done to greens and 6 to the fairways. 

1985 Jim Arthur  “….very difficult weather…. cold 
and dry with no growth until the end of May." The 
Chair of Green produced a well-constructed and 
informative twelve-page report. He restated the case 
for tight and fast fine bladed indigenous perennial 
grasses in a heathland setting. 

Jim Arthur advised verti-drain fairways and to place 
100 tons of peat applied with a drag mat and seed 
the course at a cost of nearly £6,000 (the Chairman 
of Green warned that this would change the nature of 
the fairways, although in local folklore he is blamed 
for applying the peat!). 
Another Jim Arthur comment “Rope is the best 
fertilizer for grass! Put a length of rope around grass 
in an area of traffic and watch it grow”. An analysis of 
the top dressing showed that it had an excessive 
proportion of fine particles and sand were infiltrating 
spaces and hindering fine grass roots at depth. The 
Forestry Commission started thinning out trees.  



1985 Letter from Walter Woods, previous Hollinwell 
Head Greenkeeper, now in St. Andrews, to Graham 
Armson (unsigned but there is good reason to think it 
is from him as it says that it is from St.Andrews and 
from the tone of the letter there is an inherent 
knowledge of Hollinwell): 

1. Feed spraying - Farmura spring and early autumn. 
When dew is on the ground, not evening.
2. Damaged pitching areas – August to first 2 weeks in 
September (April can be dry and cold) Hollow tine bad 
areas, spread with peat fen, drag mat peat and soil 
mixture to fill in holes. Problems are those of thin 
layers of peaty top soil overlying sand or gravel. These 
areas never recover in the normal way of thick turf on 
seaside or parkland courses. 
3. Reseeding: Bad fairways every four years…. seed 
both ways in bad areas creeping red fescue and 
bent mixtures. Essential in autumn. Vertidraining of 
fairways is questionable …. Unless one can get in 
peat before the lifted turf falls back in place. 
(Vertidraining on panned greens is a different 
problem). 
4. Greens:  Hollinwell greens do not need a lot of 
water. We got rid of Poa and thatch by careful 
watering (a little as necessary). 



....1986 Jim Arthur in August “…another very difficult 
year weather-wise, a severe late spring. Greens slit 
23 times in the previous year.…no significant thatch 
….we must control seedling trees…. remember 
there are still an awful lot of trees compared to the 
turn of the century. Gorse needs cutting back…." 
Only two buggies were available for use on the 
course. 
1987 Jim Arthur remained concerned about annual 
meadow grass. “I do not believe that the present 
programme so faithfully implemented by Graham 
(Armson) can be contributory." Greens had 9 staff, 
STRI suggested 10. 
1988 Turf Research Institute in Bingley advised that 
the greens were firm with no excess of thatch but 
there was soil compaction at 6-9 inches. "…I do 
recommend verti-draining with a gentle heave. "

1991 One hundred trailer loads of branches were 
removed after a storm. 
STRI reported before the Brabazon in 1992:
“The course is in excellent condition, little to say 
except needs a little tidying up”.
In the September Minutes: “Unfortunately the heavy 
program of visitors has made it impossible to top 
dress the greens” (a problem that was later 
corrected when the maintenance program took 
priority). 
Trees were planted on the left of the 17th fairway 
level with the bunkers, but these were removed 
some years later. 



1992 The lake at the 8th disappeared in the 1980s 
and thousands of gallons went down towards 
Newstead Abbey. 
The Club claimed this had happened through 
subsidence. The Coal Board denied this, and it went 
to Arbitration. The arbitrator found in the Club’s 
favour and the Coal Board paid for the lake to be 
restored with a new dam wall and tons of puddle 
clay in the base of the lake. There were some 
hiccups with the repair in that the detour site leaked 
when the dam was reinstalled, but this was fixed. 
1993 It was recognised by the Green Committee 
and Stuart Ormondroyd from STRI that 
Rhododendrons were an alien species and should 
be removed from behind the 11th green (a past 
Captain, unaware of their detrimental ecological 
effect, had raised funds and planted some in the 
past. Unfortunately, several such goodwill gestures 
seem to have fallen foul with time. The majority 
involve the introduction of foreign species). Yorkshire 
fog was an ongoing problem and was treated with a 
herbicide. “…a great deal of conservation work 
needs to be done here beyond the management of 
heather”. 
1994 Health and Safety came to the fore. A letter was 
received advising that water was no longer being 
pumped out of Annesley Colliery and this could affect 
the water table (Before the 1960s Newstead and 
Annesley collieries didn’t need to pump much water 
out as they were relatively dry but as surrounding 
mines closed this changed). 



In the 1980s there were 25 mines in the area but as 
these closed, water became a problem. The water 
they pumped out went to four lagoons on top of the 
tips to the south of the course and down the 
Dumbles towards the river Leen. Partly because of 
its acidity the water damaged wildlife, it was then 
diverted to staging ponds and lime was added to 
make it less acidic-however this didn’t work. 
Pipes were then made to take two or more million 
gallons a day along the mineral railway line – now 
the Robin Hood Line - 17.5km into the river Trent. 
Thankfully, none spilled into Hollinwell’s water 
system). See the section on Annesley and Newstead 
Collieries and the Watercourse for more detail.
It was agreed that the bunkers be contoured as 
recommended by Stuart Ormondroyd, even if this 
meant that the bunkers were not easily visible!  
1,000 square yards of turf was used to adjust 
bunkers. Gorse was a problem in many areas. It was 
agreed that Philip Stain should be trained up as the 
next head greenkeeper. 

1995 Martin Hawtree produced a report on bunker 
design. A large drainage operation was done on the 
2nd, 3rd and 18th holes. Brackenhurst College 
students worked on thinning the trees either side of 
7th, 10th and 12th. 



1996 Phil Stain was appointed Head Greenkeeper. 
The irrigation system was replaced at great cost but 
unfortunately it ceased to function properly in 1998! 
Bunker sand was tested, and options considered, 
Mansil 35 was found to be the best compromise 
given the indigenous sand underlying the bunkers. 
Phil Stain announced a two-year hollow-coring 
program. The pine trees bought by a member and 
planted behind the 11th green were removed. “Over 
a number of years the gorse has been allowed to 
run wild”.

1998 Spraying of bracken phased out and replaced 
by crushing. No course maintenance March to 
October as delayed by visitors etc... (note once 
again a problem that was later corrected when the 
maintenance program was given priority). The 
Heathland Trust approached the Club to encourage 
heathland. 

1999 Donald Steel provided an updated report from 
1987 “…there are signs that the landscape is 
becoming too  enclosed… plenty of woodland 
courses but only one Hollinwell”. Heather seed was 
placed on the left of 2nd. Sherwood Forest Trust 
Report produced. Topdressing found to be too 
alkaline (pH 7.6). Gorse a problem, particularly on 
the left of 10. The Heathland restoration plan was 
started. Willows were planted around the lakes to 
stabilise the soil (later many were removed as they 
were so prolific). 



2000 The Country stewardship scheme was 
started. Agreement was made with Sherwood 
Woodland Trust to maintain and expand the 
heathland nature of the course by removing self-set 
tress, limiting the growth of gorse and helping 
heather regenerate. 

2002 Drainage work was done to the 2nd hole 
80yds from the green, where existing drains had 
been placed 25 years before but without any outfall 
and also across the 18th fairway (the water table 
was 300mm below the ground). 9a was inspected 
and there had been ground movement and wet 
areas coincided with existing drains.  Silver birches 
were removed right of 1st, two oaks behind the 
13th green… The Forestry Commission have 
changed their mind and decided that the trees will 
remain on the skyline indefinitely. 

2004 STRI recommended maintenance in April and 
August in future years. Pines on the right of 13th 
removed with a plan to encourage heather instead. 
A greens roller was purchased. Trees were felled 
around the 2nd and 17th holes. 

2005 A fairway ‘shaping experiment’ took place 
cutting to a width of 25 yds at 250-270yds from the 
championship tees. This proved too difficult for day-
to-day play. Sycamore trees around the 8th green 
were removed. The area between 4th and 5th was 
prepared for heather.



2006 STRI: The 1st green was a problem and tree 
removal was necessary to help. Heather beds 
were created left of 3rd and 4th. 

2007 STRI: Greens composition continues to 
improve ….a very successful year. Emphasis on 
more top dressing.

2009 The 25 year Conifer Plantation Management 
Plan is to be reviewed every 5 years.  “Today Kirkby 
Forest is one of many pine plantations.… is very 
visible being located on a ridge and shows poor 
unity within the surrounding agricultural and 
amenity landscape…. lacks diversity…. Sort term 
vision: pine heavily thinned to encourage natural 
regeneration of native species… A network of 
open areas interlinked with a broad ridge will be 
created through clear felling, scalloping of edges 
and heavy thinning. The long-term vision is 
reversion …. to oak birch woodland…. The open 
spaces will be encouraged to develop as lowland 
heath/acid grassland, with scrub managed on 
rotation. Thinning cycle: 25% of native pine to be 
removed from site every 5 years…. All work will 
be covered by a felling licence….

2010 Gordon Irvine, Master Greenkeeper, was asked 
to advise. He produced a detailed program of work 
for the green staff as well as advocating a rigorous 
regime of aeration, monitoring humidity, more and a 
different topdressing along with overseeding that 
resulted in a steady improvement in the course. 



2010 continued: Gordon Irvine and Alistair Beggs 
from STRI oversaw an intense program to 
promote fine grasses that focused on aeration, 
frequent topdressing with minimal slow release 
fertilizer, careful monitoring of humidity and 
overseeding all monitored with objective 
measurements of performance and soil chemistry. 
Following their advice led to a progressive 
increase in the percentage of fine grasses in the 
greens. They advised that a new irrigation system 
was badly needed.  

2011 A Course Policy Document was compiled, 
essentially to stop committees tampering with the 
course. A short game area was constructed with 
the legacy of Jeff Leadley. A new irrigation system 
was installed. 

2014 Phil Stain started to standardise the 
construction of bunkers to have a heathland 
character. This process continued over the next 
few years to much acclaim. 

2016 GEO certification was granted. A policy for 
the phased removal of rhododendrons was 
adopted. 

2017 A Green course was introduced for junior 
and shorter hitting players. Robin Hood’s Chair, 
the rock to the left of the second, was uncovered 
and the expanse of gorse behind the 15th green 
was removed to expose islands of sandstone. A 
new green compound and shed was built. 



2018 The driving range was updated with all-
weather turf. Sandstone ridges on the 2nd, 15th and 
16th were exposed.
Bob Taylor (STRI Ecological assessment on behalf 
of R&A) "From an ecological perspective Notts. Golf 
Club is every bit as much a nature reserve as it is a 
Golf Course. The quality of the habitat management 
provided by the green staff, and indeed the Club is 
excellent, and the Course Manager does have a 
very strong understanding of ecological functioning 
and management". 

Peter Armson culling gorse on the 7th. Control 
of gorse and self-sets is a major undertaking. 

'Local" treatment of greens



2019 Phil Stain awarded Conservation 
Greenkeeper of the Year.
Martin Ebert produced a report advising several 
new bunkers with eight old ones reinstated, the 
return of several sand scrapes and four new tees 
to take the course to 7,300 yards.   
The pH of water in the reservoir was found to be 
alkaline (8.5) when there had been little rain and 
when it was used it set back the greens. A filter 
system was introduced to neutralise the waster. 
Contact antifungal agents were removed from the 
market making the club's move toward fine grass 
even more relevant as they tend to be more 
resistant to fusarium than meadow grass. 

pH testing: Left reservoir water, next treated reservoir 
water, then tap water, far right distilled water

April 2020 Covid-19 meant a reduced number of green 
staff tended the course without players for two months. 
An increased height in the cut with the new water 
system led to an improvement in root growth.



Minutes of Green Committee 8th October 1938

Tom Williamson was the main architect for the 
course after it was first laid out by Willie Park 
Junior. It is surprising to find the following item in 
the minutes of the Green committee on 8th October 
1938: “To purchase stakes and necessary wire 
netting for enclosing 1,100 trees which were being 
given by the Dunrobin estate, Scotland” (see Figure 
below). There was no mention before this item 
about planting trees from Tom Williamson, in the 
Green Committee or General Committee minutes. 

The Origin of Hollinwell's Trees



It seems that these trees were given by the 
Dunrobin estate, owned by the 5th Duke of 
Sutherland (situated near Dornoch in Scotland).
What was the connection with Hollinwell? 

Tom Williamson was not only the club professional at 
Hollinwell, but he also oversaw the management of 
the greens and greens staff from 1901 until 1946, as 
well as at Bulwell Forest before that. 

He submitted detailed carbon copied reports to the 
Green Committee, which were invariably accepted. 
He wrote about changes to the layout of the course 
as well as problems with the incursion of gorse, but 
never made a request for any trees to be planted. 

Photographs of the course during the early twentieth 
century show the area to be heathland with very few 
trees. Maps from Herman Moll in 1724, John 
Chapman 1774 (Figure below), John Carey 1801, 
Geo Sanderson 1836 and the Ordnance Survey of 
1836 show that the area of Hollinwell was heathland 
and any woodland was further east or north. 



Map by John Chapman 1774 (the line 
down the middle is binding)



Photographs taken when the course opened in 
the early 1900s confirm that Hollinwell was 
heathland with very few trees (Figures below) with 
the exception of copses around the ponds and to 
the right of the current 9th and 10th greens.
 



The oaks, copper beech and sweet chestnut trees 
that are now found at Hollinwell can be aged using 
a formula that looks at their circumference at 4ft 
height. Many are about 80 years old and the rest 
are younger. This would fit in with the 
photographic evidence we have. For example, in 
1932 there is no sign of an oak tree behind the 13th 
green (Figure below). 

The 13th green in 1932. 
Note no oak tree behind the green. 

The 7th Duke of Portland was the club captain in 
1937 and it is possible that his connection with the 
5th Duke of Sutherland, the owner of the Dunrobin 
estate, might have been responsible for this gift. 



The 7th Duke of Portland and the 5th Duke of 
Sutherland were both Conservative politicians 
serving under Stanley Baldwin. The 7th Duke of 
Portland worked in the treasury and later for the 
Joint Intelligence Committee. The 5th Duke of 
Sutherland was Under-secretary of State for Air and 
then Under-secretary of State for War.   
The 7th Duke of Portland owned 118,000 acres in 
Caithness around Braemore and Langwell, the 
former being close to the 5th Duke of Sutherland’s 
estate. Therefore, they were two of a kind, both 
Dukes, Conservatives and landowners with 
neighbouring estates. 
So did the late 5th Duke of Sutherland give the 
trees to his friend, the 7th Duke of Portland? That 
seems likely, but thanks to the archivist for the 
Welbeck Estate it has been established that Ivy 
Gordon-Lennox, Duchess of Portland and the wife 
of the 7th Duke of Portland had a maternal aunt 
who was Millicent Leveson-Gower, the Duchess of 
Sutherland. The Welbeck estate has several 
photograph albums which show Ivy visiting them at 
Dunrobin Castle. Ivy’s children, Anne and Victoria, 
were encouraged to play golf and there are several 
photographs in the Welbeck collection of them as 
children practising their golf swings. In any event, it 
seems likely that either the 5th Duke of Sutherland 
or the Duchess, were responsible for donating the 
trees.  



In the early 1800s, Sir Charles Barry remodelled 
Dunrobin castle and its gardens. There is a formal 
garden surrounded by woodland made up mostly of 
oak with some horse and sweet chestnut, and a few 
copper beech trees, amongst others - and very few, 
if any, Scots pine (Figure below). 

Dunrobin castle and some of its estate today

There are also many broad-leaved trees also 
around Langwell House, part of the 7th Duke of 
Portland’s estate in Scotland. The 5th Duke of 
Sutherland was one of the wealthiest people in the 
country, (not that the 7th Duke of Portland was poor 
- he owned 43,000 acres at Welbeck, London 
property, three collieries, one nine-hole golf course, 
the Caithness estate, paintings and jewellery). 
It is conjecture, but it seems likely, that the two 
Dukes thought that planting trees at Hollinwell, bare 
heathland, would enhance its appearance. 
 



This is remembering that the Sutherland estate and 
the Welbeck estate had been landscaped with 
broad leaved trees. It was a gift that could hardly 
have been refused by Notts. Golf Club or Tom 
Williamson. There is no record that the idea was 
ever discussed at committee or by Tom Williamson. 
The only mention in the club records is the request 
for posts and fencing to deal with the trees already 
referred to. It wouldn’t have been the first time that 
a major decision affecting the club never reached 
the committee for debate! 

Phil Stain, the course manager, says: “This is very 
interesting, everyone just assumes they (the trees) 
arrived naturally - to think that the majority were 
planted is fascinating. I suppose at the time the 
open heath may have been considered 
uninteresting. What’s also interesting is the number 
of copper beech in the wood between 7, 8 and 15, 
they seem quite out of place. It may be that they 
were planted to create that area of woodland. The 
woodland has been invaded since by scrub birch. 
We’ve also removed some significant sycamores 
from around the 8th well, quite unusual that they’re 
only in that area. It all ties in with what you’ve 
found, there was a huge specimen beech to the left 
of the 10th and we have a few isolated sweet 
chestnuts, one on the 10th and the others around 
the 7th."  



We also had a very large beech behind our new 
shed and another one on the track to 8A; most are 
single specimen trees which suggest they were 
planted deliberately. It looks as if most of the 
planting may have been done around the 
7th, 8th and 15th, with individual trees planted 
across the rest of the course, the oaks between 
14th and 15th a classic example of someone trying 
to separate fairways perhaps. The wood to the left 
of the 9th tees is also perfectly placed to block the 
view of the 9th as you play the 14th. You could go 
on - the trees behind the 6th green and 7th tees, 
some large oaks, perfectly separating the 7th from 
the 15th. Even the oak behind 13th, like a full stop, 
to denote the end of one hole and the start of the 
next, a small insight into how people were thinking 
at the time perhaps. It all makes perfect sense.”

Neither Duke nor Duchess might have known the 
repercussions of this gift, and how it would 
transform a heathland course towards a parkland 
course. This is not an isolated example, as only 2% 
of heathland remains in north Nottinghamshire 
compared with 1887. The Nottinghamshire Wildlife 
Trust estimates that since 1927 90% of heathland 
has been lost in Nottinghamshire. A report by Neil 
Glasson in 2007 “Heathland loss in 
Nottinghamshire since 1922” confirms this (https://
www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/
10.1080/01426398708706218?
journalCode=clar20).



Oak leaves are slow to decompose and are ‘raked’ 
by the heather, causing it to die back. Alistair Beggs, 
agronomist for the R&A, has gone as far as to say 
that "Oak trees shouldn’t be on a heathland course". 
A compromise might be that oak trees are allowed to 
grow within woodland, such as the periphery of the 
course, and the woodland present in 1947, but that 
those that were planted in 1938 to create a parkland 
style of course should be removed over time. It is 
easy to understand how some members find it 
difficult to reconcile recent talk of the climate change 
emergency and the loss of rain forest in the Amazon 
with tree removal on their golf course. It is a task to 
explain the conservation reasons behind restoring 
heathland, the loss of  rare species - and even then, 
some opinions differ. This compilation of information 
is an attempt to provide some facts to help 
discussion and decision making in this area. 
 

1947 aerial with woodland highlighted 



Perhaps the last word here should go to Oliver 
Rackham, the country's authority on trees and 
ancient woodland, who says:

“I fear that the popular confusion between Forests 
and woodland is now ineradicable…Sherwood is 
first heard of as a Forest in 1154. The earliest map, 
surveyed 1774, shows it as a vast heath 
encompassing a number of woods, including the 
famous Birkland and Bilhagh, and the great parks of 
the ‘Dukeries’ – Welbeck, Clumber, Thoresby, 
Rufford, Clipstone and Newstead. The total area 
was about 65,000 acres. The Sherwood Forest Book 
of 1251 lists about fifteen woods and groves, 
including 'Bilhagh and Birkelounde' and others still 
unidentifiable in 1774. It has much to say about the 
management of heath in relation to Forest Law."

The club, at present, is not planning to return to a 
‘scorched earth’ look! The cub wants to encourage 
more heathland with copses of trees forming a 
mosaic. Only 2% of heathland remains in North 
Nottinghamshire compared to the last record of the 
late 1880s and a lot of insect and invertebrate 
species have been lost as a result. The policy is that 
for every tree removed another has to be planted, if 
not more. It is interesting to see that away from the 
tourist areas of Clumber Park the National Trust are 
doing the same in cooperation with English Heritage, 
the Wildlife Trust and the RSPB. 

Hopefully the club can find a balance that will help 
both golfers and nature.



Addendum:
Another possible connection with the 5th Duke of 
Sutherland, found by James Boon, is that HD Bright 
who was Notts. Captain in 1932 was Captain of 
Royal Dornoch from 1945 to 1954. If HD Bright 
became captain of Royal Dornoch in 1945 he would 
have been a presence in the area of Dornoch for 
some time. 

A further twist is that in 1945 HD Bright suggested 
that Tom Williamson would be prepared to give 
advice on a revised layout to the course at 
Dornoch. After a little to and fro, Tom declined the 
journey to Dornoch (he was 65 at the time). The 
current layout at Royal Dornoch from that time is 
credited to Robbie Grant who was head 
greenkeeper at Dornoch at the time. It might have 
enhanced Tom Williamson’s reputation as a golf 
architect even more had Tom made the journey?
 



Club Professionals
1890 and 1891, Walker of St. Andrews was 
engaged for coaching (two, one-month spells) 
paid at 1shilling 6d per round
1893 Mr Milne of Montrose 
1895 John Herd Jr of St. Andrews 
1886 Tom Williamson (please see section).
1933 Tom Williamson asked for an assistant 
because of activity on Sundays. 
1946 Ernest Southcott assistant
1950 Ernest Southcott appointed having been the 
assistant for four years until Tom Williamson died. 
He bought 12 ‘mechanical caddies’ to rent. 
1951 The secretary, Mr AS Bright, paid for all 
fixtures and fittings in the shop which was in poor 
shape but still there was mismanagement of 
stocks. 
1952 Herbert Rhodes 
1959 David Talbot. In 1968 he won the 
Schweppes golf championship in Dunbar. He was 
encouraged and supported to play in tournaments. 
He moved to the Royal Mid-Surrey Club after ten 
years. 
1969 Brian Waites (please see section). 
2000 Alisdair Thomas
2005 Mike Bradley

 



1962 D Talbot 
and H Redmayne  

1886-1950 Tom Williamson  
54 years at Notts

22.4.50 E Southcott 

David Talbot served 
1959-1969



A young Mike Bradley (2005 -) and Brian Waites (1969 - 2000)

Alisdair Thomas 
assistant 1989 then 
professional 2000 

Mike Bradley (2005 - present)



Secretaries 
1887 John Harris (Honorary)
1890 William Hamilton (Honorary)
1900 TG Mellors (Honorary)
1903 JA Simpson (Honorary)
1907 W Moss (Honorary)
1919 AS Bright (Honorary, 33 years, also 1913-18 
match secretary, 1927 Captain, remained on 
committee to 1957. Also known for his replies in the 
suggestion book!
1952 TH Whalley (Honorary)
1959 H Redmayne (Honorary)
1963 Geoffrey King
1965 Don S Robinson elected as Honorary  
Secretary. A Notts member since 1924, Notts 
Amateur Champion 1932, a pilot in WW 1 and 
served in the RAF during the 2nd WW. 
1974 Rev Tom W Richardson
1977 Harold A Bone
1986 John Roscoe Walker
1994 Stuart Goldie
2000 Ian Symington
2003 Brian Noble
2009 Ellen Matthews (acting)
2010 Simon Lawrence
2011 Ellen Matthews (acting)
2012 Gary Bardill
2014 Martyn Bonner MBE (the appointment 
followed the review of the constitution which 
concluded that it was essential to have a Manager/
Secretary who had executive responsibility to the 
Committee for the day to day management of the 
club). 



1987 
John or 'Johnny'  Walker

1980 Stuart Goldie

2003 Brian Noble

Martyn Bonner 
MBE 2014 - present



Few stewards stayed long. Many came with their 
spouses and you might guess who often worked 
hardest! Their retainer was poor, but they were 
provided with accommodation and in later years a 
car was provided. They were told that they could 
supplement their pay by washing clothes and 
cleaning shoes! Taking holidays was an issue and 
often deemed to be inconvenient. 
1887 Mrs Williamson (Tom’s mother) supplied tea 
and sandwiches initially in the stationmaster’s house 
until the pavilion opened in 1892. 
1891 Miss Williamson was asked to clean and take 
charge of the pavilion for 2s 6d a week. The 
payment for tea, served by Mrs Williamson, would 
be ‘sufficient at 4d on Thursdays and Saturdays, 
given the large demand’. 
1899 Mrs Williamson's stipend became 10s a week 
for cleaning the pavilion including all rooms, lighting 
fires, dusting and washing brushes. She charged 6d 
for washing a dozen towels.
1901 Sergeant Major Stacey 
1902 Sergeant Major Radband 
1903 …the steward be instructed to refuse to supply 
refreshments to members whose subscriptions are 
in arrears…  
1905 Sergeant Major Radband resigned. New 
stewards, Mr and Mrs Linkin were engaged on £1 
18s 6d to also cover servants and washing per 
week.

Stewards and Caterers  

1909



1910 Sergent Major Stacy
1912 There was a ‘waiting maid’ and two kitchen 
maids. “…a suitable ladder be provided as a means 
of escape from the new servant’s bedrooms”.  
1919 Extra bedrooms and sitting rooms built. 
1921 Mr and Mrs W Woolett were paid £100 per 
annum plus payment for washing clothes and boot 
cleaning, guaranteeing a further £100. 
1922 £10 authorised to buy a dog for the steward.
1924 Clubhouse fire. The caddie’s shelter was 
adapted as temporary accommodation for the 
steward.  An advertisement in the Times and 
Nottingham Guardian “…One or two daughters 
willing to assist would be an advantage…” resulted 
in 185 applications. A job specification made to 
measure!
1924 Mr and Mrs Morrell were appointed, helped by 
their daughters Joy and Phyllis.
1926 Mr and Mrs (Ivy) Roe, Peggy and two maids. 
1935 Mr & Mrs Brown

6.3.35 The Bystander 
(magazine)

Tom Williamson and JE 
Rowe (steward) 



1938 ‘Unable to obtain an assistant cook for £1 a 
week so we have put Albert, the handy boy, behind 
the scenes under Mrs Brown to learn to cook’. 
1938 Two waitresses couldn’t get out of the train 
and were taken to Pinxton where they were 
surcharged 3 1/2d for travelling there without a 
ticket!  
1939 Mr Brown resigned to work as an Army 
Rescue Officer.

Christmas Box Fund
Mr & Mrs Brown £43-0-0
Peggy £8-0-0
Enid £3-0-0
Hilda £5-0-0
Gladys £5-0-0
Gertie £5-0-0
Hollinwell station staff £2-0-0
Victoria station staff £2-0-0
Guards £1-10-0
Poole (Green staff) £10-0-0
Parsons £6-0-0
Hill (Green staff) £6-0-0
Cross £6-0-0
Milward £5-0-0
Lowe £5-0-0
Moss £5-0-0
Leslie £5-0-0
White £5-0-0
Houseboy (Herbert) £4-0-0
Postman £1-0-0
Butcher Boy 10 shillings 

1935 



1942 Mr and Mrs Sanders. Soon afterwards Mrs 
Sanders took on all the duties of the steward who 
was at work of ‘National interest’. 
1946 Mr Osborn
1947 Mr Gore proved very satisfactory as a locker 
room attendant.
1950 Motor car bought for the steward
1951 Mrs Button
1952 Mr and Mrs Brownlow 
1954 Mr and Mrs Turner
1958 Mr and Mrs Holmes
1959 Mr and Mrs Mitchiner
1960 Mr and Mrs TH Whalley helped in periods 
when no steward was available. First Food 
Hygiene inspection. Mr and Mrs Carter helped 
whilst Whalleys on holiday. 
1960 Mr and Mrs JH Boakes. He bought the car off 
the club. Waitresses walked out.
1961 New steward sought. Mr and Mrs 
Hollingworth from the Royal Overseas League. 
Vacuum cleaner purchased and power points 
installed. Humber Hawk purchased for the 
steward. Conveyor belting placed in the mens bar 
up to the fireplace. Fruit machine was installed. 
The Licensing Act 1961 meant that the hours of 
opening needed to be submitted.
1962 Mr and Mrs Hartley. ‘Too many sauce bottles 
in circulation’. More attention to cleaning in ‘out-of-
the-way-spots’. 
1965 Mr and Mrs Turner 
1965 Mr and Mrs HGW Bell. Electrification of the 
kitchen took place (Mrs Bell wasn’t happy!). 



1967 Bad fire in the Steward’s Quarters
1970 The John Player Classic: the clubhouse was 
reserved for members and wives. Guests paid £2, 
visitors were served in a tent. 
1971 Carpets were purchased for the lounge to 
replace colliery belting! 
1972 Mr and Mrs Goddard 
1974 Mr and Mrs Aubrey Hubbard recruited from 
Wollaton Park GC.
1979 Mrs Hubbard died 
1985 Tom Brown, barman, retires having served 
for over 50 years
1987 Brian Newbury, a previous caddy at the Club 
1990 Dennis Watson, locker attendant, resigned 
through ill health
1992 Mr Hubbard vacated the premises; there 
was no resident steward after this. 
1992 June Timms
2010 Alison Jenkins left after 25 years assisting 
2011 David and Julie Flanagan ran the catering 
and bar as an independent business
2015 Tracey Henderson 



Notts Ladies Golf Club and 

Women in Notts Golf Club
The articles of Notts. Golf Club are gender-neutral, 
yet Notts. Ladies Golf Club set up as an 
independent Club in 1891. The relationship 
between Notts. Ladies Golf Club and Notts. Golf 
Club might be described as either paternalistic or 
domineering; perhaps it depends from which Club 
the reader is a member? Today, we shouldn't be 
talking about "Ladies' golf" but golf played by any 
gender. 
Notts. Golf Club now has women who are full and 
equal members within the club and anyone from 
any gender are welcome.
Notts. Ladies Golf Club remains a single sex club.

1891 Mrs. Warren and Miss Evans of South Road, 
The Park wrote to the secretary, William Hamilton, 
expressing the desire to form a Ladies' Golf Club. 
NGC passed a resolution unanimously “That the 
club welcomes the formation of a Ladies' GC and 
agrees to accept half of the subscriptions payable 
by its members to keep the greens in order of play”. 
It was minuted that such an agreement was on 
condition that the Ladies' Club were not allowed to 
play on competition days (Saturdays and 
Thursdays) or on days when a match with other 
clubs was arranged. 



1894 Ladies initially played on a separate 9 hole 
course. 
It is pertinent that women only obtained the vote in 
1918 and that was restricted to women over 30 
years who also fulfilled a property criteria! 1894 
Letter to the Parks Committee from the NGC 
secretary: "I have been asked by Notts. Ladies Golf 
Club, the members of which play at Bulwell Forest, 
to call to your attention the following facts: The 
Ladies’ Club (which now numbers between 70 and 
80 members) has hitherto played on the old course, 
round the cricket ground, which was abandoned by 
the Notts. Club when you gave the latter permission 
to extend the links towards Hucknall."  

The line of the MS&L Railway has cut off a 
considerable portion of the Ladies’ course – 

The line of the railway is shown above. 



1894 continued: "By a little planning, the members 
have been enabled to lay out some further holes, 
but they cannot go down the Valley hole…because 
of the railway and the plantation. …may they have 
permission to round it off on the other side…of 
course, they would bear all expense."  

1896 NGC took over the maintenance of the Ladies' 
greens, the Ladies' Club agreed to pay their 
proportion of the expenses.

1899 The new club house of the Notts Ladies’ Golf 
Club was opened. In February it was resolved that 
the Ladies' Club paid £23 per annum (£13 greens, 
£5 cleaning, £5 rent of club rooms).  
NLGC had access to all 18 holes with 61 playing 
members and 13 honorary members. Nottingham 
Daily Express: “The (NLGC) committee take this 
opportunity to thank Notts. Golf Club for all their 
kindness and assistance rendered during the past 
season”. NLGC played full days Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday, and Monday and 
Wednesday up to 1 o’clock. In October the Ladies' 
Club asked to be able to play on another afternoon 
a week offering to give up Monday or Wednesday 
mornings. They were then granted all day Monday, 
Tuesday and Friday as long as they gave ‘priority’ to 
members of Notts. Golf Club! 



1900 Ladies were limited to 100 members. 1901 
The Ladies' Club were charged 15shillings a year 
individually (for new male members joining NGC it 
was 3 guineas) and this arrangement was informal 
until 1927. 

1902 Ladies' tees were constructed. 

1903 The Ladies' Club presented NGC with the 
‘Ladies' Challenge Bowl’ played for by match play 
after a qualifying medal round. 

1904 £20 received from NLGC to improve the 
Ladies' tees and course. Ladies were not allowed to 
introduce male visitors to the privileges of the club! 
The tradition of ladies playing in mixed foursomes 
golf on Bank Holidays started.

1913 Ladies’ Open Championship inaugurated at 
Hollinwell. 

1922 Ladies permitted to play on Thursdays.      
               

1924 New clubhouse at a cost of £11,200. 
Debentures offered from 22 members of NLGC for 
£1,240.1925 Membership permitted to increase to 
125.

1926 The Scratch Committee of NGC agreed to 
Notts Ladies' Golf Club's request that their SS could 
be 77 if holes 2,4,7,12,14 and 17 were lengthened. 
                                  

1927 It was decided that the Ladies' Club should 
pay a fee instead of individual subscriptions.                                      



1933 Enid Wilson retained her title of British Ladies' 
Amateur Champion for the third consecutive year. 
She beat the American Champion when she played 
in the Curtis Cup. 1934 Request to increase 
numbers to 160 granted.     
    

1938 Ladies were allowed to play on Sundays for 2s 
6d per round. 
                                                                                          

1939 The system of paying fee for the NLGC went 
into abeyance and donations towards upkeep of the 
course were made.  

1945 On V.E. Day the Captain entertained NGC and 
NLGC to tea and prizes.  
 

1953 England vs Canada Ladies' International; 
England won 51/2 - 41/2.
 

1954 An aeroplane of Rolls Royce landed near the 
14th hole and members of NLGC came to assist. 
One of the engineers told the Nottingham Guardian 
“There were a number of golfers about, including 
women, and they were most helpful”. Agreed the 
rent would be increased from £250 to £750 for the 
next 25 years.

1961 NLGC member invited to observe House 
Committee meetings. NLGC requested two 
members attended but this was declined.

1962 NLGC members could play after 4pm on 
Saturdays.



1932 Enid Wilson

1925 British Girl’s Championship Stoke Poges 1928 
English Ladies’ Closed Championship, 
1931, 2 and 3 played in international matches 



1967 NLGC members voted by 25 to 19 to move 
their competition day to Friday and were allocated 
one hour tee times.

1975 NGC afforded a grant of £500 to NLGC in 
order to help them meet their rental.

1978 Ladies' British Open Amateur Championship 
won by Edwina Kennedy.

1981 NLGC rent increased to £1,000 which resulted 
in an increase in subscriptions. Resignations 
contributed to an increase from £45 to £75 per 
member as the remaining members had to share 
the cost. Business Ladies' Medals play was 
introduced on Sundays.

1986 A shameful event occurred for NGC. 
Cambridge University wrote to arrange a date for 
the next year's fixture and they wished to include 
Miss Fiona MacDonald. It was decided that the 
match should be held on a Saturday and they were 
asked to provide an all-male team!

1987 Janet Collingham won the British Amateur 
Ladies' Championship at Royal St. David's Golf 
Club.

 



1989 In the suggestion book.…that any Lady being 
selected for her University would be welcomed 
without any discrimination. To the discredit of the 
club, the committee said they felt ‘it was against the 
general interest of the membership’. They did 
however agree to play any such match on a 
different day. 

1994 Ladies' British Senior Championship won by 
Diane Williams.

2006 Women gain access throughout the 
clubhouse.  

2017 A representative from NLGC was invited onto 
NGC Greens Committee.

2018 Women join NGC. NLGC offered favourable 
terms to join NGC but NLGC choose to remain a 
separate club. 

2019 Emily Rowbottom wins the Notts. Golf Club 
monthly medal.



In 1887 the Nottingham Golf Club, sometimes 
shortened to Nottm. Golf Club, was formed. Until 
1990 the club's notepaper was headed 'The 
Nottingham Golf Club' or 'The Notts. Golf Club'.

On 20th December 1900 the Notts. Golf Club was 
incorporated as a limited company.

No logo was used on notepaper, leaflets, or 
literature until 1986 but in 1933 a logo was devised 
by Colonel Lee for a club tie with Robin Hood 
holding a bow and arrow in red on a background of 
Lincoln green (above centre left). 

In 1983 when the stock of Robin Hood club ties ran 
out that it was decided to redesign the tie. It was 
then that Mr B Lawley found two medals (above left) 
originating from 1893. No similar images have been 
found other than some buttons that omitted 'The 
Nottinghamshire'. This emblem has a shield and a 
ragged cross and three coronets. It derives from the 
City of Nottingham shield with its colours reversed.  
 

 Notts. Golf Club Logo



The shield has two staves ragulee (irregular staffs 
in a cross) which, according to heraldry, are meant 
to represent difficulties that have been encountered. 
Two ducal coronets are positioned either side and 
another around the bottom staff (enfiled is the term 
used to describe this). It had Vivit post funera 
virtus (Virtue survives death) underneath. Mr B 
Lawley altered this to place Notts. G.C. Hollinwell 
underneath. This logo was used from 1986 on ties, 
notepaper, advertising and later on the club's 
website.

Nottingham City’s shield took its ragged cross and 
three crowns from Colchester. Colchester’s coat of 
arms predate Nottingham’s, particularly as there is 
no record of the latter before 1610. 
Colchester claims to be the birthplace, in the year 
242, of the Empress Saint Helena, who was 
daughter of King Coel Godeberg, from whom the 
town of Colchester takes its name. The legend 
credits Saint Helena with being the discoverer of 
the True Cross of Christ and its nails as well as the 
bodies of the "Three Kings" (the Magi). The remains 
of these she caused to be transferred from India to 
Constantinople, then to Milan, and finally to 
Cologne. 
A chapel of the Three Kings in Cologne cathedral is 
dedicated to them, and other remains are said to be 
contained in Santa Maria in Ara Coeli in Rome and 
Eglise Saint-Leu-Saint-Gilles in Paris. 



Colchester’s coat of arms first appeared after a 
Royal Charter granted by Henry V in 1413.
Its red background represents the blood of Christ, 
the green cross the living cross of Saint Helena, the 
three crowns and the three Kings from the Nativity 
Story. In Colchester’s shield there are three nails 
holding the three crowns, representing the nails 
which held Christ to the cross. There is speculation 
that in order to prove the antiquity of the City of 
Nottingham it used the ragulee and crowns to try 
and indicate that that Coelus or Coels, the British 
King, was buried in Nottingham. This assertion is 
unreliable, in part because there were at least two 
King Coels. 
In 2011 Cotgrave Golf Club's new owners decided to 
change its name to The Nottinghamshire Golf and 
Country Club. Notts. Golf Club had in years gone by 
been referred to as The Nottinghamshire in 
magazines, articles and club medals. However, it 
had not registered the name in Companies House 
and it was decided not to risk a potentially expensive 
law suit and challenge the use of the. name. 
By 2019 the name Notts or Notts. Golf Club and The 
Nottinghamshire was causing confusion amongst 
some golfers and blurring the distinction between 
the two clubs, in particular when it came to 
newcomers searching online. A subcommittee 
solved this by reverting to the traditional name of 
Hollinwell below an icon of a wisp of heather, 
thereby connecting the name with the heathland 
nature of the course. A clear Hollinwell brand was 
established for marketing the club.



John Chapman's map of 1774 shows two 
tributaries, one from Robin Hood’s Chair through 
what is now Hollinwell going to Newstead Ponds 
and the other from Mosley spring; both end up 
draining into the river Leen (see Appendix for more 
on the River Leen).
Geo Sanderson’s map of 1836 shows ‘Hollin well’ 
with a pond towards Monk Barns before it spills 
into Newstead ponds and then to the river Leen. 

The Watercourse 

John Chapman's map of Mosley spring 
Kirkby or Leen Head 1774 



In 1902 a curling pond was created by building a 
dam and that became known as middle pond or 
curling pond. 

1836 'Hollin well' by Geo Sanderson 



The map named ‘Pre-1935 watercourse’ shows an 
extensive series of ponds and although undated it 
doesn’t have the driving range shed that was built in 
1936. It is post 1912 as it shows Tom Williamson’s 
first three holes. It identifies the curling pond that 
was used in 1905 and in the 1930s. There was no 
pond to carry on the fourth hole as this was created 
in 1973. 

Pre-1935 Watercourse and proposed irrigation
The red arrow points to the old reservoir

The maps dated 1947 and 1961 barely differ and 
show the pond behind the 5th green as well as a 
sizable pond where the current stagnant ponds are, 
also the pond that Hollinwell drains into.  



1947

1961 

The lake at the 8th disappeared in the 1980s and 
thousands of gallons emptied towards Newstead 
Abbey. The Club claimed this had happened through 
subsidence. The Coal Board denied this, and it went 
to Arbitration. The Club won.



The arbitrator found in our favour and the Coal 
Board paid for the lake to be restored in the 1990s 
with a new dam wall and tons of puddle clay in the 
base. There were some hiccups with the repair in 
that the detour site leaked when the dam was re-
installed, but this was fixed.
Phil Stain commenting on the Pre-1935 map: "If you 
look above the 15th the little square (at the top - see 
page 368) is the old reservoir that the lads would 
swim in if it was a hot summer in the 80’s. As a new 
starter I was taken up there and thrown in, my first 
taste of Hollinwell water you might say. Water was 
pumped from the Hollinwell via the pump house on 
the 8th up to the reservoir. The original system was 
gravity fed, with the reservoir being the highest 
point. This is very interesting because it shows the 
original irrigation lines.
When I started (1984) the 4th pond was just a slab-
sided dyke, it was enlarged and turned into a pond 
with the spoil  going on the area that we graze to the 
right of the 4th carry. This is why we decided to 
graze the area because it was so rich and initially 
just grew weeds.
The pond at the side of the 4th tee and the dry pond 
next to it were once birch woodland. The curling 
ponds were just muddy holes in the 80’s when I 
arrived, no water in them whatsoever. It wasn’t until 
later that they were re-excavated, and dams 
constructed to hold water, primarily for irrigation 
storage. Sadly, they never held as much as was 
originally intended and the current irrigation pond 
was enlarged again relatively recently. I can clearly 
remember the old concrete sluice behind the 5th-the 
water had undermined it so it was ineffective when I 
arrived."



"The dam and stream leaving the 5th are not 
original, the bypass stream as we call it was installed 
at the same time as the dams were put in to the 
curling ponds. A requirement of the Environment 
Agency at the time was to allow for winter storage, 
and that water to be used for irrigation. The original 
water course ran through the curling ponds (muddy 
holes) and was full of leaves and dead trees."
 

2019 Hollinwell ponds

Remains of reservoir that Phil Stain refers to over 15th green



Newstead & Annesley Collieries

The Collieries are relevant to Hollinwell because of 
the subsidence they caused to the course and their 
effect on the water table. Annesley Colliery was 
sunk in 1865 by the Worswick family from 
Leicestershire. The Top Hard seam was reached in 
1867 and like all other pits in the Leen Valley, this 
seam was then mined for the next 50 years or so. 
The shafts were sunk to the Deep Hard seam in 
1914 and were worked until 1950 together with the 
Deep Soft seam. The Deep Soft seam continued 
until 1983. In 1924 the colliery was bought by the 
New Hucknall Colliery Company who invested 
much needed capital into the mine. 

Annesley became part of the Annesley, Bentinck, 
Newstead Complex in 1985 and in the same year 
part of the newly formed Nottinghamshire area of 
British Coal. Major reconstruction took place in 
1986 when the Tupton and Deep Hard seams were 
abandoned, and all future mining operations were 
based on Thick Black Shale.



In 1988 the Colliery officially became the Annesley/
Bentinck Mine. When Linby ceased production in 
March 1988 it left Annesley as the last pit in the 
Leen Valley having produced coal for over 120 
years. In January 1999, it was announced that the 
Midlands Mining PLC was intending to close 
Annesley-Bentinck colliery due to geographical 
problems and adverse market conditions. The last 
shift was 28th January 2000.



Coal Mines 1959 



Annesley Colliery and water extraction 
(abridged from Harvey Wood 2012)

Annesley is notable for being situated on the outcrop 
of the Sherwood/Bunter sandstones that make up 
the main east geological covering over part of the 
Carboniferous limestones whose outcrop lies a mile 
or so to the west. Beyond this the coal seams start 
to outcrop into the valley of the River Erewash.
Annesley Colliery was a fine example of a Victorian 
coal mine that continued to cut and raise coal up to 
the last year of the Twentieth Century. Annesley was 
known as a low water producing mine with its 
operations being relatively dry but as other mines 
closed the water the mine needed to remove 
increased from elsewhere in the labyrinth of 
interconnected workings stretching north and west 
towards the outcrops of Derbyshire. Pumping 1.2 
million gallons a day was a constant issue both 
below ground and on the surface.
The pit top at Annesley was extensive. Around the 
northern and eastern sides of the site large pit tips 
dominated the landscape. From the top of the tips 
the natural drainage pattern was toward the 
Dumbles, South of Hollinwell, down to the Leen 
Valley and beyond Newstead and its lakes. The 
drainage from the colliery right up to the 1960s had 
been Victorian, rudimentary and basic. 
The water from Annesley mine, both pumped and 
surface, was allowed to drain down the hill to the 
Dumbles, flowing through the South route to 
Newstead Abbey lakes and down the River Leen. 
There were water quality issues with contamination 
by coal dust and detritus, acidity and iron staining. 



Annesley Colliery from 
the air in 1996

 
The 1960s saw the beginnings of a major shrinkage 
in the coal industry. Some water stoppings were 
placed strategically underground between the closed 
and active areas to protect the deeper working 
mines. These water stoppings gave protection, but 
some of the stoppings were better engineered than 
others and the water pressure that built up behind 
them was immense.
In the 1970s these hydraulic barriers started to fail 
with the result that to protect the working coal faces 
and continue production the working mine had to 
increase pumping rates. This led at one period to the 
pit having to remove over 4 million gallons a day. 
This was both to protect the economic coal seams 
and even more importantly to protect the miners 
from inundation, one of the great fears of those 
labouring beneath the surface of the earth. 



When pumped volumes of water started to increase 
dramatically it was not discharged into the River 
Leen headwaters, but via a huge holding lagoon that 
was constructed on the top of the old spoil heap 
overlooking the Leen Valley. This lagoon was found 
to be inadequate to hold the volumes of water that 
were being brought to the surface and control the 
discharge to the river so a further two holding 
lagoons were constructed at decreasing levels on 
spoil heaps adjacent to the first lagoon. This whole 
operation covered more than 600 acres of land.
The three large ponds on the spoil heaps are clearly 
visible, the smaller lagoons and pumping station that 
sent the water from the mines to the River Trent are 
to the south east of the first lagoon. The Dumbles 
surface water lagoons are to the right of the second 
large lagoon and bordered by the ploughed orange/
brown field; the stream passes out of the picture in 
the right-hand corner of the photograph.
These lagoons did what was required of them at the 
time, to hold water and allow some of the iron that 
was in the water to precipitate out of the minewater 
as ochre. However, when the water volume into the 
headwater of the Dumbles significantly increased, 
the top lakes of Newstead Park became flooded. 
The water quality of the mine water discharge 
deteriorated as well as its iron content and the water 
was acidic (pH 6 – 3.7) with an increase in its 
chloride content. The wooded banks of the lakes 
running into Newstead park were inundated by this 
polluted water. Many of the trees died, fish and other 
aquatic life was wiped out. 



The Trent River Board at the time 
stepped in at the request of 
Nottingham City Council and 
Newstead Abbey and Park. The 
damage to the landscape proved to be 
considerable to the lakeside 
woodland: the damage is still visible 
today nearly 40 years on. Urgent 
discussions were carried out to see 
what could be done to alleviate the 
plight of Newstead lakes and the River 
Leen. An advantage of a public 
company (the nationalised National 
Coal Board as it was at the time) was 
to avoid getting into further conflict 
with local authorities with regard to 
opencast coal mining applications.

Mine water into the top lagoon at 27c degrees 

The solution to this problem was to remove the 
polluted water from the Leen catchment area 
alltogether. The volume of the pumped mine water 
steadied to less than 2 million gallons per day and 
was diverted to the River Trent some 17.5 kilometres 
away to the south. The Trent River Board felt that 
the main midland river, the third largest in the UK, 
could cope with the chloride levels by dilution with 
the main river flow. The route of the pipeline was 
agreed and to a great extent followed the route of 
the mineral railway line (today the Robin Hood Line.  



This was a remarkable route that could only have 
been economically agreed as the railway company, 
British Railways would have charged a king’s 
ransom for such a way-leave. That the two 
organisations, the National Coal Board and British 
Railways were both nationalised companies made it 
politically possible, a private company could never 
have been able to afford such a route and the 
mining would have had to cease 25 years sooner 
than it did. The mining industry in the 1970s was a 
major force in the land as its power was 
predominantly supplied by ‘home’ produced coal and 
the National Union of Miners had as much or more 
political force than did the Chairman of the Coal 
Board. This scheme was put in place by the end of 
1978 and functioned well until pumping ceased at 
the end of the millennium. There were problems 
regarding the pH and pumping line blockages. A pig, 
a solid rubber projectile, was released down the pipe 
to unblock it. These objects were found by anglers 
along the Trent bank, who, thinking they may be 
warheads, called the bomb disposal squad.
The acidity problems were resolved with lime dosing 
of the ponds and the placing of ‘dekka’ blocks in the 
spillways between the lagoons. Further ‘stilling’ or 
settlement ponds were added to the three major 
lagoons in the 1980s to help remove more iron from 
the discharge just before the entrance to the 
pumping station which was also replaced at that 
time. The lower of the three original top lagoons was 
taken out of commission at this time as it was found 
to be unstable and starting to slump. It was retained 
though as an emergency resource in case extra 
capacity was required.



Part of the lagoon system taking the surface water 
from the pit top and the flow of the Dumbles stream. 
The scum and algal growth show what turned out to 
be in part bacteria, particularly Thiobacillus 
ferroxidans. This is one of a great many bacteria that 
are known as sulphide reducing bacteria.

The mine water being pumped out led to an 
increase in surface water which could be quite 
variable in its content. Oil and greases were 
commonly found to be washing into Newstead 
lakes.  
This led to a series of lagoons that were 
designed to allow treatment of the colliery top 
surface water and any other runoff that might 
occur on the eastern edges of the mine’s estate. 
This allowed for the water in the Dumbles to be 
redirected through more lagoons. 



There was concern about pollution of the stream 
with hydrocarbons, oils and grease from around 
the workshops, accumulated over the last 
hundred years. One response was to place 
hydrocarbon retaining boom filters across each 
spillway where the water passed from one water 
body to the next. These operated successfully 
until the mine closure.The Dumbles lagoons 
became very neglected by the end of their 
operational life but they had developed into  
important wetland and wet meadow habitat with a 
remarkable flora and fauna. Seven orchid species 
were identified by Nottingham University working 
with the Wildlife Trust. Damsel and dragonflies, 
reptile species including three different newts 
have also been identified. 
The Annesley site was developed as a housing 
estate by Persimmon Homes plc. The colliery top 
is known as Jasmine Gardens. Surprisingly, when 
the drainage plans for the estate were put to the 
Environment Agency for approval, the surface 
drains ticked all the sustainability boxes by 
consigning the water to soakaways located about 
the development.  



Above: Annesley Colliery after the site had been 
cleared for development. The pipe still exists 
between the site and the River Trent. The lagoons 
still holds water and are a site for wild life and 
birds in particular, the signs of water channelling 
down left hand corner of the middle lagoon is of 
interest as this borders a steep bank that could 
become unstable. 
 



Model of Newstead 
Colliery (Annesley 

Colliery was to the left 
of the loop in the 

railway). 

The blue arrow points 
to the Hollinwell and 

Annesley Station.
 



An overlay of maps showing the position of the old 
railway lines and collieries in relation to the lagoons 
that now form part of Newstead Country Park.
 



Financing a member’s club  

1887 Accounts: if it was this simple today!

The acquisition of land that is now Hollinwell along 
with its infrastructure were made possible by 
debentures from members, many of which were 
later relinquished through their generosity. Members 
have also been generous with donations to improve 
many aspects of the Club and its course. The most 
profitable years for the Club have been when 
championships have taken place such as the Haig 
(Tournament Players Championship), when green 
fee income has been good. The number of 
members has always been restricted and even 
though subscriptions have been more than local 
clubs this has meant that the club has relied on a 
significant proportion of income coming from green 
fees. 



Many committees have been ingenious in devising 
means of supplementing funds from various 
sources, be they the National Coal Board, 
Renewable Heat Incentive or the Breweries. 
However, many more have found it easier to spend 
more than they have! Subscriptions often remained 
relatively unaltered for several years at a time and 
then required increases as large as 50% when the 
Club reached a critical point. It appears that all too 
often committees have chosen to avoid any conflict 
with members by not increasing subscriptions, even 
when inflation was high. I hear the cry that unknown 
events were responsible for deficits. These 
‘unknown’ events occur with such regularity that they 
can be described as ‘known unknowns’ and need to 
be budgeted for with a reserve fund. Road 
resurfacing, irrigation, greens equipment (always 
renewing and more expensive machines), water 
pumps, roofs, pensions, plumbing, rewiring, internal 
and external decoration, staff furniture, fridges, 
crockery, carpets, are amongst the items set to drain 
the treasurer’s pockets on a regular basis. A reserve 
fund is needed for big one-off costs. 
A surplus has been made in only thirty-four of its one 
hundred-and thirty-two-year history, which indicates 
that maintaining a site that is twice the size of most 
golf courses (440 acres), and with a limited 
membership, to a high level suitable for major 
competitions is not easy. 



1887 Subscription including entrance fee was 5/-. 
1900 Subscription of 2 guineas (3 guineas for those 
joining after 1901). £3,450 raised in debentures.
1901 Clubhouse built for £2,160.
1902 Call for further debentures. 
1903 Bishop Baynes (a founder member) wished to 
re-join the club. He was advised that he had to pay 
the ordinary entrance fee in order to do so (he 
received honorary life membership in 1909). 



1904 270 members. Ladies' Club to pay 15 shillings 
per member. 
1906 303 members. News of the World Tournament, 
the largest purse at the time with a Prize fund of 
£240.
1907 316 members. Numbers had been limited to 
300 just the year before! 
1909 A cash register was installed. Hot lunch 1s 6d, 
tea with bread and butter 6d. 
1924 Debentures raised to pay £6K to purchase the 
course. Sunday golf started once the course was 
purchased. 
1924 Clubhouse burnt down. Insurance was paid 
out but not nearly enough for a rebuild. A new 
clubhouse built for £11,200. Debenture stock from 
180 members amounting to £13,730 and 22 
members of NLGC for £1,240 (later the total cost 
increased to £15,000 plus a mortgage of £5,000).
1925 AW Bright gave his services as an architect.
1928 Members practice ground created and paid for 
by HW Roberts.
1929 Joining fee suspended (re-introduced 1936). 
1934-39 JD Player made several donations 
including installing the putting green, driving range 
shed and Clubhouse bay windows as well as course 
materials. 



1938 Joining fee abandoned again (until 1964). 
1943 Many members surrendered their debentures.
1946 Anonymous donation for a special fund to 
meet any pensions that the club might become 
liable for or redeeming debentures. 
1948 Further debenture scheme set up. 
1949 F Price paid for carpeting and furnishing 
lounge.
1951 Finance committee established. 
1952 Mr AS Bright paid fixtures and fittings in the 
shop. 
1955 17 life members created to clear debts. 
1962 Captains appeal to clear debts. Members 
donations paid for redecorating.
1963 The Captain expressed hope that the cost of 
decoration of the locker rooms and staff quarters 
might be met by donations. A Shipman paid for the 
lounge.  
1964 330 made limit of membership. Joining fee 
reintroduced and six-day membership abandoned 
(three in that category invited to become ordinary 
members). Subscription increase from 20 to 25 
guineas. Debate about increasing life members (15) 
to 20 in order to repay loan stock. Gaming machine 
purchased.  
1967 Perilous finances. More debentures launched 
in order to deal with life members loans and a new 
watering system. 
1969 Interest-free loans were sought from members 
to cover an anticipated shortfall over the next five 
years. 



1970 36 vacancies.
1971 EGM to increase subs from £37 to £50 (35%). 
1974 The Club was in financial difficulties with 
virtually no reserves and a significant amount of loan 
stock outstanding repayable at six months’ notice. 
Subscriptions were £50 and these had not been 
reviewed since 1971 during which period there had 
been cost inflation of 40%. Sale of land raised some 
funds. A subscription increase from £50 to £75 
(50%) was rejected by a section of senior members. 
A reconvened EGM accepted £65 but inevitably the 
next two years saw deficits. However, as a result the 
membership was alerted to the parlous financial 
position of the club.  
1975 Funds from the National Coal Board for 19.5 
acres forming a triangle between the disused railway 
lines to the south of the first green. A bund would be 
made, and the new tip would merge with the old with 
tree planting on completion. Subscriptions increased 
from £65 to £80. 
1976 Subscriptions increased from £80 to £95 (46% 
in last two years or 90% in last three years). 
1977 PGA Professional Championship income 
boosted green fees. Capital levy rejected by 
members. Awarding Honorary Life Membership had 
become more and more common with four awarded 
that year. Greens staff were reduced to a Head 
greenkeeper, three others and a trainee.  



1978 Subscriptions increased from £95 to £115 
(resulting in an increase of 130% over four years).
1982 Healthy surplus, the Haig Tournament led to an 
increase in green fees. 
1985 320 members, of these 17 members were over 
70 and this was a concern!
1995 New greenkeeper’s equipment shed. Minuted: 
“….the price of Mansfield bitter has been increased 
by 6 pence a pint…. (and in the same paragraph)… 
hoped that at the end of the year the club should 
have liquid assets of £75,000!"
1996 Car park refurbished. Received compensation 
from the Robin Hood Railway line. "The 
‘concessionary’ price that is given for a bottle of 
whisky for a hole in one should not be extended to 
members who had been unable to find time to visit 
the appropriate off-licence…..the practice must 
cease immediately!"
1997 A new watering system cost a great deal and it 
never worked properly. VAT rebate was helpful, but it 
resulted in members voting down any increase in 
subscription. Money had to be borrowed to pay for 
the land next to the 8th and 10th holes. 
1998 Proxy votes were admissible. 
2002 Grants from the Countryside Stewardship 
Scheme and Sherwood Forest Trust. 
2005 Greens machinery converted to leasing.
2006 Poor green fee income.



2007 Over 70s a growing concern with an increasing 
cost because of their reduced subscription. 
2010 Reduction in green fee income. Life 
membership scheme raises funds.
2011 Jeff Leadley Legacy for the short game area. 
Sale of land raised funds to the far side of the 
railway line. Dining room upgraded thanks to a 
donation. Irrigation system removed reserves. 
2012 Car park and road deplete funds. 
2013 Age related discounts were reformatted. 
2015 Donations helped build a new greens shed, 
revamping old shed, compound fence and Yard. A 
VAT rebate boosted  a reserve fund. Increase in 
green fee income.
2016 Biomass heating system reducing pollution 
and cost.
2019 Facilities for greens staff and trolley store.

The Bits that all Add up: Road resurfacing, internal 
and external decoration, staff pensions, fridges, 
crockery, carpets, plumbing, rewiring, furniture, 
greens equipment (always new machines and more 
expense) are amongst the items likely to drain the 
treasurer’s pockets on a regular basis. 
In the past limited reserves have often meant that 
material purchases, machinery and projects have 
been done cheaply, which has all too often incurred 
problems and more expense in the long term. One 
example is that good machinery costs, but it saves 
on manpower, doesn’t break down, and does a 
better job. 
 



Biodiversity and Sustainability 
In 2000 the club started on a journey to restore its 
heathland character. Restoring heathland does not 
only mean encouraging and maintaining heather, in 
which our course manager, Phil Stain, is now 
acknowledged as an expert, but in controlling self-
set birch and oak trees so that copses of valuable 
woodland can be restricted without invading 
heathland. The club works closely with Sherwood 
Forest Trust, The Heathland Trust, Natural England, 
Notts Wildlife Trust, the RSPB and other agencies 
to encourage biodiversity and sustainability. We use 
no pesticides and we are sparing in the use of 
fertilisers, fungicides and water. We encourage 
habitats that support wildlife, particularly 
invertebrates (recently two MSc students have 
projects here looking at invertebrates in the water 
system and hybernacula), reptiles, water voles, 
woodcock- amongst others. 
2016 the course was awarded GEO Certification.
Bob Taylor (STRI Ecological assessor on behalf of 
the R&A) "From an ecological perspective Notts. 
Golf Club is every bit a nature reserve as it is a Golf 
Course. The quality of the habitat management 
provided by the green staff, and indeed the Club is 
excellent, and the Course Manager does have a 
very strong understanding of ecological functioning 
and management".
In 2019 Phil Stain, Course Manager, was awarded 
Conservation Greenkeeper of the Year.



Heathland restoration between 10,11 
and 12 over the last two decades

2019 Gorse removal right 
of the 7th fairway. It is 
difficult to control and 

unpleasant work. In 2018 
a team of volunteers 
started to support the 

green staff



Brackenhurst college 
Masters student studying 

invertebrates

Hawkbit

Habitat for 
Kingfisher

Over 400 bird boxes



What does GEO certification actually mean?
In 2016 Notts. Golf Club was certified by the Golf 
Environment Organisation, an international non-
profit body dedicated to promoting sound 
ecological and sustainability practice in and 
through golf. 

The Official Ecologist to the R&A Championship 
Committee wrote: 

Notts. Golf Club is one of the premier nature 
conservation sites within the UK, it is every bit a 
nature reserve as it is a golf course and indeed is 
well known for its nature conservation interests UK 
wide. The course lies within plantation woodland 
but is essentially heathland in character and this 
has been brought out by the ongoing management 
that is provided by the green staff on behalf of the 
club. Tree and scrub management and heath 
regeneration all backed by grazing are key to 
retaining the conservation interests at Notts golf 
club, and all are being undertaken on a routine 
basis. This course is a prime exemplar and 
ambassador for best conservation management 
practice something that has evolved in line with 
experience, and with regular close working with 
the local wildlife groups. The whole of the 
conservation management is overseen and 
monitored by the Sherwood Forest Trust and 
through regular and ongoing discussions with 
Natural England, The Wildlife Trusts and The 
Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust. 



Grass 
snake

Sombrero  
mushroom

Stinkhorn

Freshwater 
mussel

Wood blewits

Beekeeping



Newspaper and Magazine Articles  

1887 First Club competition

1902 Annual report

1921 Tom Williamson 
25 years service 

Hundreds of cuttings have 
been neatly filed of every 
competition,  and event 
with minutes of all 
meetings in copperplate 
handwriting until the 1950s



7.4.1926 'The Tatler'  

Tom Williamson 
congratulating Enid 

Wilson after her win at 
the Ladies' Golf Union 

23.4.25 'Nottingham 
Journal'

Describing the opening 
of the new clubhouse 
designed by Nelson 
Bromley, a member.



14.2.1931 
'Nottingham Evening 

Post'
(apologies for poor 

quality of original scan)

Membership decline to 
248 ordinary members

 
(In 1929 the joining fee 
had been suspended 
and two years later 

JD Player reduced the 
mortgage rate from 5% 
to 4% to help finances)

See page 385 for 
section on finances



1947 The 'Nottingham Journal' about Norman Von Nida 
who won The Lotus Championship at Hollinwell



1954 Rolls Royce plane lands near the 14th fairway



1957 Cambridge match Ted Dexter 16th bunker



1957 Dunlop Masters. Henry Cotton appreciation



1957 Dunlop Masters won by Eric Brown.             
A crowd of 10,000 flooded to see the final round.  



Stuart Goldie, the Club Secretary 1994-2000 
and whose dry wit as Master of Ceremonies 

delighted members for many years



16.11.1963 Two new holes 8a and 9a

28th March 1964 
'Football Post & News'

Hollinwell par may go up
By Desmond Lowe

“Few will say that Hollinwell, 
off par 74, is not a difficult 

course on which to maintain a 
handicap. It is extremely long, 

it has punishing rough and 
bunkers, and is nearly always 

affected by a troublesome 
wind." 



28.12.1968 'Football Post & News'
Mentions Brian Hugget's win at the inaugural 

Sumrie Tournament at Hollinwell 



1970 John Player Classic 
note on Brian Waites 



1970 John Player Classic 
Newspaper cutting of the 

results. £25,000 the largest 
prize in the history of the 

game  

1982 The Haig 
Tournament Players 

Championship won by 
Nick Faldo 



Newspaper cutting from 1970
 
The Oxford and Cambridge 
University matches were very 
competitive and sometimes 
boisterous - held over a 
weekend with the visitors often 
being put up by their guests. 
Henry Longhurst found a 
tankard, The Linskill Trophy and 
in 1967 offered it to be competed 
for between Notts and 
Cambridge University, a match 
that started in 1893. In 1977 Alec 
Shepperson donated a tankard 
for the match versus Oxford 
University which started in 1908.



1973 Article about the 1975 Brabazon Trophy: 
Hollinwell has held the Brabazon five times

22.9.1978 
'Football Post'

Brian Waites had 
just won the 
Tournament 

Players 
Championship



1983 More articles about 
Brian Waites at the Ryder 

Cup in Palm Beach 



1983 Brian Waites at the 
Ryder Cup in Palm Beach

1983 Articles about Brian 
Waites and Ken Brown 

at the Ryder Cup



1983 Article about Brian Waites saying he was the 

second oldest player after Ted Ray be selected for 

the Ryder Cup. What it couldn't say at the time is 

that he was the last club professional to play in the 

Ryder Cup. At 43 years old he was also the oldest 

player to be selected for the first time.



1983 Waites B&H Fulford. A member's putter helped! 



1995 'Evening Post' Brian Waites 
winning PGA Seniors Championship



1998 Brian Waites retires 
Article about the Club's appreciation



Ian Simpson and Trevor Coupe Foursomes Record



1971 Article by Michael Parkinson about his 
televised round with Peter Alliss at Hollinwell



2017 Article about Hollinwell and 
the Open Final Qualifying Series

2017 Hollinwell was asked to hold an extra event of the 
Open Final Qualifying Series a year ahead at two weeks 
notice. Everyone rallied to do so and it went extremely 
well. 



Excerpts from the Suggestions Book

1925 The hay around the fairways be mown another 
10 yards. This is not a natural hazard. After rain it is 
horrible. 
Answer: This is not necessary.
1928 Why is it that stilton cheese cannot be 
provided? 
1930 That in view of the false handicaps under 
which the majority of the club members are 
labouring each member shall automatically be raised 
one each January 1st, any members doing 76 net or 
better should immediately be reduced.
Answer: The committee are not able to agree to this 
suggestion.
Jan 1932 There should be a minimum age for 
caddies. My boy today was 12 years of age and 
nothing more or less than a nuisance.
Answer: Such a suggestion will not be entertained.
1939 That 3p [equivalent to 50p in today’s money] is 
an exorbitant charge for one portion of jam. 
Answer: The committee are unable to make any 
reduction in charges during the period of war.
1963 That the fruit machine, the most wicked form of 
gambling, be removed from the clubhouse.

 



1971 The committee decided that, due to declining 
standards, dress jackets were to be worn in the 
men’s smoke room, mixed lounge and dining room. 
This resulted in the following: 
That in view of the arrival of the British Summer full 
consideration should again be given to the 
relaxation of the request regarding the wearing of 
jackets.
and…
If the request to wear a jacket secures respectability 
in the clubhouse, then none, I hope, could possibly 
object. But does the wearing of a jacket guarantee 
respectability? Is theft diminished by a jacket, is 
loudness checked by a jacket, is intemperance 
tempered by a jacket? Surely not. If respected 
tradition demands of the British golfer that he wear 
a jacket as the concert pianist wears tails or the 
monk a habit, then we must bow to this request. But 
is tradition so exigent on such an issue? I think not. 
Why this attempt at regimentation? Why should 
taste be dictated to us? 
Ans: The committee sees no reason to change its 
decision that jackets should be worn in the men’s 
bar and mixed lounge. 

1972 That the suggestion book be locked up on 
rainy Thursday afternoons.



1973 Would the committee authorise that the 
ground staff be given some quicker means of 
despatching the current infestation of rabbits than 
with a member’s No 7 iron.
Answer: The committee considers a 9 iron would be 
better. 

Eric Lancelot Copleston Pentecost:

7.7.32 That a water softener be installed to avoid the 
future expense of rapid fouling of water pipes.
19.8.34 That the continuous gambling behind the car 
park throughout every Sunday by bands of youths 
who have no intention of coming down to caddie is a 
reflection on the club and should be stopped.
7.5.48 That a pot of tea be servable at any and all 
such times as alcoholic liquor is obtainable for the 
benefit of members to whom the taste of strong drink 
is abominable.
7.10.61 That the fruit machines be removed from the 
clubs’ premises. Even the few of us who have 
hitherto led blameless lives are tending to succumb 
to this dreadful craze for easy money.
3.8.62 Have we got to have the dressing rooms like 
hothouses for the sake of maintaining the hot water 
supply? Have we got to have the price of tonic water 
increased from 6p to 8p when it is 7p in every pub in 
the country? Have we got to pay 4p for Penguins 
when they are 3 and a half p in every shop? 
Answer: Yes 



30.8.63 That the fruit machine, the most wicked 
form of gambling be removed from the clubhouse 
forthwith. Failing which that a nine on the third roller 
be replaced by an ace.
22.7.68 (letter) I was shocked to read the news 
today of a totally unwarranted reduction of my 
handicap. Just when I was making some progress 
after my hernia operation, it has knocked my legs 
from under me…. when I told my cattle what had 
happened, all the cows immediately stopped work to 
hold a protest meeting….it will be very doubtful 
whether there will be any manure available for the 
NGC next year.
22.12.70 Schweppes tonic wholesale price 
sevenpence halfpenny, NGC price 1s 3d, 100% 
profit
Draught beer wholesale price 1s 11d, NGC price 2s 
9d, 45% profit. I propose these prices should be 
revoked. It’s the teetotal chaps who are the losers. 
Why should these clean-living members subsidise 
the clubs boozers?
Answer: Although your plight is pathetic, the 
committee is not sympathetic.
 



1974 With the rapid advancement of medical 
science in recent years and the consequent 
expectation of life, this club has sadly lagged behind 
other bodies in geriatrics and little provision has 
been made for the unprecedented prevalence of 
rheumatoid arthritis, alcoholic paralytics and 
mentally decrepit amongst its members. The 
committee should attempt to brighten the life of 
some of life’s flotsam and jetsam by increasing the 
handicap limit to 30 to enable such human wrecks 
to once again enjoy the golf income to which they 
had become accustomed to in happier days. 
Answer: This suggestion considerably brightened 
the last committee meeting. 
30.4.77 For some months I have been unable to 
sleep o’nights through thinking about the shocking 
state of the course and pondering over ways and 
means of exterminating the greens committee. I’m 
sleeping better now. 



27.7.78 I make no apology for bringing up yet once 
again the continuing injustice when having 
previously fixed up with an opponent, either 
because he did not know there was a competition, 
or had forgotten, or that the balance of his mind was 
deranged through thinking too much about that 
stupid lake hole the 8th and finds that he is not 
allowed to play until after 2 o’clock or, alternatively, 
he must go back home. I would suggest that, if it is 
a genuine case, a member should be taken in by a 
two-ball provided they play after 12noon. 
29.8.78 That the new bunker machine is unsuitable. 
It leaves the sand too fine, too loose, too deep. If 
persevered with a new type of club will be required, 
the dredge. 
13.3.80 An entry that the remainder of the page be 
left blank in the memory of that ardent contributor 
over the years, the late Eric Lancelot Copleston 
Pentecost. Signed by 37 members. 
The sundial by the putting green was erected in his 
memory. 



Maps, Land, Odds and Ends  

1724 Herman Moll
Few trees were present at Hollinwell. The term Forest 

included large areas of scrub heath and heathland



1708 Inventory of Deer in Sherwood 
Forest Holles Family. Note none in 
Sutton & Annesley Hills and few in 

Newstead & Papplewick



1774 John Chapman's map of the area  
showing Robin Hood's Chair

(the vertical line is the binding)



1836 Map around 'Hollin well' by Geo Sanderson 
Note how few trees were present. The term Forest included 
extensive areas of scrub and heathland, only one tenth of 

Sherwood Forest was wooded in the 1600s.



Forests and Hollinwell
In the past, the term forest didn’t mean dense areas 
of woodland. They had woods but with open spaces 
of scrub and heathland which were used for hunting 
(not just for Royalty, although there are some Royal 
forests). From 1919, when the Forestry Commission 
was set up to replenish areas of woodland that had 
been lost and the term forest started to become 
synonymous with thickly wooded land. In 1086 
based on the Domesday book only 12% of 
Nottinghamshire was woodland and there was 
relatively little change over the next 800 years 
(Oliver Rackham, Trees & Woodland in the British 
Landscape). The map from 1724 (Herman Moll) 
shows that the area the area around Hollinwell was 
not wooded and that of 1836 shows only two small 
coverts, but few other trees. 

1898 Map of Hollinwell 



A search of other maps of the area in the University 
of Nottingham Archives and Ancient Manuscripts 
and the Nottingham Archives (Councils Record 
Office) has maps from 1615 and 1637 just to the 
West and North of Hollinwell that show that this area 
was also scrub. Photographs taken when the course 
opened in 1901 and for several years after that show 
very few trees and little gorse. It was only in the late 
1930s when the Club was gifted over one thousand 
trees that the course started to have more than the 
odd tree. In the Greens minutes of 1934, it says that 
over several years, gorse bushes had gradually 
encroached on the course and repeatedly been 
removed, but that year there was an effort to remove 
them on holes 4,6,8 to 13,15 and 16 as they were 
troublesome. In 1939 Tom Williamson tried to deal 
with gorse encroaching on the sides of the fairways, 
often burning it, not realising that this was the best 
way to germinate gorse seeds in the ground! 
The gorse has increased in bulk, and because of its 
tenacity it has thrived and started to encroach into 
areas of play, as well as other areas. It is not all bad 
as it provides a habitat for some animals but it is 
very good at binding nitrogen and enriching the soil. 



This means that, even when gorse has been 
removed, heather and fine grasses are at a 
disadvantage (they do best in poor and slightly 
acidic soil) compared to Yorkshire fog and broad-
leaved plants. In order to manage areas where 
gorse has been removed it is best to remove its 
roots as well as the enriched topsoil which also 
contains many seeds. 
See section on the origin of Hollinwell's trees on 
page -333. 

In 1938 1,100 trees came from the Dunrobin estate 
in Scotland.

In the early 1950s the Forestry Commission planted 
Scots Pines in the surrounding hills and their life is 
coming towards an end.  

What the experts say 
Our agronomists are united in saying that grass 
needs light and air as well as aeration to do well. 
Trees shade the grass and stop the wind drying it 
out.

In 1986 Jim Arthur, one of the foremost agronomists 
of his day, said “We must control seedling trees.... 
remember there are still an awful lot of trees 
compared to the turn of the century. Gorse needs 
cutting back”.  

In 1999 Donald Steel, golf architect, said “...there 
are signs that the landscape is becoming too 
enclosed... there are plenty of woodland courses but 
only one Hollinwell”.



In 2019 Sherwood Forest Trust said on its website: 
“Huge areas of semi-natural habitat – primarily 
heathland and acid grassland – have been lost from 
Sherwood over the last few centuries." 

The Stewardship Scheme and working with Sherwood 
Forest Trust: 

In 2000 the Country Stewardship Scheme started. An 
agreement with Sherwood Forest Trust was made to 
maintain and expand the heathland nature of the course 
by removing self-set tress, limiting the growth of gorse 
and helping heather regenerate.
In 2009 there was a review of the Conifer Plantation 
Management Plan. “Today Kirkby Forest is one of many 
pine plantations.... is very visible being located on a 
ridge and shows poor unity within the surrounding 
agricultural and amenity landscape.... lacks diversity... 

Sort term vision: to heavily thin pine to encourage 
natural regeneration of native species... A network of 
open areas interlinked with a broad ride will be created 
through clear felling, scalloping of edges and heavy 
thinning. The long-term vision is reversion .... To native 
woodland.... The open spaces will be encouraged to 
develop as lowland heath/acid grassland, with scrub 
managed on rotation. Thinning cycle: 25% of native 
pine to be removed from site every 5 years.... All work 
will be covered by a felling licence.... "



However, the low price of wood has made this plan 
uneconomical and the Sherwood Forest Trust now 
plans to let indigenous trees slowly and replace the 
Scots Pines which will be slower if the pine are not 
thinned.  

In 2016 Bob Taylor (on behalf of R&A) wrote when he 
awarded Hollinwell the Golf Environment Organisation 
certification: 

Notts Golf Club is one of the premier nature 
conservation sites within the UK, it is every bit as much 
a nature reserve as it is a golf course, and indeed it is 
well known for its nature conservation interests UK 
wide. The course lies within plantation woodland but is 
essentially heathland in character and this has been 
brought out by the ongoing management that is 
provided by the green staff on behalf of the club. Tree 
and scrub management and heath regeneration, all 
backed by grazing are key to retaining the conservation 
interests at Notts golf club and all are being undertaken 
on a routine basis. 

This course is a prime exemplar and ambassador for 
best conservation management practice, something that 
has evolved in line with experience and with regular 
close working with the local wildlife groups. The whole 
of the conservation management is overseen and 
monitored by the Sherwood Forest Trust and through 
regular and ongoing discussions with Natural England, 
The Wildlife Trusts and The Nottinghamshire Wildlife 
Trust. 



In conclusion, tree removal, done under the guidance 
of Sherwood Forest Trust, is being done to 
encourage a heathland landscape within a mosaic of 
trees. Gorse is being removed in many areas where it 
has started to encroach on play. We don’t want to 
produce too many bare areas at a time, although 
where the work has been done in winter months 
these areas should soon recover. If gorse roots and 
enriched soil with seeds are removed it will give fine 
grasses and heather a chance, especially as most of 
these areas will be seeded with heather. Even then, 
gorse is likely to try and return and will need to be 
dealt with. 

This is work in progress and an ongoing battle since 
the 1930s!   



Land 

1900 At the George Hotel 86 members met and 32 
against 31 voted to move to Hollinwell. Debentures 
amounting to £3,450 were raised from 210 
members. 

1901 The course at Hollinwell opened. Events 
revolved around the train timetable. A rental of £25 a 
year from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for 25 
years was negotiated. The rent was low because the 
shaft of Newstead Colliery was nearby. 

1910 Sir Joseph Bright suggested approaching the 
Ecclesiastical Commission to acquire more land to 
the West. The committee did not support this 
suggestion. Later that year Mr SA Derbyshire 
arranged a lease for 15 acres from the Ecclesiastical 
Commission for 80 years just West of the course. 
Tom Williamson was asked his opinion about the 
course at that time and he said that the course 
lacked length, particularly in its second half, with a 
very poor 17th hole. The area leased by Mr 
Derbyshire would not be enough to extend the 
course. It was resolved to lease a further two 
hundred acres to the West and to ask Mr Derbyshire 
not to develop his land. Torrid negotiations with Mr 
Derbyshire ended in the club leasing the land from 
the Ecclesiastical Commission for £29 1s per 
annum, thanks to the services of an intermediary, Mr 
TC Leman. 



1901 Lease cover and below the area of land initially leased



1911 Ecclesiastical Commission lease and below a 
map outlining the extended area for the new first 

three holes and across the railway line



It is ironic that Mr Derbyshire’s action, seen by 
members of the club as underhand, ended up 
achieving the result that Sir Joseph Bright had 
suggested several months beforehand and this led 
to the footprint of the course today. 

1911 Several wrote in to say that the road to the club 
was unfit for motor traffic.  
That the boundary line between that portion of the 
recently acquired additional land, which the club 
shall keep in hand on the expiration of the tenancy, 
and the other portion to be let off again run as 
follows... One hundred acres around the Warren 
Farm that the club did not need were sublet.

1922 The railway wanted to acquire a strip of land to 
build a tunnel (No record of sale but it took place). 

1924 The Ecclesiastical Commissioners agreed to 
sell the land for £6,000 (lease was set to end in 
1930). The rights for minerals were reserved and no 
surface mining was to be allowed but compensation 
would be paid for subsidence. The clubhouse burnt 
down and had to be rebuilt the same year. Members 
took out debentures or paid an additional  £1 1 on 
their subscription. The land West of the course 
outside the perimeter of the golf course was leased 
in plots. Some of these leases produced a lot of 
aggravation and paperwork over the years. 



1924 Map of land purchased

1924 Schedule of land 
purchase 

1924 Title of purchase from 
Ecclesiastical Commission 



1925 New Hucknall Colliery wanted to acquire an 
area of about 13 acres to place a spoil heap. The 
land was sold on condition that it could not be used 
for anything else. Basford Urban District Council 
bought an area between the railway lines of about 
74 acres and agreed to leave it as an open space. 
1935 Purchased 2.5 acres of land to make a new 
championship tee on the 11th hole.
1947 An agreement was drawn up between LNE 
Railway and the club allowing right of way for 
£3-16s, along the westerly footpath. The Notts & 
Derby Electric Power Company Ltd agreed to make 
one pylon higher at 90ft instead of 70 ft allowing 50 
ft clearance over the green. Five pylons were to be 
erected for the consideration of £1 per pylon!  
1949 The committee agreed to lease 84 acres to 
the Forestry Commission for 150 years providing 
two crops of timber and to ask for help in repairing 
the road (see next page for the letter years later 
referring to this).
1963 The owner of the bungalow was prepared to 
exchange 40ft of road frontage for a strip of land 
adjacent to his own for the entrance. 
1968 The Piggeries, Derby Road, 1,300 sq yds had 
been offered for sale by auction. Mr Harlow (solicitor 
and member), after consultation with the Captain, 
had bought the property and offered to resell it to 
the club. It was agreed to take over the sale.  



1973 Forestry Commission mentioning 1953 planting



1972 A 10ft wide strip adjacent to the drive south of 
the approach road was purchased from the 
neighbouring farmer.  
1974 Sought planning approval to build on the 
Annesley side on surplus land; it was refused.
1975 There was a proposal for a 9 hole golf course 
where the railway lines had been. This plan was 
abandoned when the National Coal Board offered 
£20,000 for the nineteen and a half acres forming a 
triangle of land between the two disused railway 
lines to the South of the first green to be used as a 
tip spoil. NGC agreed as long as the soil heap was 
no more than 30ft high (see below). 

1975 Area bought  by Coal Board and the planned 9 holes



1977 National Coal Board accepted liability for 
subsidence to the access road near the third green. 

1978 No. 91, Abbey Road was sold. It had been held for 
use by the head greenkeeper. 

1980s There were 25 collieries still working in the area.

1985 Land acquired from the Coal Board to extend the 
practice ground 2.55 acres. The extension extended 
over the old Great Central railway line that supplied 
Hollinwell and Annesley station. 

1987 Trespassing became a problem. Negotiations took 
place with the council and neighbours that resulted in a 
new circular path for walkers. Released land at the end 
of Seagrave Avenue next to No. 36. Kirkby in Ashfield.

1980 Walkways 

2005 Waymarks 



1988 23.6 acres to the South of the course were 
available, and the vendors wished to exclude the path to 
the South of the field… It was purchased on the 
understanding that no new access be made to the land 
by the club until it was essential (the owner had 
constructed 1.3 miles of road which was private and he 
did not want others to use it or access the land over their 
drive, access would be from land presently owned by the 
club). A fair rent would be charged. 
1988 The Club purchased 23 acres parallel to the 9th 
and 10th hole (see below). It is a nitrate sensitive area 
and therefore restricts the amount of fertilizer, the 
productivity, and worth. 
1990 Trees planted in lieu of those removed.

1990s There was a lot of subsidence around the 
extension to the clubhouse behind the office, the 2nd 
fairway, left of the 3rd past the left-hand bunker including 
the greenside bunkers and across the 18th and 4th not 
helped by a rise in the water table. Remedial drainage 
was needed as well as filling in a fracture on in the 
sandstone on the second ridge of the 12th hole. 
Compensation was obtained from the Coal Board. 



1993 Robin Hood Line reopened (see section on 
Railways). 
1996 Received compensation from the Robin Hood 
Railway line for land used.
1999 A further payment was received from Railtrack to 
access the line. 
2000 Sold 13 acres from The Warren (the owner would 
fence the area, and this would restrict public access). A 
trench would need to be dug at the bottom of the driving 
range. 
2001 A slither of land to the south of the Robin Hood Line 
was sold to Railcoach.
2007 Sale of land to the West of the course
2009 Bought the Forestry land of 85 acres along with 
trees.  

2000 Area to the west of the railway was sold 



1947 Map of the area 

 

OTHER MAPS

1961 Map of the area



1951 Map with the station, includes Robin 
Hood's Chair and the driving range



1968 Aerial map

1968 
Aerial 

West of 
course  



1975 Land bought by British Coal solid triangular line, existing 
tipping area hatched, new area for tipping dotted 

1975 Soil store 



1990 Aerial map



Other Bits and Pieces
Creating a structure and recording the club’s 
activities took place from the outset of the club. Its 
founders, committees and members were quick to 
make rules and bylaws. Meetings usually took 
place monthly and were recorded from its 
inception. Newspapers, being the medium of the 
day, published every medal result and these were 
diligently cut out and stuck in a record book. 

Annual Dinners
The annual dinner was a grand affair with a short 
report, if not the whole content of some of the 
speeches being reported in the local newspaper. 
They were initially held at the Reindeer Hotel 
(Wheeler Gate), the George Hotel, Black Boy 
Hotel and eventually Hollinwell.
Christmas and Summer Balls were lively events 
with bands and in the Summer marquees were 
erected and they often raised sizeable sums for 
charity. 

2000 Summer Ball



Charities
Every year significant sums of money were 
raised for at least two charities. Money has 
been donated to a huge variety of causes, from 
Portland College to Breast Cancer Research. 
Competitions
Club competitions from the outset took a form 
that is recognisable today. The results, often 
accompanied by commentary, appeared in local 
newspapers. 
There were monthly competitions from 1888.  

1890 Announcement of 
Spring Cup



Spring and Autumn Cups Competitions started in 
1889 and were held off scratch ('the absolutely best 
score') with the winner retaining the cup for the next 
six months and keeping a medal. There were 
separate competitions off handicap. Apart from the 
cup there were other prizes; in 1891 the Spring 
Competition prizes were a club cover for first prize 
and an edition of ‘Golf’ by H Hutchinson for second 
place and a pair of silver salt cellars for the best 
three rounds under the players handicap with a limit 
of 18. In the Autumn Competition the Winner 
received a Bulger-Driver and Carruthers’ Patent 
Cleek with the best three rounds under the players 
handicap with a limit of 18 being given a clock. 
In 1894 the English vs Scottish match was 
inaugurated (later to become Anglos vs Celts). In 
1897 it was decided that a prize be given to the 
winners of the First and Second Division of each 
monthly medal. This changed at the turn of the next 
century with a net and gross prize instead. From the 
late 1890s there was an annual match between the 
professionals and amateurs of Nottinghamshire 
organised by HD Snook and the amateurs invariably 
came second. This match was discontinued in 1926 
when he could no longer take part. 
Further Cups were introduced:
1889 Spring and Autumn Scratch Cup 18 holes 
scratch medal from the blue tees.
1898 Hemmingway Challenge Cup (presented by 
CR Hemmingway) 18 holes scratch match from the 
blue tees with the final played over 36 holes.



1899 The New Challenge Cup played (presented by 
WJ New) 18 hole match play under full handicap 
difference from the white tees.
1902 The Secretaries Challenge Cup (presented by 
JA Simpson and HD Snook) for the Spring and 
Autumn Meetings 18 holes under handicap from the 
blue tees.
1903 Ladies Challenge Bowl (presented by the 
Ladies Club) 18 holes match play after a qualifying 
medal round in Spring. Played off handicap from the 
white tees. The top 16 players in the medal round 
qualify.
1907 JD Player Challenge Cup (presented by JD 
Player) 18 holes match play knockout for players 
with a handicap over 15 off full handicap from the 
yellow tees.
1912 The Bogey Challenge Cup (presented by JP 
Smith) 18 holes bogey competition played from the 
white tees off full handicap.
1923 The Bromley Hemmingway Foursome 
Challenge Cup (presented by CR Hemmingway and 
AN Bromley) 18 holes match play played off the 
white tees with shots received based on half the 
difference of each pair’s combined handicap.
1928 The Veterans Cup, 18 holes medal for the 
over 50’s from the white tees off full handicap. 



1930 JS Derbyshire Cup, 18 holes medal for the 
over 60’s from the yellow tees off full handicap.

1930 Sir Albert Bingham Handicap Trophy for the 
Spring and Autumn meeting second division, 18 
holes medal off the designated tee for second 
division players off full handicap.

1938 AG Mellors Four-Ball Foursome Challenge 
Cup or ‘Summer Foursomes Cup’ (presented by 
AG Mellors) 18 holes match play from the white 
tees with shots received based on half the 
difference between each pair’s combined handicap.

1946 Tom’s Cup, one of Tom Williamson’s most 
prized possessions was the silver cup he won with 
Harry Vardon in 1913 at Deal. He presented this to 
the club, and it is contested for every year over 18 
holes medal from the white tees off full handicap.
1952 The Hollinwell Trophy, an open scratch 
competition (donated by FW Perry). Open Amateur 
Scratch Competition, 36 holes accumulative medal 
played off the blue tees.
1952 Handicap Cup, Open Amateur Competition 
(donated by G Stonehouse). Open Amateur 
Handicap competition, 18 holes medal from the 
blue tees off full handicap.



1953 Mixed Foursome Challenge Cups (presented 
by Mr and Mrs B Walton) 18 holes match play 
knockout from the white and red tees respectively 
using half the difference between each pair’s 
combined handicap.
1974 Jim Gregory Cup for players under 18. 
Eighteen holes medal played from the designated 
tee with full handicap. 
1976 Albert Gladstone Salver (presented by Dr SE 
Annesley and Dr MC Starks), 18 holes medal play 
from the white tees with full handicap.
1981 Winter Foursomes Cup (recognising the 
services of G Stockley and GE White) 18 holes 
knockout played from the winter tees with shots 
received based on half the difference between 
each pair’s combined handicap.
1987 Wagstaff Cup for a handicap monthly medal 
(presented by A Wagstaff) 18 holes from the white 
tees with full handicap.
1987 The Centenary Putter (presented by GE 
White) 18 holes medal with from the white tees with 
full handicap.
1987 The Slade Cup (presented by AT Slade in the 
centenary year), for the scratch monthly medal 
finals off the white tees with full handicap.



1987 The Holland Salver (presented by Dr JH Holland 
for his father Harry Holland who died on the course) 
for the medal finals second division winner from the 
white tee with full handicap.
2001 Layfield Short better ball Cup (presented by 
David Layfield and David Short) for the best better 
ball Stableford score playing from the white tees 
using 90% handicap allowance.
2002 David Francis Stableford, previously the 4-club 
competition (presented by D Francis) 18 holes full 
handicap Stableford competition from the tee of the 
day (normally yellow).
2014 Past Captains versus Committee Cup 
(presented by MH Kidd and TJ Coupe). The format 
varies but is normally teams of better ball playing 
match play using the handicap format of the day! A 
draw results in the previous year’s winner retaining 
the title. The cup stands in a case in the bar. 
2014 The Richmond Cup (presented by B Richmond) 
18 holes medal played from the white tees medal 
score off scratch for over 50 years old. 
2019 Under 35s Cup (18 holes scratch medal from 
the white tees) and Under 35s Handicap Cup (18 
holes handicap medal from the white tees off full 
handicap) played on the same day and both 
presented by Nick Jones.



Other competitions
McLachlan Cup 9 holes knockout match with half 
the handicap allowance from the white tees (holes 
1-7, 8a, 9a).
Crocker Cups is a mixed 18 hole four ball better ball 
Stableford competition from the white and red tees 
with 90% handicap allowance. NUGC Quaich 18 
hole medal from the white tees off full handicap.

David Green Mixed 18 hole mixed four ball better 
ball Stableford competition from the white and red 
tees with 90% handicap allowance.

1986 Martyn Starks Trophy 18 hole medal 
competition from the white tees off scratch.

1977 Chris Smith putter 18 hole medal competition 
from the white tees off full handicap.

2007 Granddads Trophy (also applicable to 
Grandmothers) (presented by Brian Whitchurch and 
Tony Smith) 18 hole medal competition played on 
the same day as a medal from the white tees off full 
handicap. The entry criteria is to be a grandparent.

2000 John McGarry Cup (presented by Alan 
Rooksby) 18 hole Stableford competition played on 
a Sunday morning in memory of John McGarry from 
the tee of the day (normally yellow) off full handicap.



ALD Smith Salvers (presented by ALD Smith) 18 
hole mixed four ball better ball Stableford 
competition from the white and red tees with 90% 
handicap allowance.

Coupe Soult Bowl (presented by Trevor Coupe and 
Mick Soult) 18 holes medal from the designated tee 
off full handicap to run in parallel with the Autumn 
and Spring Cup. 

Junior Club Championship white tees off full 
handicap.
Brooksby Trophy (presented by J Brooksby) junior 
competition, white tees off full handicap.
Nat West Trophy (presented by Norman Crocker, 
former junior organiser who used to work for Nat 
West) Junior competition playing, white tees off full 
handicap.

Entries to the knockout competitions must be made 
on the entry form and presented to the office with 
the relevant entry fee by 1st March of that year. The 
only exceptions to this are the Ladies Bowl which is 
a qualifying cup by way of a medal held early in the 
calendar and both the Summer and Winter 
Foursomes, for which closing dates for entry will be 
confirmed by the Office.
Knockout matches finishing all square in handicap 
events will play an extra three holes. If still all 
square the match will be decided by a sudden death 
play-off. 



Ties in scratch events are decided by a sudden 
death playoff. In all knockout competitions it is the 
equal responsibility of both players to arrange the 
match. If the match has not been played by the 
designated closing date the Secretary/Manager and 
Hon. Match Secretary will flip a coin to decide who 
progresses to the next round. At the conclusion of 
each match the player(s) should endorse the result 
accordingly on the relevant draw sheet and online 
app. 
Ties for monthly Medals, Stableford and Bogey will 
be decided by a card count back with the exception 
of the Club Championship which will be decided by 
a sudden death playoff. Prize giving used to be at 
the end of October with a simple meal of perhaps 
chicken and ham pie and a disco after prize 
presentation. After Aubrey Hubbard, the steward, 
retired there was a disastrous steward whose wife 
once turned out all the lights in the men’s bar at 
about 11am after a dinner and said it was time that 
we all went home. Prize giving then moved to just 
before the Christmas Party. After the Christmas 
Party fell by the wayside prize giving now takes 
place after the Presentation Shotgun (the unofficial 
Captain v Vice Captain fixture) early in the following 
season.  



Order of Merit

The Order of Merit will comprise the total of the best 
eight nett scores in all competitions that are 
designated as qualifying (normally all medals and 
Stableford competitions played off the white tees 
plus the Autumn and Spring Cup off the blue tees  
along with the Hollinwell Trophy and Club 
Championship off the blue tees).
There is also be a separate Order of Merit off the 
red tees with full handicap for those who elect to 
play off that tee in any competition, also with the 
best eight to count. 

Additional Competitions

The Christmas competition or ‘Turkey Trot’ was 
originally organised by and for “the Saturday club”. 
David Hughes did the draw, assisted by Steve 
Mather and Tony Slade. Richard Bonello did the 
money and Edwin Greasley had the idea of meat 
prizes which still continues today.
Czech glass was never on the prize table! 
Gradually more friends of the Saturday club asked 
to join in, and the event became an official club 
event – and is one of the best days of the year. 
Because the weather can be variable, there was a 
strict cash with entry rule as some people failed to 
show if the weather turned nasty leaving a potential 
loss on prize costs.   



  Mike Bradley will often hold a ‘Pro’s Comp’ of 
variable format throughout the year when there is 
no formal Medal, Stableford, Bogey or Cup. 
As mentioned prizes are presented after the 
Presentation Shotgun event early the following 
season. Winners of trophies or medals will receive a 
voucher. The gross and handicap winners of all 
medals receive a monetary prize that is 
automatically placed in credit in the professional’s 
shop. The Clubarranges for the  engraving of the 
trophies. 
The Anglos vs Celts started in 1894 and is four ball 
better ball match play team event, with shots taken 
using 90% of the difference from the lowest 
handicap and the overall total game scores deciding 
the outcome. A draw results in the previous year’s 
winner retaining the title. A trophy marking the result 
of the competition sits on the mantlepiece, 
presented by Alistair Macdiarmid, with two golfers 
on a scale and the winner is up with the losing team 
weighed down by a silver golf ball!



Matches

There were matches with many clubs and in 
December 1891 it was decided that players in the 
team should bear the cost of the whole match. 
However, in January 1892 it was decided that the 
club would bear the cost of the visitors. In the 21st 
Century members have paid a fee for both home 
and away matches to cover expenses with the Club 
subsidising a minority of events. 

There are records of the following matches that are 
likely to be incomplete:
1891 Lea Hurst, The Watford, Sutton Coldfield
1892 West Herts, Charnwood, Sutton Coldfield, 
West Herts, Derby, Kettering, Leicester
1893 Cambridge University. Annual matches 
started. The Grantham, West Herts, Normanton
1894 The Watford, Barton under Neiwood, 
Sheffield, Kettering, Charnwood, Leicester
1895 Belton Park, Grantham 
1897 Leicester, Kettering, Northampton
1898 Belton Park, Nothampton, Kettering, Sheffield, 
Huddersfield, Coventry, Kings Norton, Leicester, 
Charnwood Forest, Narborough, Mansfield, 
Burghley Park, Lincoln, Derby & Sheffield
1899 King’s Norton, Peterborough, Sutton Coldfield, 
Skegness, Cannock Chase, Sheffield at Lindrick 
Common (Notts won 9 and 7), Huddersfield, 
Mansfield, Duffield, Buton-on-Trent, Belton Park, 
Burton, Lincoln South Park



1900 Duffield, Belton Park, Kettering, Peterborough, 
Sheffield (Lindrick Course), visit to North Berwick, 
Manchester, Cannnock Chase, Northampton, 
Huddersfield, King’s Norton, Lincoln, Mansfield, 
Burton-on-Trent, Bulwell Artisans
1901 Kettering, Burton-on-Trent, Leicester, Duffield, 
Narborough, visit to North Berwick, Sheffield at 
Lindrick, Huddersfield, King’s Norton
1903 Belton Park 
1904 Kettering 
1907 Sheffield, Bulwell Artisans, Leicester, North 
Berwick
1908 Match vs University of Oxford, Nottingham 
Cricket Club, Bulwell Forest, North Berwick
1909 Burton-on-Trent, Leicester, Sheffield, 
Huddersfield, Charnwood Forest
1911 Northampton, Lincoln, Law Society, 
[only four clubs in Nottinghamshire at that time: 
Notts, Bulwell Artisans, Plumtree and the 
Ravensdale in Mansfield]
1912 Records of interclub matches are less well 
documented after this.
Matches have taken place for many years (in no 
particular order) with Lindrick, Alwoodley, Blackwell, 
Ganton, Woodhall Spa, Little Aston, Luffenham 
Heath, Woolaton Park, Leicester, The Law Society, 
Sherwood Forest, Radcliffe-on-Trent, Worksop, The 
MCC, The Police, Injured Servicemen, Royal 
Birkdale, Hunstanton, Southport and Ainsdale, 
Seniors Golf Society, Littlestone, Worplestdon, 
Burnham & Berrow, Hittites, Wykehamists, County 
Cricketers, Rye, amongst others.



Varsity Matches
In the 1960’s and 70’s Varsity Matches were usually 
held over the whole weekend with the first team 
playing a 36 hole foursomes and singles match on 
Saturday and a more mixed handicap team playing 
on Sunday. Saturday dinners were held at the United 
Services Club in Nottingham.
The Oxford and Cambridge University matches were 
very competitive and sometimes boisterous with the 
visitors often being put up by their guests. Henry 
Longhurst found a tankard, The Linskill Trophy from 
1893, and in 1967 offered it to be competed for 
between Notts and Cambridge University. It was 
later returned to Cambridge University and it has a 
long and tortuous history (see next page). In 1977 
Mr AE Shepperson donated a tankard for the match 
versus Oxford University. 

1972 Oxford Match Dinner at United Services Club
Far left: Mike Kidd (The Club's Senior Past-Captain)



The Linskill Cup was donated in 1877 to the 
Cambridge University Golf Club by William T 
Linskill’s father, Captain William Linskill. Given that 
there were only a dozen golf clubs in existence in 
England at that time, this would make it one of the 
oldest golf trophies in England. For a quarter of a 
century it was played for in the scratch competition 
for 3rd place of the Cambridge University Golf Club. 
According to Bernard Darwin it had a ‘curious 
funnel-shaped leather cover’ with the names of the 
winners written in gold letters upon it. Harry Colt tied 
for it on one occasion, but Bernard Darwin won it on 
five out of the six occasions in which he 
participated. The cup was lost on several occasions. 
The college servant or gyp of the Captain was 
entrusted with it in the first world war but forgot 
about it for eight years.
 



It was lost on tour in Canada in 1930 when some 
Cambridge players including Henry Longhurst went 
on tour. It was in 1978 that the cup was presented 
as a trophy to the winner between the Cambridge 
Union and Hollinwell. The match had been held 
since 1893 and were usually played over the whole 
weekend, the first teams playing a 36-hole 
foursomes and singles match on Saturday and a 
more mixed handicap team playing on Sunday. 
Saturday dinners were held at the United Services 
Club in Nottingham. Unfortunately, after a series of 
cancellations due to snow and pressure on the 
curriculum, matches were abandoned in 2008. The 
cup remained at Holliwell and was only traced in 
2016 when a Cambridge archivist realised it was 
missing. 

The Linskill Cup (more on Linskill in the appendix)



Handicaps
Prior to the introduction of computers, the recording 
of medal scores and the maintenance of handicaps 
was, in the case of the former, done by the Match 
Secretary’s fair hand and the latter by a somewhat 
subjective appraisal.  

Letters
Many letters have been saved in the archives. The 
majority consist of complaints about slow play, 
handicaps, bunkers, subscription increases, the 
price of a cup of tea or the absence of Stilton. Dress 
code and the type of bunker sand that should be 
used have also taken up an inordinate amount of 
notepaper. In 1895 A letter was received from Mr 
Bromley complaining about the amount of turf cut 
up and not replaced; plus ça change!  



Committee Meetings
General Committee Meetings were held at:
1891 No.4 Bridlesmith Gate or the Eagle Restaurant 
1985 No.1 King John Chambers
1919 Victoria Station Hotel
1920 Hollinwell (EGM) then back to 
1926 The Sale Room, Hallam & Son, 8 Low Pave'nt
1927 The Constitutional Hall, Norfolk Place, then
No.1 King John Chambers became the default site 
or Hallam & Son, 8 Low Pavement
1960s Offices of Robert Barber and Sons, the Club’s 
solicitors on Castle Gate, then Hollinwell
Annual General Meetings were held at:
1892 The Reindeer Hotel 
1893-5 The Eagle Restaurant 
1896-1919 The George Hotel
1920 The Exchange Hall 1926 The Sale Room, 
Hallam & Son, 8 Low Pavement
Then Hollinwell
Other Committee Meetings such as the Handicap 
Committee or House Committee were held at The 
Borough Club or after General Committee Meetings.  
Green Committee Meetings were held at various 
members offices then at Hollinwell.



The minutes were published in the local press, 
sometimes causing embarrassment. In 1891 it 
was reported that the Earl of Winchelsea had 
been elected as a member when he hadn’t 
been approached! The election to membership 
was carefully scrutinised and was a rigorous 
process. In 1891 it was reported that AM 
Bromley had been elected in error (the correct 
‘process’ had not been used). He was duly 
elected at the next committee meeting and went 
on to become a member who contributed much 
to the life of the club. 



House Committee
Relatively little has been mentioned about the 
house in this text. The clubhouse has always taken 
second place to the needs of the course and as a 
result its upkeep has fallen behind. The heating and 
plumbing systems have regularly needed work 
doing as have the flat roofs. The poor salary offered 
to the stewards resulted in a rapid turnover except 
for some notable exceptions where individuals 
dedicated themselves to the cause. Bar stocktakes 
often recorded a significant deficit and the reason 
for this is speculative. In 1937 upstairs was 
converted into a dining room, and the downstairs 
dining room was made into a lounge. There was a 
seating area available for the use of spikes to the 
right of the staircase, with service from the bar 
through a hatch. This was replaced by the spike bar 
in 1986. In 1993 a sign went up in the dining room 
asking diners to refrain from smoking and the 
steward’s accommodation was converted into a 
private dining room. 
The clubhouse is likely to soak up funds; the 
alternative – a new build – is beyond the purse of 
the club at present. If more debentures were taken 
out to rebuild it, history would indicate that it might 
be built on the cheap and cost more in the long 
term. Unfortunately, John Player a generous 
benefactor to the club, is no longer with us although 
the heresay that he paid for the present clubhouse 
is incorrect, he facilitated favourable mortgage 
terms but it was repaid by the club. 



1896 It was proposed that the distinction between 
first and second divisions be done away with, and 
that all players were to be drawn together in 
competitions without regard to handicap. This 
motion was rejected. It is unclear when that 
proposal came into practice. 
Membership
Members who let their subscription lapse often 
wrote asking to return. A common answer was that 
they could do so on the payment of the full 
subscription for the lapsed time, sometimes this 
comprised several years! More recently the full 
joining fee has been requested, unless walking 
membership is maintained in the interim. 
New Year's Eve
In Aubrey Hubbard’s time as steward a group of 
members and their guests enjoyed a meal and 
dancing finishing at 1am with soup. It became so 
popular that the club took it over but with time it 
waned.
Notts Union
Over the years the Club has been very well 
represented in the Notts Union of Golf Clubs by 
members who have been appointed President of the 
Union and County Captain and sometimes both. 



Past Captains' photographs
These were first put up in 1905. More recently 
Bill Brazier has arranged and framed them so 
they can be displayed to good effect.  
Slow Play
In 1981 ‘In the Spring and Autumn meeting only 
1st Division players should go from the blue 
tees’; also in the records for that year ‘Four 
fourballs were unable to finish on invitation 
day…. groups should start earlier at 7.30 and at 
8 minute intervals….’
Richard Bonello recalls “In 1981 the invitation 
day was indeed a disaster. I invited my father 
and arrived to find the event running an hour late 
by 12 noon. As we made it to the 18th tee a hot 
air balloon fell from the sky and landed between 
us and the fairway. Chaos quickly followed with 
cars and their occupants, many of whom were 
children. Sometime later play resumed and we 
finished in almost darkness  with 3 hours of the 
field behind us”.

Silverware and prizes



   REVIEWS
“Hollinwell is my favourite course in GB & Ireland."

PETER COWEN - EUROPE'S No1 GOLF COACH

 “Hollinwell is a splendid and thoroughly 
challenging course, the turf is springy and fine and 
the heather and ferns enclosing the holes give the 
course a rich texture.”

TOM DOAK
ONE OF GOLF'S MOST ACCLAIMED DESIGNERS

“What is so refreshing about this place is it’s not 
only a fantastic course, which is challenging yet fair, 
but the practice facilities are superb. A great place to 
sharpen and keep my game competitive.”

MEL REID
SIX-TIME EUROPEAN TOUR WINNER

"I suggest checking this hidden gem out. Great 
history, great architecture."

PAUL CASEY
20 TIME TOUR WINNER & RYDER CUP PLAYER
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Appendix
Arthur Hamilton Baynes 

AH Baynes was son of Joseph A Baynes of 
Blackheath and was born in Lewisham, Kent, on 
23rd  March 1854. In 1875 he went to St.Andrews to 
study and entered Oriel College, Oxford in 1875 
becoming ordained in 1881 and receiving an MA the 
next year. He was the first secretary of the Oxford 
University Golf Club and helped manage its first 
match versus Cambridge University (The Times 
6.2.1932 p13). He was vicar of St. James, 
Nottingham and chaplain to the General Hospital 
1884-8, and became a founder member and the first 
captain of Notts. Golf Club in 1887, who now play at 
Hollinwell. In the 1880s he lived at 4, Upper College 
Street on a stipend of £300, the gift of the Lord 
Chancellor. He became the Domestic Chaplain to 
the Archbishop of Canterbury in 1888 until 1892, 
and then he became six-preacher in 1893, and 
chaplain of Christ Church, Greenwich before 
moving to South Africa. In the time of the Boer War 
(1899-1902) he was posted to the Diocese of Natal 
Missions, Natal and was appointed Bishop of Natal 
Ladysmith and Umbuluwana being based in, 
coincidentally, Nottingham Road General Hospital, 
Mooi River. The church in Natal had internal division 
and he managed to heal dissention. He took an 
active part during the relief of Ladysmith and was at 
the front at the battle of Spion Kop. It was reported 
that he camped with the troops in the open rather 
than sleep in the commanding officer's tent. 



He was awarded the Queens Medal, 1 clasp for 

the Relief of Ladysmith. 

He kept a diary, and these were published in his 
book “My Diocese during the War” in 1900. In it he 
laid out his thoughts that are now source material for 
theology and history students. He accompanied 
these by sketches and paintings and revealed that 
he was a good artist. 



By 1900 he had been awarded a doctorate from 
Oriel College, Oxford (an honorary degree given to 
people who have given their lives to theology or the 
betterment of community and they must hold a 
Bachelor’s or Master’s degree in theology), but the 
exact year he received his Doctorate is uncertain. 
On 1st February 1901 he was appointed vicar of St. 
Mary’s Nottingham. He lived in the vicarage which 
included 21.5 acres of the glebe. He also 
became assistant Bishop in the Diocese of 
Southwell from 1901 and then Canon in 1905 
before becoming honourable Chaplain to the High 
Sheriff of Somerset in 1905 and then chaplain to the 
South Nottinghamshire Hussars. In 1904 he was 
also appointed Chaplain to the Imperial Yeomanry 
(Sherwood Rangers). 

A sketch of The Nottingham Road by AH Baynes

(The area was one of the oldest farming 

associations 1887)



 In the first World War he was again an army 
chaplain and became provost to Birmingham 
Cathedral until he retired in 1937.

Some extracts from his book:

“As to the ethics of the question, which after all is 
the matter that supremely concerns us, my own 
tendency has always been to distrust anything like 
Jingoism.”

“God give us all grace to keep our heads, to sternly 
repress the unworthy feelings of race hatred, of vain 
longing for revenge or retaliation, and so overrule 
even the evils of war for our good that it may in the 
end lead to a truer brotherhood and a firm and 
righteous rule, and to the extension of His Kingdom 
among both white and black South Africans.”

“Our losses were very severe, over 2,100 in all, 
many I fear uselessly sacrificed.”“There is, for 
instance, something wrong in the thought that God 
has now intervened, has now begun to deal with us, 
or that we are called on to humble ourselves as we 
should not have been if we had been uniformly 
successful, or that our reverses are a sign of God's 
anger.”
“How often we have failed to bear patiently and 
devotedly the "white man's burden," how lightly our 
vast responsibility to the more backward races has 
sat upon us, how we have lagged behind in the 
steep ascent of Duty.”



When he returned from South Africa he asked to 
rejoin Notts. Golf Club and was told that as he had 
not retained walking membership he would need to 
pay the full joining fee. This he did, and not long 
afterwards he was made an honorary member. 

6.6.1913 Bishop Baynes



John Harris
He was born and educated in St. Andrews and 
helped his father who was a timber merchant supply 
Fogans with wood for the club faces using apple 
wood, thorn, utilised beech - the hickory shafts were 
imported.
He was articled to an architect who had designed 
the club house, then known as the Union Parlour. 
He set up practice in Nottingham. He, along with the 
Rev. Hamilton Baynes were the first to convene a 
meeting to form Notts. Golf Club. He was the 
secretary and treasurer for the first three years and 
arranged play on a vacant piece of ground in the 
Meadows  where the Great Central Railway 
Company's goods depot was subsequently erected 
(October 1913 'Midland Golfer'). There were only six 
holes and they then got approval from the Parks 
Committee to play on Bulwell Forest. In the 
application he sent an old wooden putter for them to 
inspect to prove how harmless the game was. 



John Doleman

He was born in 1826 at the old clubhouse in the 

Royal Musselburgh Golf Club where his father was a 

green keeper. They were a golfing family and he had 

four brothers, Alexander H (1836-1914), William - an 

accomplished golfer (1838-1918) and Frank 

(1848-1929). According to J Hall in Golf Illustrated in 

1899, after Musselburgh he played at Bruntsfield 

Links, Edinburgh, before going to Paris and paying 

his first visit to Nottingham in 1865. It is uncertain 

how long he stayed in Nottingham before he 

returned to Scotland. He was a tailor in the 

censuses in 1851 and 1861 in Chelsea and in 1871 

he lived in Aberdeen. He was one of the founder 

members of Bon-Accord Golf Club, Aberdeen in 

1872. 



He returned to Nottingham in 1885 and practiced 

using a cleek in the Meadows. He was one of the 

first members of Notts. Golf Club and became 

captain in 1891. He left Nottingham in 1906 and 

was made an honorary member of Notts. Golf Club 

and returned to Levenhall, Musselburgh, where he 

died on 15th June 1916. 

Reference material: 28.4.1874 'Dundee Courier & 

Angus', 30.1.1906 'Nottingham Daily Express', 

17.6.1916 'Aberdeen Daily Journal'



William Thomas Linskill
Linskill was born in Tynemouth, Northumberland, 
the son of another William, the Mayor of 
Teignmouth. He was educated privately and then 
went to Larchfield Academy, Helensburgh, near 
Glasgow. He went to St. Andrews on holiday and 
was taught golf by Old Tom Morris in 1860 or 1861 
(Harry Langton, Thomas Hodge - The Golf Artist of 
St. Andrews. 2000, p75). He was admitted to Jesus 
College, Cambridge in October 1876, aged 21. In 
Donald Cameron's  book 'Social Links' he recounts 
how Linskill scoured the Cambridgeshire for ground 
to play on. They ended up at Coldman's Common 
and Linskill cut the holes himself. Coldham 
Common was all clay and Bernard Darwin 
described it as "....the worst course I have ever 
seen.." Linskill played with others including 
Alexander H Doleman, brother of John Doleman 
one of the first golfers in Nottingham. John was the 
second oldest of the Doleman brothers and founded 
his own school in Blackpool in 1858. He moved to 
Cambridge at the age of 40 as an undergraduate 
after the death of his wife. After a BA he taught at 
Sedbergh in 1876 before moving to  Blackpool. He 
was involved in starting Lytham St. Anne's and 
captain in 1888. 

William Linskill 
by 

Thomas Hodge



The River Leen
 River Leen is a 15-mile (24 km) long tributary of 
the River Trent that flows from the Robin Hood 
Hills just above Hollinwell down through Newstead 
Abbey, Papplewick, Bestwood Country Park, 
Bulwell, Basford where it is joined by the Day 
Brook to Radford, Lenton, under the Nottingham 
Canal in the city of Nottingham to join the river 
Trent neat the Meadows. So, it has several links 
with Notts. Golf Club which started playing on the 
Meadows, moved to Bulwell Forest and ended up 
at its source at Hollinwell and the Robin Hood Hills!

HOLLINWELL

RIVER LEEN

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Trent%22%20%5Co%20%22River%20Trent


St James' Church, Papplewick, the River Leen 1950

The source of the River Leen is not one discrete 
point but several springs which include Hollinwell. 
The name Leen developed through various 
renderings of the Celtic word meaning "lake" or 
"pool". Some of the surrounding villages derived 
their name from the River Leen. Lenton, 'ton' being 
the Saxon word for 'village'; and Linby, by being 
the Danish equivalent of 'ton'. 

Wollaton Hall's 
Lenton Lodge and 

the River Leen 
1905

The River Leen at the point 
it entered the

 River Trent in 1973 near 
Notts County Football club



' Hollinwell' by Harry Rowntree           
In 'The Golf Courses of the British 

Isles' by Bernard Darwin 1910

Post script: If you have any information that 
you believe would supplement this archive, or 

if you think anything is inaccurate, please 
send your comments by email to: 

nicholas.jones@ntlworld.com 


